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FR DAVID’'S REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL THIS WEEKEND

s a child I was fortunate enough to grow up in two different small towns: Birtley
' near Gateshead and Buxton in Derbyshire. Both places have a special place in my

~ heart for me because I grew up there. Going back to these places now is strange
because a lot of the people I knew from those days have now moved on, but nev-
| ertheless, a mystical bond has been forged between myself and those towns of my

younger days.

Jesus goes back to Nazareth in today’s Gospel for the first time since he began his ministry ~
he would have really been looking forward to see his family, friends and fellow people of the
small town in which he lived until he was 30 years old. He was to end up disappointed dur-
ing the visit by the reaction of the people of his home town to him. The people remembered
him well and marvelled at his words. However Jesus had moved on in his life and in his mis-
sion but they could not move on with him: for them Jesus still remained the carpenter’s son.
They had no faith in him and so he was therefore unable to perform any miracles there. We
are told that this also made Jesus feel rather sad.

Jesus showed us that all people can change. He constantly gave people The Lovd has
the chance they needed to be forgiven by God and to become better sent me o bring
people. When we are young we often make mistakes but as we grow Hre good. mews to
up we can learn from these mistakes and move on from them and be-  Hie poor, to pro-
come a better person. May we, like Jesus, remember the people who doim liberty to
influenced us as we grew up but always have the confidence to become coptunes.

the person God wants us to become in our lives.

PuBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES—IMPORTANT CHANGES
Public Masses for the parish as follows. There are significant changes marked *

St Mary’s Church: St Mary’s church is still unfortunately temporarily closed as it needs essential repair. The
builders started work on Friday 1% July to erect scaffolding and thus begin investigatory work before giving
their assessment of how to proceed. We will keep you informed through theisNewsletter and through the
Web site. We are continuing to keep the usual programme going by using the other two churches in the
parish. The plans for the coming week are as follows:

.I:_d onc:Iay: g.ggam ?:EJ.O ?::* Kina* meMChrist(lt:he King:) Exposition There will be Ex-
uesday: .30am Christ the King o Mass (Funera " i
Wednesday: 9.30am Christ the King* 7pm Mass St John's position Of. [ Ble§sed P
Thursday: 9.30am Christ the King* 10.30am at St John’s, ment starting 30 mins befors 2l
Friday: 9.30am St John’s* 12 Noon Christ the King  the weekday Masses.
Saturday: 9.30am Christ the King*

Vigil Masses: 6.30pm Christ the King* 6.00pm St John’s
Sunday: 9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King 9.30am* and 11.00am St John’s

The Sunday 9.30am Mass from St John’s will be live-streamed.
EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every Saturday at
Christ the King church from 10.30am to 11.30am.

WHICH MAss To CHOOSE? At the moment the demand for the Vigil Masses is less than those on Sunday
mornings, so it may ease the stewarding and social distancing considerations if you choose to attend either
of the two Vigil Masses. Midweek Masses are more lightly attended, and can be used unless your only option
is at the weekend.



Birthday Memorial: John Featherstone, Ian
Fell, Edward Stuart, Albert Fell, Alf Duffield,
Other intentions: Brian Bennett, Clergy of the
Good Samaritan parish, in thanksgiving to pa-
Lately Dead: Sheila Delamere, Deborah Foster, rishioners at St John's for love and kindness, for
Derek Beardsworth, Peter Reynolds, Bill Hunter, prayers answered, Donor’s intentions. For a suc-
Andrew Harrison. cessful operation.

Anniversaries: Anthony Shutt, Amanda Bibi
Variyam, Sheila Yousef, Mark Buffey Corrigan,
Des Irvine

CAFOD NEws

The CAFOD group are very grateful for your continued generosity of £240 last
month. The need remains great with the continuing Coronavirus crisis around the
world. During the summer, CAFOD is asking you to take part in its ‘Summer
FUNraiser’. Are you a wannabe Olympian, tennis pro or football star? Take on an
active challenge for CAFOD this summer, individually or with your family, for
more details visit:

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Summer-FUNraiser

CAFOD’s campaign, ‘Reclaim Our Common Home’, continues in earnest and is a response to Pope
Francis’s call to take an active part in renewing our troubled societies by embracing the universal
values of solidarity and fraternity. We need to tackle the challenges that plague our common home:
the climate crisis, ending unjust debts and vaccinating all. This is particularly important as the UK
hosts the UN Climate Conference, COP26, in November. You can sign the online petition to the

Prime Minister here: https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/petition/1
For more CAFOD news and prayers during the summer break, please visit the CAFOD Group webpage on the
parish website.

