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Good Shepherd Sunday 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Today is Good Shepherd Sun-
day when we think of Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd. It is cele-
brated in the season of Easter 
to remind us that the Lord Je-
sus is alive and at work in his Church. The 
Good Shepherd is faithful to his role of 
looking after the sheep in his charge. We 
see Jesus as being the faithful shepherd 
looking after the Church. Just as he called 
his first disciples directly to change their 
way of living and to follow him, for genera-
tions, the Lord has continually called people 
to serve him in his Church as Priests, Dea-
cons and Religious. 

In today’s Gospel, we hear that Je-
sus is the Good Shepherd who 
knows his sheep intimately and is 
known by them. Unlike the hired 
man, he is willing to lay down his 

life for his sheep. We know that 
Jesus died for our sins to be 
forgiven so that we might enjoy 
eternal life with God. The Risen 
Lord is always at work in his 

faithful people, so it is through the Church 
that the promise of salvation is offered to 
the world.  

For this reason, today is also the World Day 
of Prayer for vocations. It is important that 
we sincerely pray for vocations in the 
Church because the Lord continues to call 
people to serve him but in our increasingly 
secular world, his voice is often drowned 
out by other voices. May those whom the 
Good Shepherd is inviting to follow him, 

find within their hearts, the courage 
and generosity to respond to Him.  
May we all play our part in encour-
aging vocations through our love for 
the Lord, the Church, the Mass and 
the Blessed Sacrament.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  THE WEEKEND’S LITURGY  

Year of St Joseph 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES 

Public Masses for the parish as follows. They may be subject to change at short notice so, if you can, check 
daily on the parish website for updates.  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 mins before all of the weekday Masses.  

Masses 

Monday        9.30am St Mary’s       7pm Christ the King 

Tuesday:        9 30am St Mary’s           12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday      9.30am St Mary’s         7.00pm   St John’s 

Thursday:        9.30am St Mary’s       10.30am St John’s 

Friday:        9.30am St Mary’s       12 Noon Christ the King  

Saturday:         9.30am St Mary’s   6.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s 

Sunday:                  9.30am St Mary’s    10.45am Mass St John’s       5pm Mass Christ the King  
NB: We plan to reinstate the 6.30pm Vigil Mass at St Mary ’s from Saturday 8th May 

Exposition and Reconciliation 

Every Saturday there will be Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. 
The Reconciliation will take place on the Sacred Heart altar.  

“…….the good 
shepherd is 
one who 

lays down 
his life for 
his sheep…..  



 

Lately Dead:   
Luis Maria Ramos Tolosa, Michael Cunnie, Clarice 
Grace, Mary Anne Melvin. Sean Hyland, Patricia 
Fildes, Kath Horsfall,  Patricia Howe,  
 
Anniversary:  Mary Walsh, Mary Tuniane, Fred 
Dixon.Maureen Tiernan,  

 
 
Birthday Memorial:  
John Frazer. 
Other intentions: A special intention, Good Sa-
maritan Clergy, Ann Carney, Norah and Walter 
Lister, A Happy 91st Birthday., Canon Frank 
Deeney, Bany Henry,  
Candle in Towneley Chapel: Fr David Feather-
stone, Andrew Harrison, Alice Fortune. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

GARDENERS ‘DAY OUT! - SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Can you join us and help tidy the side garden at St Johns on Tuesday 27th April we are 
going to meet at 2pm, if you can join us please bring with you the odd gardening tool. 
The best thing about the afternoon is when we’re done we plan to have a coffee and a 
natter at Barden Marina 

All these arrangements are weather permitting 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL—PARISH CONFERENCE 

The conference would again like to thank everyone who has so generously sup-
ported us and donated funds during the COVID - 19 pandemic. In spite of the re-
strictions we have again been able to support a family with help towards funeral 
costs, a family needing washing machine repairs, a homeless person with support 
for travel and accommodation, a further donation to the SVP Sudan appeal for the 

baby feeding programme. We have tried to keep in touch with homebound parishioners by tele-
phone  and have taken out cake boxes with a buffet meal at Eastertime. Sadly during the last 12 
months, three of our members have died. Pat Fleming, David Hartley and Elaine Cartmell. May they 
rest in peace. We keep you all in our prayers and hope you have had a blessed Easter. More help-
ers very welcome from all parts of the parish. 

