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In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
takes His disciples out into a 
deserted place, a place of 
human loneliness, hunger, 
and thirst. Hungry and 
thirsty people have followed 
him out there. When the day 
was getting long, His disci-
ples tell him the obvious. “They are hungry,” 
they tell him. And Jesus’ responds; “Feed them 
yourselves.” Which is what He is telling us, His 
modern day disciples. We are likely to reply, as 
did to His disciples back then, “All we’ve got are 
five barley loves and only two fish. But what 
good that is that among so many? In other 
words: What good is that in the face of all that 
has to be done?” 

There is a lot of need in the world ~ in fact in 
each and everyone of us there is a longing, a 
hunger in the midst of our human restlessness. 
What should we do? The Lord does not leave us 

empty handed ~ he has giv-
en us enough for ourselves 
as well as plenty to share. He 
asks us to be open and will-
ing to share. In fact it is only 
when we realise that we have 
very little ourselves that we 
can realise that Jesus himself 

will do the providing for us ~ all we have to do is 
to play our part in the sharing and the Lord will 
do the rest.  

Life gives us chances to share ourselves with 
others and to let others share themselves with 
us. Are we willing to admit that we have hunger 
and thirst for something ~ that we have needs?  
Are we also willing to admit that we are depend-
ent on others to nourish our hearts and souls? It 
is good to be independent but unless we surren-
der some of this and admit that we need God 
and others to meet our needs, then we will end 
up still thirsting and hungry for some direction in life. 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION FOR 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE GRADUAL OPENING OF OUR CHURCHES TO THE PUBLIC 

Fr David continues to work to his practical and successful  ‘Festina Lente’ philosophy and we are 
gradually adding to the opportunities for parishioners to return to worship in church.  

PUBLIC MASSES ALL THREE CHURCHES IN GOOD SAMARITAN PARISH 

In mid-June, when permitted, we began with St Mary’s being open for private prayer each day for 
three weeks;  then since early July we have had weekday Mass there. This went very well and we 
felt we could take the next step and opened St John’s for weekday prayer for three days of the 
week. This has also gone well. So we will continue with the same pattern this coming week, with  
plans to increase the numbers of weekday Masses, by introducing weekday Masses at St John’s and 
at Christ the King: Therefore we propose the following plan for weekday Masses for the parish dur-
ing the week commencing Monday 3 August as follows: 

Monday 3 August:   St Mary’s 9.30am    Christ the King 7pm 

Tues 4 Aug:    St Mary’s 9.30am:    St John’s 12 Noon 

Wed 5 Aug:    St Mary’s 9.30am :    St John’s 7pm 

Thurs 6 Aug:    St Mary’s 9.30am and 7pm:  St John’s 10.30am 

Fri 7 Aug:    St Mary’s 9.30am:   

Sat; 8 Aug:    St Mary’s 9.30am 

We had hoped to be preparing for a limited number of Sunday Masses, but in the light of the return 
to partial lockdown these plans are on hold 

There will be opportunities for private prayer, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconcilia-
tion—see page 2 for details 

Man does not live by bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

God   Alleluia! 



 

 

 

Lately Dead: 
Fr Peter Sheahan  Trevor Roberts     
Brendan O’Dea   Maureen Broadbent  
Neil Doherty        Robert Franklin 

Sr Josepha Whitty            Joan Jopson 

Anniversaries 

Fergus Toman,    Kieron Toman,     
Kathleen Beckett   Norah Lawless 
 

 
In  Memoriam 
Mary Kennedy    Dominic Kennedy   

 

 

 

Other Intentions 

For a sick relative   Ramon Holt             
Fr Benneth’s intentions,    Fr Kevin’s intentions, 
A Special Intention 
Birthday Memories 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 Mon Aug 3rd: Weekday 

Tues Aug 4th: St John Vianney 

Wed Aug 5th : Dedication of the Basilica of St  
   Mary Major 

Thurs Aug 6th:   The Transfiguration 

Fri 31st Aug 7th:  St Sixtus II 

Sat Aug 8th:   St Dominic 

Sun Aug 9th:   19th Sunday of Ordinary  
    Time 

FEAST DAYS FOR THIS WEEK 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2020 

The Maritime World 
We pray for all those who work and 

live from the sea, among them sailors, 
fishermen and their families.  

