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For effective communication lis-
tening is everything but listening 
is not easy and there are many 
distractions to good listening. 
We don’t just listen to words 
said to us with our ears; we are 
to listen also with our minds, our 
hearts, our souls as well. I am sure we can recall 
words that have been said to us perhaps from 
many years ago, that touched our heart, and we 
can still recall them to this day. 

 

Jesus speaks in the Gospel today of the Word 
of God being like a seed falling into the ground. 
The growth of the seed depends very much on 
the kind of soil into which it is sown; if the soil is 
good, it will produce a rich harvest. It’s the same 
with a word; It’s a powerful thing. It can bring 
comfort, inspire, teach, challenge correct and 
change a life, or it can come to nothing. It is 
completely dependent on the attitude of the one 

who hears it and whether they really 
listen? Having a shallow mind or a 
hard heart, being preoccupied with 

worldly things or suffering persecu-
tion, are all obstacles to growth in 
faith. However, the Lord will never 
give up on us, never give up leading us 

on the right path to eternal salvation. 

 

The Word of God comes to us a friend and is a 
sign of God’s love for us. Through his Word, God 
calls us to a fuller and more fruitful life. Its pur-
pose is to enrich us, and a great enrichment does 
result when a person hears the word of God and 
acts on it. If we refuse to receive God’s Word or 
if we receive it but do not act upon it, then we 

will be missing out. However if we do listen to it 
then we will find true fulfilment in this life and 
the next, because we will be in tune with God’s 
will for us. 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

A word of thanks from Fr David 

I was very touched that so many people came to the Mass and the supper at Turf Moor 

afterwards on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood 

on Tuesday 11th July. It was a really memorable evening and am very grateful to all 

those who had a role in making it all run so smoothly. My own family who travelled to 

be present were made to feel very welcome and loved coming to Burnley. I spoke at the 

Mass about the love received as a priest from the Parish family as well as the family of 

the priesthood within the Diocese of Salford.  

At the Mass I was presented with a very generous cheque from parishioners or £1600.00 

for which I am very grateful. I also received a gift of £120.00 from the KSC for which 

am also very appreciative.  

Thanks also to you all for the wonderful cards, gifts and messages of appreciation and 

encouragement. It has been an uplifting and joyful occasion I will never forget.  

                     My prayers and warmest thanks to you all. Fr David  



 

Lately Dead: Margaret McLoughlin, Harry Boyle, 
Geraldine Brogan, Lewis Hankinson, Bille-Jo 
Welsby  

Other Intentions: Edith Brierley, 100th Birth-
day, Fr David’s 30th Anniversary  

Anniversaries: Paul Spencer (1st Ann)  

 

Birthday Memoriam: Mary Bryson, Maureen 
Quinn, William Wilson, Eunice Morgan  

Towneley Chapel Lamp: In thanksgiving 

The world promises you comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You were made for greatness. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Daily Prayer for Peace in Ukraine: It is clear that the need for peace in the world is 
great, and little sign that it will happen through worldly means. A parishioner has 
suggested that say the ‘Our’ Father at 9.00pm every evening. until the war ends.  

Please join in! 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

Over the past couple of weekends we have been celebrating with the children at the Sunday Mass-
es in all three churches with a number of families  from across the parish. We continue to pray for 

the children, their families and the parish community.  

THE LEGION OF MARY THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN Our Lady of Mercy Praesidium  

The Legion of Mary work is carried out through the intercessions of Our Lady and consists of 
attendance on a weekly meeting and the performance of a weekly task. The visits are carried 
out in pairs, mainly visits to the sick, housebound or elderly. Meetings are at 7.00pm on Mon-
days in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, and are held in a relaxed prayerful atmosphere and last 

about an hour. Men and ladies are most welcome.  Spiritual leader  Fr David. For more information 
call President  Maureen Bradley on 01282 456152 Mobile 07958 421225 

 CAFOD—BIG THANK YOU’S:  FIX THE FOOD SYSTEM AND VOLUNTEERS 

A BIG THANK-YOU, to every-one who signed the petition for CAFOD’s “fix the Food System” 
which focused on stopping the proposed plan to make it illegal for farmers in the de-
veloping world to use their own seeds. Well done we gathered a grand total of 
446 signatures which will be sent, through CAFOD, with all those received from 
across the Parishes of England and Wales, to the World Bank.  

It was a marvellous opportunity for us to “touch base” with our many supporters and 
on top of their great generosity help them to engage in CAFOD’s Campaign work.  Four new peo-
ple registered an interest in helping to take our work in the parish forward.  So many thanks 
to them also and we will continue to welcome more contact Anne Marie (07544 491425), 
Dominic (07999 512102) or Paul (07973 343054). We also received invitations to visit our schools 
in the parish to promote the Campaign.  

 

As you will know CAFOD’s work is built on 3 pillars, Fundraising, Campaigning and Prayer. So as we 
move into the Summer Holiday period may we all keep the work of CAFOD in our Prayers. Many 
thanks again for you support and involvement.  