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

The Year was introduced in October 2020 as a tribute to St Joseph 
for his role in the life of Jesus and Mary, and on in the life of the 
church and each of us. Pope Francis wrote a really lovely letter to 
introduce the Year and it is available online at  https://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-
proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html (sorry it’s so long!). Pope Francis 
writes in a very easy-to-read style, expressing his thoughts in sim-
ple stages and words, and his love and admiration for St Joseph 
beams out through the letter. It is worth reading—not all in one 
go, but taking it one chapter at a time. A great prayer in itself. 

COVID CHAMPION NEWS 
In our parishes, we want to keep ourselves & families safe & wish for protection of 
the whole community. It is so important that we vaccinate everyone, so we can 
enjoy our lives & town again. 
If you know of anyone who hasn't received the vaccine & would like to, information 

is available on NHS website or e-mail; mcsollis@yahoo.co.uk. Thank you.  

ECCLESIASTICAL EDUCATION FUND 
Sunday 25th April is Good Shepherd Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Easter, which is a day of prayer for 
Vocations to the priesthood and Religious life. We will not be having a parish collection this year to 
support the training of priests for the Diocese, but if anyone wants to make an individual donation 
by cash or by cheque payable to “EEF”, we will ensure it gets passed onto the Fund. Thank you.  

I used to believe that prayer changes things, but now I know that prayer changes us,     

                   and we change things.  St Teresa of Kolkata 



Send Your Holy Spirit 
Heavenly Father, You have created each of us to love You 
and your people. 
You have chosen some to serve by responding to the particular call to 
the priesthood and religious life. 
Send your Holy Spirit to stir the hearts of those You have 
designed to follow this path of spiritual leadership. 
We pray this petition, faithful and most gracious God, in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  

Pope John Paul II 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION FOR 
APRIL  

Fundamental Rights 
    We pray for those 
who risk their lives 
while fighting for fun-
damental rights under 
dictatorships, authori-
tarian regimes and even 
in democracies in crisis.  

FOODBANK—PLEASE KEEP GIVING 

Sadly the appeal has to continue. You 
can drop food off at most Spar stores. 
You can also contribute online (via 
Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/

BlessedTrinityJustGiving. You can donate cash at 
St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly 
marked envelope. This led to £139 being donated 
during March.  Congratulations to everyone at 
Blessed Trinity—their website has now ap-
proaching the £8,500 marker!! Thank you all 
for your great generosity. 

CAFOD 

We are grateful for your continued support and appreciate a donation by cheque 
of £50.00 and cash donations of £23.00p  

By donating to CAFOD, you are supporting the Caritas church network, one of 
the largest aid networks in the world. With your generous support they are able 
to reach out to communities in 165 countries, through a global family of experts 
who know where the need is greatest and how to respond. The coronavirus pan-

demic has pushed even more communities into extreme need, with families in refugee camps or ar-
ea of conflict facing a new and deadly threat from the virus itself, and from lockdown restrictions. 
Please keep their work in your prayers."  

STEWARDS IN OUR CHURCHES 
We are very dependent on the generosity of our wonderful 
stewards. We are very grateful for the dedication they have 
shown throughout. If anyone would like to become a steward 
please contact Fr David. 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

FEAST DAYS W/C 26TH APRIL 

Monday        Easter Weekday  
Tuesday      Easter Weekday    
Wednesday   St Peter Chanel 

Thurs day  St Catherine of Siena 
Friday     St Pius V 
Saturday 1st May  St Joseph 
the Worker   

Sunday 2nd May    Fifth Sunday of Easter 

THY KINGDOM COME PROJECT—PLEASE JOIN IN! 

Praying the psalms from Ascension to Pentecost is an annual in-
ternational  event entitled  “Thy Kingdom Come. Glob-
al”. Churches Working Together in Burnley are inviting the Good 
Samaritan Parish to cover Day 4. It's a prayer, reflection and 
psalm that we record and then forward to be shown on the 
Churches Together You tube channel. and our website. If you 
would like to be one of the three voices please contact Karen 431723 for more information - Thanks 

Stay with us 

Lord on our 

journey 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I’ll not want 


