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Thank You 
Our collective praise and thanks to our clergy for their ministry over the Easter season. The range of ser-
vices was as full as the current restrictions allow, and gave us access to participate fully and be spiritually 
nourished and fulfilled in the Triduum. Thanks for Mark’s excellent work in planning attendances, and our 
stewards’ diligence which made our experiences safe. The praise  from far and near for the live-streamed 
services has been fulsome, and a great credit to the streaming team. So, from the parish, thank you, and 
God bless your work and the gifts you have brought to us all. 

The Gospel takes place on the first 
Easter Sunday. The Disciples are low 
because they have let down Jesus, 
to whom they had pledged their loy-
alty just before his death. They had 
now broken these promises within 
hours of making them. They are al-
so filled with doubt, guilt, fear, grief and despair.  

Like the disciples we might sometimes wish we 
could turn back the clock, to be before we act in 
a particular way, before we say what we or did 
something that we regretted. However life is not 
like that, we have to live with our mistakes and 
our regrets so we should not allow them to get 
the better of us. The Lord tells us that he has 
come that we may have life and that we have it 
to the full. We need to remember our mistakes 
and our sins so we can hopefully not repeat them 
and have to face again the guilt, and regret that 

we have to live with.  

When we give into temptation, let the 
Lord down and ourselves down too, 
we can take encouragement from the 
fact the disciples too let the Lord 
down. Easter does not take away our 
mistakes or remove our pain or our 

fears, however it does introduce something new 
to the reality of our lives as well as our pain and 
our fears; it gives our lives meaning. The reality 
of Easter lights up our lives 
and our pain and suffering 
with the great promise of 
peace and hope.  Everything is 
to be seen in a new light, eve-
rything is new  because Jesus 
is alive and he speaks his 
words of peace to us as he 
spoke them to his Apostles.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 2021  

Year of St Joseph 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES 

Public Masses for the parish as follows. They may be subject to change at short notice so, if you can, check 
daily on the parish website for updates.  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 mins before all of the weekday Masses.  

Masses 

Monday        9.30am St Mary’s       7pm Christ the King 

Tuesday:        9 30am St Mary’s           10.30am St John’s 

Wednesday      9.30am St Mary’s         7.00pm   St John’s 

Thursday:        9.30am St Mary’s       10.30am St John’s 

Friday:        9.30am St Mary’s       12 Noon Christ the King  

Saturday:         9.30am St Mary’s   6.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s 

Sunday:                9.30am St Mary’s    10.45am Mass St John’s       5pm Mass Christ the King  
Please note we have reinstated the 6pm Vigil Mass at St John’s. 

Exposition and Reconciliation 

Every Saturday there will be Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. 
The Reconciliation will take place on the Sacred Heart altar.  

“Peace be with 
you ……   

Why are you so 
agitated, and 
why are these 

doubts rising in 
your hearts?” 



 
Lately Dead:  Patricia Howe, Gerald Kelleher, 
Cath Biddulph (Nee Bates),Fr Michael McCoy, Fr  
John Kearns, Michael Cunnie (Chicago), Prince 
Philip, Margaret Nutter, Luis Maria Ramos Tolosa. 
Ron Caple 
Anniversary: Mary McNamara, Bob Thomas, 
Maureen Ghee, Gerard Keough, Aiden Stephen-
son, Ann Carney,  Alice Fortune, John Hutchison, 
Carole Ross, Michael Reynolds, Mary Melvin, 

Kathleen Bottomley, Margaret Hoyle. Winifred 
Towler. 
 
Birthday Memorial: Megan Vassallo. 
 
Other intentions: Good Samaritan parish     
clergy, Special intention, Vincent Kennedy, Pearl 
and family, Sr Helen Delaney, Diamond Jubilee, 
for a nephew’s return to good health. 
Candle in Towneley Chapel: Andrew Harrison, 
Leo Whitehead, Thomas, Earnshaw and Heselden 
families, Alice Fortune, Fr David Featherstone. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

CAFOD 
Thanks to your generosity a further £160.00 has been forwarded to CAFOD as part of our 
Lent Fast Day donations.  May we once again thank you for your support and wish you all 
the blessing of the Easter Season. 

MISSIO RED BOX DONATIONS 
In 2020 one of our communities raised £2,076.04through your Red Box donations. THANK 
YOU. Communities around the world are so grateful that people here in Burnley are support-
ing them through prayer and your generous donations. Also  donations so far for 2021 have 
raised £785.29. Prayerful loving thanks for your ongoing generous support. 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL—PARISH CONFERENCE 

The conference would again like to thank everyone who has so generously sup-
ported us and donated funds during the COVID - 19 pandemic. In spite of the re-
strictions we have again been able to support a family with help towards funeral 
costs, a family needing washing machine repairs, a homeless person with support 
for travel and accommodation, a further donation to the SVP Sudan appeal for the 

baby feeding programme. We have tried to keep in touch with homebound parishioners by tele-
phone  and have taken out cake boxes with a buffet meal at Eastertime. Sadly during the last 12 
months, three of our members have died. Pat Fleming, David Hartley and Elaine Cartmell. May they 
rest in peace. We keep you all in our prayers and hope you have had a blessed Easter. More help-
ers very welcome from all parts of the parish. 

