
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN            
ORDINARY TIME 

5TH NOVEMBER 2023      YEAR A 

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

Today’s Gospel Reading pre-
sents the same line of 
thought referring to the 
Pharisees and Scribes. Our 
Lord advises the people to 
follow their teaching but not 
their way of life because what they 
preach and expect people to listen to and 
put into practice, they themselves do 

not practice. They do not practice what 
they preach. They make stringent rules, 
but they do not follow them. They tell 
the people what they should do, but they 
do not keep the rules themselves. 
 

Jesus often was critical of the scribes 
and Pharisees, the religious leaders of 
the day for not being what they were 
supposed to be. They pointed out the 
rules to people but did not do anything to 
help make life easier for people. So he 
called them hypocrites, which is a word 
comes from a Greek word meaning 
“actor”. When we are not being what we 
are supposed to be~ when we say we are 

Christian and don’t act like we 
are one, we are being hypo-
crites, we are being 

like actors, not being true to 
ourselves. We prefer genuine 
people not those who are not 

who they say they are. We might fool 
some people for a while, but we won’t 
fool God and we aren’t really fooling our-
selves, because we should know the truth 
about ourselves. 
 

The message today is not only for reli-
gious leaders but also for anyone who is 
in a position of influence over others. As 
a teacher, mentor, parent, priest etc. 
people are looking up to our life for 

inspiration. If some aspects of our lives 
do not add up to what we say it is, we 
may be turning people away from Christ 
or the Church. We could make people or 
harm people by our way of life more than 
by the things we say to them. As St. Fran-
cis of Assisi once said: “Preach the Gospel at all 
times and if necessary, use words.” 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

FR BENJAMIN GARBA 

We welcome back Fr Benjamin after his short period away from us helping out in another parish. As already ad-
vised, Fr Benjamin will be with us for a few more weeks prior to taking up a new Appointment as Assistant Priest 
at St Bernard’s parish, Burnage in South Manchester. Please keep him in your prayers during this time. 

REMEMBER REMEMBER 5TH NOVEMBER …….. BRASS BAND CONCERT AT ST MARY’S 

BMP Band will present the concert at St Mary’s today Sunday 5th, starting at 2.00pm. Admission is 
free - there will be a voluntary collection towards band and parish funds. We’ll have 
drinks and cakes / biscuits for sale in the interval. There will be a Raffle with many 
exciting prizes which will be drawn at the time. It will be a mixed bag of music to suit 
everyone’s taste: Hymns to Marches; Musicals and Films to sometime-Pop. Great en-
tertainment for everyone! Sit back, relax and enjoy!  

Donations of raffle prizes would be welcome and donations of cakes on the day. 



 

Lately Dead: Matthew Townley,  

Ged MacWilliam. Sr Lucia FMSJ,  

Anniversaries: Sir Simon Towneley, Margaret 
Tracey, Irene Haygarth, Henry Gaughan. 

In Memoriam:  Mary Fleming, deceased mem-
bers of the Fleming family, Vincenzo Licastri, 
Harry Giltrow 

Others: Mass for a sick person  

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

NOVEMBER MASSES—DATES FOR THE DIARY  

QUICKIES FOR CHRISTMAS! 

 St John’s has some beautiful Christmas Cards for sale: on display at the back of church. Just £3.99 a pack   

 Diary Date: 8th December at the KSC—The Annual Christmas Cracker Concert. Quality en-
tertainment amongst friends! 

 St. John’s Christmas Hamper Raffle - come and try your luck! It’s stuffed full of lots of love-
ly Christmas food drink and treats. Tickets are £1 each and available from St John’s after Mass. 
All proceeds to parish funds. 

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The winning 
Bonus ball number for Wednesday 11th October was number 50  

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~  Shirley St Mary’s ~ Claire  Christ the King ~ Rollover 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy. It’s simple to enter: put you name 
on the sheet at the back of each church, pay £2 and wait for the winnings to roll in!! 

The winner will be the one in each church who has chosen the number drawn out on the following 
Wednesday. The winner will get 50% of the takings which could be up to £50. The remainder goes 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUP 

Our next gathering for those in 
school Year 9 and over will 
gather from 6.30pm to 8pm at 
St Mary’s parish rooms this Thursday 
9th November. 

A simple parental consent form will need 
to be completed in order to attend.  

TUESDAY CLUB AT ST. MARY’S 
The Tuesday club meets every 
Tuesday from 1pm to 3.30pm in 
the Parish Rooms at St Mary ’s. We 
have games of Bingo, refresh-

ments and a good “catch up” with friends. 
All are welcome from across the parish. For 
more information please contact Marie tel 
07427770970. 

“THE BIG PICTURE” ~ A DVD COURSE 

The Big Picture is the title of our new DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course 
consists of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month continuing this 
Friday on Creation. This will be held in St Mary’s parish rooms at 12.30pm (after the midday Mass). 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA  
Mass for the deceased brothers will be 
celebrated at St Mary’s at 9.30am this  
Saturday 11th November.  

All are welcome. 

 

BEREAVEMENT MASS   
This will take place at St John’s on Saturday 
18th November at 12.15pm. It will be followed 
by refreshments in the parish hall.  

All are welcome. 

