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In today’s Gospel, Jesus sees 
the value of the offering in 
terms of its value to the person 
who gives it, not its absolute 
value. The two small coins were 
nothing to the rich donors, but 
they represented a significant 
part of the widow’s meagre re-
sources. The rich did not go 
without anything as a result of 
making their donations; the widow would 
have had to give up something which was a 
necessity in order to make her donation. 

The value of the small gift of time or money 
should never be under-estimated. A few 
minutes spent with an upset child during 
the morning before-school rush; the phone 
call to an elderly relative; the giving of a 
small donation – these sorts of things re-
quire a decision to put aside whatever we 
want to do in order to attend to the needs 
of another. The value to the other may be 

much larger than the size of the 
action would indicate. 

However we are called to be 
grateful people, and  people who 
are grateful are people who re-
member God and what he does 
for them.   Grateful people also 
remember the goodness and 
generosity of other people and 
what they have done. Ungrateful 

people forget the kindness and generosity 
of others and of course God too.  

Whatever we have to offer to God and to 
others, size is not the determinant of value. 
Let us ask ourselves to be grateful people, 
to remember the generosity and courage of 
others and to be as generous as we can 
possibly be in our giving and our trust in 
God to provide for us.  

 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  ALL SAINTS DAY  

ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 

We received some encouraging news, although St Mary’s church unfortunately re-
mains temporarily closed.  A new architect has been appointed to the project and 
over the next few weeks up to Christmas is carrying out the essential background 
checks and assessments that are particularly necessary for a listed building such as St 
Mary’s church. He has also produced a works schedule which would see the necessary 
internal and external repairs beginning simultaneously on the second week of January. This is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of February and we envisage reopening in early March in 
time for the start of Lent. We will continue to keep you informed through the Newsletter and 
through the Web site.   

Year of St Joseph 

OUR VINCENTIAN FATHERS—UPDATE 

An update from last week’s message about our our Vincentian Fathers is that they will now take up 
their new appointment in Manchester on 26th November not 12th November as previously stated.  
Over the next two Sundays (7th Nov and 14th Nov)  you are invited to contribute to a gift for Fr 
Emmanuel and Fr Clement from the parish. Please just put your offering in an envelope marked “A 
Gift for our Vincentian Fathers” and place it in with the collection. Thank you.  

Small things done with 

great love will change the 

world.  St Teresa of Kolkata 

To be grateful is to recognize the love 

of God in everything.  



 

Lately Dead: Mary Fitzgerald, Anne Webster, 
Sheila Macaulay. 

Anniversaries: Eddie Heap, Anne Lavin, Monica 
Atherton, David Yousef, Stephen Yousef. Eileen 
Gorton,  Harry Backhouse, Mary Backhouse, Noel 
Backhouse, Phillip Backhouse.  Winifred Taylor,  

 

Other intentions: Brian Bennett, Clergy of the 
Good Samaritan Parish. 

 

Birthday memorials: Giovanni Albanese., 
James Taylor,  

 

In Memoriam: Mary  Fleming,  the Fleming 
Family., Thomas and Toman families,  

Christian Aid in Palestine—Talk by William Bell 
Calling all people who are interested in Christian Aid Work and want to know 
more about its work in Israel/ Palestine?. On Thursday 18th Nov 7- 8.30p.m. at 
St Andrews Church Hall, Colne Road, as part of Inter Faith Week, BBB are host-
ing William Bell, Head of Christian Aid work in the Middle East. He will be 
speaking on their report, just published, about their work in Israel / Palestine. A 

good informative evening is promised along with refreshments. Everyone most welcome  

MASS INTENTIONS 

PAPAL I NTENTION  FOR              
NOVEMBER 

People Who have Depression 
We pray that people 

who suffer from depres-
sion or burn-out will find 
support and a light that 

opens them up to life. 

Christian Christmas Cards 

I’m sure you will have all noticed the Christmas cards and sundries in the shops lots of them dis-
playing Santa snow men Christmas trees etc. not many displaying the true meaning of Christmas. 
Don’t worry! At St Johns to the rescue with a selection of beautiful Nativity cards. Take a look at the 
table at the back of church, Packs of 16 cards with 4 scenes are £4.50 a box available after Masses. 

INTER-FAITH WEEK OF CELEBRATION  
Sunday 14th to Saturday 20th of November sees a week of inter-faith activities, organ-
ised by Building Bridges in Burnley (BBB). Events include A Remembrance Day Walk, A 
ten-year Celebration Meal, a presentation by Christian Aid on the Middle East, rounded 
off with a Football Tournament hosted by BFC. A rich variety to reflect our community of 
cultures and faiths. There are fuller details and contact numbers on our parish website. 

Stay with 
us Lord  
on our  
journey 

COVID UPDATE FOR THE PARISH 
The parish clergy team has reviewed the current arrangements. In the light of the rising numbers 
of cases, hospitalisations and deaths we decided to leave arrangements unchanged until further no-
tice. We continue to request that adults continue to wear face coverings and sanitize their hands 
before entering church.  Thank you for your help and cooperation in these difficult times. 

HARVEST FAMILY FAST DAY  
Many thanks for your support during "Harvest Time" for the ongoing work of CAFOD. An amazing 
£1,200 has been received and sent to CAFOD from the parish of the Good Samaritan. May God bless 
your generosity. Please see the Parish website for more information 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA REMINDERS 

Mass for Deceased members: This will take 
place at 7pm at Christ the King on Monday 15th No-
vember.      All welcome. 