SAMARITAN SUMMER SIZZLER  

Sincere thanks to all who organised last Sunday’s event which was very 
well attended and everyone seemed to love it. After costs were taken 
out, the event has raised £660.00 but most importantly brought us all 
together and raised our spirits. Sincere thanks to all who supported this 
event.  

We would hope to put this event on again next year. 



 

SOCIAL GROUP AT ST MARY’S 

Our next gathering will be on Thursday 3rd August in the St. Mary’s Parish Rooms from 
1.30pm to 3.30pm. All are welcome for tea, biscuits, table tennis, darts, a quiz and a chat.   

Prayer for Comfort and Peace 
Lord Jesus, we ask you to give us all around peace in our mind, body, soul and spirit.  We want 

you to heal and remove everything that is causing stress, grief, and sorrow in our lives.  
Please guide our path through life and make our enemies be at peace with us. 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA 

KSC Weekly Quiz: Every Monday at 8.30pm in the Club.  Come along and join a team. 

Sincere thanks to all who organised last Sunday
one seemed to love it. After costs were taken out, the event has raised £660.00 but most im-
portantlybrought us all together and raised our spirits. Sincere thanks to all who supported this 

DEANERY / DIOCESAN DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Deanery Holy Hour for the work of the Diocesan Synod with Bishop John at St Mary’s. This 
will  be held on Tuesday 25th July and start at 7pm and be preceded by refreshments in the parish 
rooms from 6.30pm.      Please support Fr David in his capacity as Dean 

Bishop John’s Ruby Jubilee Bishop John will be marking his 40th anniversary of priestly ordina-
tion with Mass at St John’s cathedral at 3pm this Sunday 16th July. All are welcome.  

HOME PRODUCE STALL—VOLUNTEERS 

The stall works really well after the 10.00am Mass on Sundays at St Mary’s. We 
have a happy  team of people who regularly provide the goodies, with other 
people making and donating as and when they can. Everything from cakes, to 
fruit in season, and plants—for bedding out and for eating! In the last nine 
months it has raised over £1250 for parish funds, too! Could you add to the team? Either provid-
ing the produce or by running the stall every few weeks (or both!)? If so, call Frank on 
07930508209 to chat. 

FLOWERS AT ST MARY’S—JOIN A TEAM 

Our enormous thanks go to Joan, our ‘Flower Lady’ at St Mary’s, would now like 
to build a small team of people who will eventually take over her creative and ful-
filling work of decorating the altar. Joan will help you ‘learn the ropes’ in a friendly 
and informal way, until the team is ready to ‘go’ and continue to produce displays 
that delight!. With a team, the workload will be lighter, and you can sort your 
time and input to suit. Please call Joan on 01282 429230 to chat. It’s an oppor-
tunity to be creative, and to bring pleasure to everyone who comes to St Mary’s. 

FR BRIAN’S RUBY JUBILEE—SPONSORED WALK  

Fr Brian Keeley, former priest of Christ the King, will celebrate his 40th Anniversary of priestly ordi-
nation next Sunday 23rd July.  To celebrate Fr Brian is planning a sponsored walk to Burnley and 
back in a day, on Thursday 20th July.  Monies raised will be donated to CAFOD and will assist the 
victims of the ongoing war in Ukraine. 

A JustGiving page has been set up for those who wish to make a donation; 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/brian-kealey-1687270003028 

Congratulations Fr Brian on your anniversary and fingers crossed for good walking weather!  

FOODBANK  

The people of the parish have given donations and goods, through and in addi-
tion to the excellent work of Blessed Trinity College, who have raised over 
£13,590 since they started. You are asked to continue to put food into the col-
lection point in many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site for fi-
nancial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will 
continue to accept money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the presbytery letter-
box.  Donations for June totalled £40     Enormous thanks to everyone. 



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 17TH JULY TO SUNDAY 23RD JULY 2023  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s    Only one Mass today 

Tuesday  Weekday  

   9.30am St. Mary’s    Only one Mass today  

Wednesday Weekday    

   9.30am Christ the King   

   10.00am Funeral Mass for Geraldine Brogan RIP at St. John’s 

Thursday  St Apollinaris  

   10.00am at St John’s   Only one Mass today 

Friday  St Laurence of Brindisi  

   12 Noon Mass  St Mary’s  preceded at 11.30am to 11.55am 
        by Exposition and Reconciliation.  

Saturday   St Mary Magdalene 

   9.30am St Mary’s 10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and  

        Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm 
       until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition    

       6.30pm St Mary’s 

Sunday  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Christ the King:  9.15am    and    5.00pm       
          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

         St John’s:    10.45am   

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone          St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Pope Francis’ Intention for July 2023 
For a Eucharistic life 

We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of their lives, 

transforming human relationships in a very deep way and opening to the encounter with God 

and all their brothers and sisters.  

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 
Sacrament starting 
30 minutes before 

each weekday Mass, 
Monday to Friday 
(Except     before 

Funerals) 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact 
your bank and inform them that  payment should now be made as follows: Name: The 
Salford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account num-
ber: 50404640      Thank you. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 