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH

“The faith Christ taught us is what we see in chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor 1:27). He is
Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, the “Father of orphans and protector of wid-
but confronted reality with open eyes and ac- i ows” (Ps 68:6), who commands us to love the
cepted personal responsibility for it. Joseph'’s S stranger in our midst. I liRe to think that it
attitude encourages us to accept and welcome Be® was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew inspi-
others as they are, without exception, and to e ¥ ration for the parable  of the prodigal son
show special concern for the weak, for God W oA the merciful father (cf. LR 15:11-32).”

®ope Francis in ‘Patris Corde’

STEWARDS IN OUR CHURCHES Thank You

We are very dependent on the generosity of our wonderful stewards. We are very
grateful for their dedication throughout the pandemic. If you would like to become @&

a steward please contact Fr David.

FOODBANK—PLEASE KEEP GIVING

Sadly the appeal has to continue. You can drop food off at most Spar stores. You can
also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving You can donate cash at St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a
clearly marked envelope. This led to £125 being donated during June. Congratula-
tions to Blessed Trinity—their website has passed the £9,000 marker!!

Thank you all for your great generosity.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Most of our children have made their First Holy Communion at the Masses throughout
June. A few remain to receive the sacrament. Please keep all of them and their families in
you prayers. Sincere thank for everyone involved in their preparation for this major stage
in their spiritual lives.




SPONSORED BIKE RIDE—JOB DONE!! OVER TO THE SPONSORS

James Capstick was expected to arrive at his destination in Leeds on Thursday,
after his 770 miles cycle trip from Burnley to Inverness! That’s about 30 mara-
thons, only sitting down!! Well done Jamie!! Leeds is the centre of the Rob Bur-
row Foundation. The Foundation helps research and support people suffering
from Motor Neurone Disease. If you would like to sponsor James, or learn more
about this event, please see the following “Just Giving” page:

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jamescapstick4.

two very capable and competent priests.

VOCATIONS NEwWS
We would like to let you know that as from September there will be a new Diocesan
Vocations team in place. The new team will comprise of Fr Mark Paver and Fr Michael
Deas. This means that Fr John Hitchen and Fr David Featherstone will be stepping
down from their respective roles as Vocations Director and Vocations Promoter. Fr Da-
vid has been involved with vocations for the Diocese for fifteen years but both himself
and Fr John are delighted to be handing over the reins of this important ministry to

We are delighted to announce that our seminarian Mark McGeehan has now successfully complet-
ed his one year of formation in Valladolid, Spain and from September will continue his training for
the priesthood at St Mary’s College, Oscott, Birmingham. Please keep him and all our seminarians

in your prayers.

SAINT TERESA OF KOLKATA SPEAKING ON ‘LOVE ONE ANOTHER'

“Let no one
ever come to
you without
leaving better
and happier.”

“My prayer for you is that you may grow in the likeness of

Christ, being real carriers of God's love and that you really

bring his presence, first, into your own family, then, to the

next door neighbour, the street you we live in, the town we

live in, the country we live, then only, in the whole world,
that living example of God's presence.”

KSC 110 CLuB REOPENING

The Club has reopened: Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 19:00 — 00:00; | Stay with us
Sunday 14:30 — 22:00 All the appropriate Covid regulations will be fully im- Lovd on owr
plemented for your safety and enjoyment The Car Park will be available with journey

ANPR registration via registration at the keypad at the bar.

FEAST DAYS WEEK COMMENCING 5TH JuLY

Monday St Antony Mary Friday

Pope Francis’ Intention for July

Sotial Friendship
We pray that, in social,

Zaccaria St Augustine Zhao Rong economic and polifical
Tuesday St Maria Goreti and companions situations of conflict, ue
Wednesday Weekday Saturday Weekday may be courageos anol
Thursday  Weekday passionate orchitects of dialogue
Sunday 27thJune: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time ond friendship.
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Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
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