Council Meeting: Brothers are remind-
ed that the monthly meeting will be on 
Monday 8th November at 8.00pm 

COP26 LETTER TO OUR LOCAL MP, ANTONY HIGGINBOTHAM 

The Cafod Group sent a letter to our MP giving our views on what our government 

should to. We look forward to his reply. There’s a feature in the Burnley Express https://

www.burnleyexpress.net/news/politics/burnley-christians-urge-action-at-cop26-to-protect-the-earth-

3442415        Thank you to everyone who signed the letter, and to Paul for coordinating things. 



 

PRAYER FROM BISHOP JOHN FORCOP 26 (EXTRACT) 
Loving Father, we acknowledge that the Earth, our common home is damaged. …...Send 
your Spirit to encourage and strengthen our world leaders as they meet at COP26. Cause 
them to discern the way that we must now go, agreeing the changes and decisions nec-
essary to begin to repair the damage done and to prepare a healthy and secure world for 
future generations. And we ask Mary, our Mother, to intercede for us, and with us, in our 
need. Amen. 

CHURCH STEWARDS 

Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church possible as we continue to 
work at remaining safe. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team. 

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES 

Sadly the appeal has to continue. There are lots of places where you can drop off ac-
tual groceries—non-perishables please unless it’s oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets 
and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do Barclays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in 
the town centre. Why not choose a few extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you 

can afford, and help families in great need. 

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving  
by making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving 
webpage has passed the £10,000 marker!! Well done young’uns!! You can donate cash at 
St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £115.00 being donated 
during October.      Thank you all for your great generosity. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY DEANERY NIGHT FEVER 

A Night Fever event is designed to be an evangelistic exercise, in that it in-
cludes inviting people to come into church from the street, to light a candle, 
to say a prayer, or just to sit down for however long they might wish to stay. 
We also have priests from the Deanery  for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

As part of the Hope in the Future programme Christ Church in Nelson have 
been asked by the Deanery to host Night Fever this Advent on 

Friday 3rd December 2021 from 6.00pm—8.00pm. 

We will need people to be in church, praying that there will be a positive response to our invitations, 
and praying for those who enter the church, that the Holy Spirit will touch their hearts and minds, 
and bring about real effects of grace into their lives. 

We will also need some apostles - those who venture forth into the nearby streets to hand out can-
dles and to invite people to come into the church to light their candle, or say a prayer for an inten-
tion or for another person, or for someone who has died. 

Let us begin now to pray for the success of this event, that in being prepared to step out and do 
something new, we might meet the Lord who stops at nothing to win one more soul! 

FR DAVID’S FIRST DEANARY MASS FOR DECEASED PRIESTS AND PEOPLE AS DEAN 

This Deanery Mass will be the first celebrated by Fr David since taking up post as Rural Dean. It 
would be encouraging and supportive to Fr David if as many people from the parish were to join the 
celebration with him and other priests of the Deanery will concelebrate the Mass which is to be held 
at 12 Noon on Tuesday 9th November at Sacred Heart Church, Colne at Midday. It would also be a 
worthy recognition by all of us for all the caring work and imagination with which he has led us, as a 
community, through the difficulties of the pandemic.   Please come! All are welcome.  

THE RIGHT TO A PRIEST IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION 

A disturbing detail emerging from this tragedy of the killing of Sir David Amess, a de-
vout Catholic, was that he was denied the comfort of a Catholic priest as he lay dying, 
because of the police cordon. To most of us it is vital to have a priest minister to us at 
our hour of death. There is a petition to asking that this access be given. Please sign 

at:  https://citizengo.org/en-gb/rf/204957-support-amess-amendment?tcid=92331133 



 

MINSTERACRES EXPLORERS -  

Six Parish people are going to the North East on the weekend of the feast of Christ the King to join 
with the speaker Rev John Bell to discover "Humour and Horror in the Bible". We shall light a can-
dle for the parish during the weekend and photos of the groupwill appear on our website!  

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME MASSES 

Please note the additional Masses this week for the parents and children who are entering, and will 
be ’formally’ presented to this year’s Sacramental Programme 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK COMMENCING 8TH NOVEMBER 

Whilst St Mary’s church remains closed, all Masses and Services are taking place in the other two 
churches. This is the planned programme for week-commencing 8th November  

Monday   Weekday 

   9.30am St John’s  

                       7.00pm  St Mary’s Sacramental Programme Presentation Mass at Christ the King  

Tuesday  Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  

   9.30am Christ the King   

   6.30  St Johns: Sacramental Programme Presentation Mass 

Wednesday St Leo the Great 

   9.30am Christ the King  7.00pm St John’s  

Thursday  St Martin of Tours 

   9.30am Christ the King  10.30am St John’s 

Friday   St Josaphat 

   9.30am St John’s   12.00 noon Christ the King 

Saturday  Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King 

    Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s    6.30pm Christ the King  

Sunday:   33rd Sunday in Ordinary time 

   9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King   9.30am**  and  11.00am St John’s 

   **The Sunday 9.30am Mass at St John ’s will be live-streamed. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 
5.15pm to 5.55pm at St John’s church, prior to the Vigil Mass. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconcili-
ation every Saturday at Christ the King church from 10.30am to 11.30am.                                                    
EXPOSITION: There will be Exposition starting 30 mins before each weekday Mass 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

Could those who contribute to St Mary’s or St John’s by Standing Order,  please kindly 
contact your bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as follows:  

Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish      

Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640 