COVID CHAMPION NEWS 
In our parishes, we want to keep ourselves & families safe & wish for protec-
tion of the whole community. It is so important that we vaccinate everyone, so 
we can enjoy our lives & town again. 
An example of this took place on Tuesday evening 6th April, a drop-in clinic at 
St Peter's Health Centre was able to offer the 'jab' to those who are hard to 
reach & have complex needs in our community. The doctors, medical staff & 
volunteers at the centre were working jointly with 'Church on the Street', Build-

ing Bridges in Burnley & myself to make this happen. The response was very successful. 
If you know of anyone who hasn't received the vaccine & would like to, information is available on 
NHS website or e-mail; mcsollis@yahoo.co.uk. Thank you.  

CENSUS 2021 - IT’S NOT TOO LATE 

Even if you've missed Census Day there is still time to complete your 
census.  Every household is required by law to complete the census 
and even though Census Day – 21 March 2021 – has been and gone, 
it is not too late to complete a questionnaire. There has been a great 
response to Census 2021 so far, but everyone needs to respond as 

soon as possible to avoid a fine.  By taking a few minutes to complete the form you will be helping 
shape the local services in your community – the bus routes, school places, the hospital beds. 
People can ask a trusted person, such as a friend, family member or carer, for help when complet-
ing their form.  Over the phone and in-person support is available at any library or from the Census 
Support Centre at Burnley Training College on 01282 792393.  

 



POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION FOR 
APRIL  

Fundamental Rights 
    We pray for those 
who risk their lives 
while fighting for fun-
damental rights under 
dictatorships, authori-
tarian regimes and even 
in democracies in crisis.  

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES AND GROWS 

Sadly the appeal has to continue. You can drop food off at most Spar stores. You can also con-
tribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. You can donate 
cash at St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £139 being do-
nated during March.  Congratulations to everyone at Blessed Trinity—their website has now 
burst through the £8,000 marker!! Thank you all for your great generosity. 

STEWARDS IN OUR CHURCHES 
We are very dependent on the generosity of our wonderful stewards. 
We are very grateful for the dedication they have shown throughout. 
If anyone would like to become a steward please contact Fr David. 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Mon 19 Apr   Easter Weekday  
Tues 20 Apr  Easter Weekday    
Wed   21 Apr   St Anselm 

Thurs 22 Apr  Easter Weekday 
Fri  23 Apr   St George 
Sat  24 Apr  St Fidelis of    
             Sigmaringen  

Sun 25 Apr  Third Sunday of Easter 

THY KINGDOM COME PROJECT—PLEASE JOIN IN! 
Praying the psalms from Ascension to Pentecost is an annual internation-
al  event entitled  “Thy Kingdom Come. Global”. Churches Working Together in 
Burnley are inviting the Good Samaritan Parish to cover Day 4. It's a prayer, 
reflection and psalm that we record and then forward to be shown on the 
Churches Together You tube channel. and our website. 
If you would like to be one of the three voices please contact Karen 431723 for 
more information - Thanks 

ECCLESIASTICAL EDUCATION FUND 
Sunday 25th April is Good Shepherd Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Easter, which is a day of prayer for 
Vocations to the priesthood and Religious life. We will not be having a parish collection this year to 
support the training of priests for the Diocese, but if anyone wants to make an individual donation 
by cash or by cheque payable to “EEF”, we will ensure it gets passed onto the Fund. Thank you.  

Stay with us 

Lord on our 

journey 

 Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do 
not understand. Our first reaction is frequently one 
of disappointment and rebellion. St Joseph set 
aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of 
events and, mysterious as they seemed, to embrace 
them, take responsibility for them and make them part 
of his own history. Unless we are reconciled with 
our own history, we will be unable to take a single 
step forward, for we will always remain hostage to our 
expectations and the disappointments that follow. 
The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not 
one that explains, but accepts. Only as a result of 
this acceptance, this reconciliation, can we begin to 

glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. The faith 
Christ taught us is what we see in Saint Joseph. He 
did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open 
eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it. Joseph’s 
attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as they 
are, without exception, and to show special concern for the 
weak, for God chooses what is weak. He is the 
“Father of orphans and protector of widows” (Ps 68:6), 
who commands us to love the stranger in our midst. I like 
to think that it was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew 
inspiration for the parable of the prodigal son and the merci-
ful father . 
 

Pope Francis in his introduction to the Year of St Joseph “Patris Corde” 

With a Father’s Heart—The Year of St Joseph 

“Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and 

filled with good deeds, so that I may do only good to my 

neighbours.”                    St Faustina Kowalska 