NEWS ABOUT MARK MCGEEHAN 

Mark is the seminarian from our parish who is currently in his third year at Oscott College in Bir-
mingham and in his fourth year of formation. He is always so generous with his time for the parish 
when he is home during the vacations. We are delighted to hear that he has just been accepted to 
as a Candidate for ordination to the diaconate and priesthood. This “candidacy” Mass will 
take place at the seminary on Tuesday 21st November. Fr David will represent the parish 
at this special occasion. Mark should be eligible to be ordained at deacon at the end of 
his 5th year at Oscott and as a priest at the end of his 6th year. Please continue to keep 
Mark in your prayers during this important time in his formation. 



 

DIOCESAN SYNOD 2023  -  2024   THE BIG LISTEN  

Thanks to the parish team for organising last week’s big listen. Special thanks to those who attended and took 
part. We hope you found it enjoyable and helpful. Please keep the Synod in your prayers. Thank you. 

MONDAY MORNINGS AT ST. MARY’S   

Tea and toast will be served in the parish rooms after 9.30am Mass on Mondays starting from this 
Monday 6th November. This will be organised by the Legion of Mary who will commence their 
weekly meeting at 10.30am in the adjacent Newman Room. All are welcome. 

CAFOD NEWS—31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Parish Donations Update – Many thanks for your kind donations to CAFOD’s recent Harvest Fast Day appeal. 
Together with other donations received in the last three months, £980.84 has been sent to CAFOD from the par-
ish. In addition to this many parishioners will have sent donations directly to CAFOD. 

Update on the Crisis in the Holy Land – You will have all been shocked and deeply saddened by the images 
and stories in the media continuing to come out of Israel and Gaza. CAFOD has worked with its partners in the 
region for many years and is currently in close contact with them to assess how best to provide support when it is 
safe to do so. Please continue to keep them and the whole region in your prayers.  

To find out more, visit the CAFOD website: 

https://cafod.org.uk/news/emergencies-news/israeli-palestinian-crisis-how-you-can-help 

SOCIAL GROUP AT ST. MARY’S  

Our next gathering will be this Thursday 9th November from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Please 
join us in the parish Rooms for tea, coffee, darts, table tennis, a quiz, cards and most im-
portantly a chance to chat. All are welcome. 

YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS FOR LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2024 

Sinead  Donohue will be speaking briefly at Masses this weekend to encourage young adults (aged 
18 plus) to consider volunteering as helpers at the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 
France as part of the newly formed St John Vianney Deanery Lourdes Group. Sinead 
will be inviting those interested to a gathering with pizza and cake at St Mary’s Parish 
Rooms at 6.30pm on Friday 24th November. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank 
and inform them that  payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: 
The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640      Thank you. 

DEANERY MASS FOR THE DECEASED PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE 
This year the St john Vianney Deanery Mass for the deceased priests of the Diocese will be cele-
brated at St Mary’s, Clayton le Moors at 7pm on Tuesday 14th November. It will be followed by 
light refreshments for all present. All are welcome. 

Afternoon of Remembrance at BTCC 

This Friday 10th November from 1.00pm, pupils of Blessed Trinity will be singing songs from the 
war and the band will play some Glenn Miller. Coffee, tea and cakes will be provided.  

For catering purposes, please contact Fr. David if you plan to attend. 

AFTERNOON TEA—WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER    
This ever popular event is to return once more.  Details to follow in the coming weeks but 

be sure to mark the date in your diary. 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery targeted 
for those people who are 

having difficulties in the cost 
of living crisis. You pay a registration fee of £5 for the 

year, and can then shop weekly (or more often if need 

be) for £4 per visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about  

£20/£30 in any other supermarket. The two shops are 
1) in the shopping centre square above New Look, and 
2) Valley St near the cemetery. They’re open Monday 

to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop in, see and buy! 



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 6TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2023  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Weekday  

   9.30am St. Mary’s    Only one Mass today 

Tuesday  St. Willibrord 

   9.30am St. Mary’s    12.00 noon St. John’s  

Wednesday All Saints Day — Holyday of Obligation  

   9.30am Christ the King   7.00pm St. John’s  

   6.30pm Mass for the deceased Catenian brothers at 
   Blessed Trinity College chapel   

Thursday  The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica     

10.00am Funeral Mass at St. Mary’s for Sr Lucia FMSJ RIP 

9.30am Mass at St. John’s      

Friday  St Leo the Great    

   12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition between 
           11.30am and 1155am  

Saturday   St Martin of Tours    

   9.30am Mass for the deceased KSC brothers at St Mary’s  

       10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Christ the King:  9.15am    and    5.00pm       
          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am  

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone          St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk     

Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Daily Prayer for Peace in Ukraine:  
It is clear that the need for peace in the world is great, and little 

sign that it will happen through worldly means. A parishioner has sug-
gested that say the ‘Our ’  Father at 9.00pm every evening. until the 

war ends.  Please join in!  

Exposition  

There will be Expo-
sition of the Blessed 
Sacrament starting 
30 minutes before 

each weekday 
Mass, Monday to 
Friday (Except be-

fore Funerals) 

Pope Francis’ Intention for November 2023 
For the Pope: We pray for the Holy Father; as he fulfils his mis-

sion, may he continue to accompany the flock entrusted to him, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit.  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

Stay with us 
Lord on our 

Journey 