Stay with us Lord 
on our  

journey 

MASSES  AND SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Streamed Sunday Mass: Please note that the 9.30am Mass from Sun-
day 9th August at St Mary’s will continue to be live-streamed. This Mass 
will be recorded and available to view later on Sunday morning, or early 
afternoon. 

Sincere thanks to the continuing commitment and gifts of our wonderful 
parish “live streaming team” of Mike, Diane, Rebecca and Daniel. 

Private Prayer at St John’s: Because we are introducing Masses the 
private prayer sessions will no longer be held. 

Privately Celebrated Masses: Fr Emmanuel or Fr Benneth will continue to celebrate Mass in pri-
vate at 9.00am Monday Friday Saturday.  

Exposition and Reconciliation: St Mary’s church will again be open for private 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament on Friday 7 August  from 10.30am to 
11.30. During this time the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel.  

Thank You: We have built excellent teams of stewards over the weeks and they do a really splen-
did job. Our thanks to them—without your help none of this would be viable!  

CAFOD PLEAS FOR SUPPORT 

CAFOD has joined with the UK Disasters Emergencies Committee to help 
millions of people whose lives are at risk, as coronavirus spreads across refugee 
camps and countries suffering conflict. CAFOD was able to respond as first cas-
es hit Northern Syria. You can donate directly to CAFOD at cafod.org.uk/
coronavirus to help CAFOD scale up its coronavirus response through our global 
Church family.  

Not the Great North Run: David Ross, a parishioner is plodding on through this challenge, and 
assuring all generous sponsors that their donations to Mind are not wasted, as he has just reached 
16 of the required 40 runs, and 60 of the 100 miles. He updates his JustGiving page each Sunday 
with a brief progress report, visible at:   https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/David-Ross41 

Plenty of running days left before the end date, 13th September, the date when the real event was 
due to happen. 



DEADLINE FOR ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER  - CONFIRMING THE CHANGE! 

Royal Mail has restarted its delivery service on Saturdays so our deadline your items and Mass offer-
ings is back once more. It is now to Thursday mid-day: Please send any items you would like to 
include to itemsforfrank@gmail.com for the Newsletter. If you would like it to also go onto the Parish 
Website please also send it to website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk  Thank you 

FOODBANK—KEEP IT UP! AN EXTRA PLEA! 

Sadly, the need continues for us to support the Foodbank. Here’s how:  

Every local Spar shop should have a collection point for non-perishable food  

There are two ways to make monetary donations: 

Online Donations: Blessed Trinity are supporting the Foodbank. Here is the website https://
tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. They have raised £3.516 so far! School is closed this week, but the site will 
still work. This week these donations have stayed the same, so  if you can, perhaps you will make an extra gift to 
this very necessary and worthy cause. 

Cash Donations (at St John’s only). You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly marked enve-
lope) at the presbytery or contact David H on 07434 763822 and we will see if we can collect. We 
will pass these on to the Foodbank via the Blessed Trinity website (above)—£20 was sent this week.       

Thanks to everyone who helps with this vital work 

THANK YOU FR BENNETH 

Fr Benneth CM will be leaving us on Friday 7th August to take up a new appointment as Assistant 
priest at Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Farnworth, near Bolton. We have been very blessed by his 
ministry during his short stay with us, much of which was during the lockdown. We are very grate-
ful to him for the joy he has shared with us and we wish him well as he takes up his new appoint-
ment. We wish him health, happiness and joy in his new appointment at Farnworth. 

FAREWELL FROM FR KEVIN  

To the wonderful people of the parish of the Good Samaritan in Burnley. Can I take 
this opportunity to thank you for your kindness, support, prayers and friendship over 
these past nine and a half years since I first took up a share in the Lord’s ministry 
among you. I have many happy memories and the time has been fruitful and happy 
for me. Of course, I am sad to be leaving but the Lord has work for me in another 

part of His garden. I can say that I am happy about the part I am moving on to,  but of course I 
will miss you., but dear ones, change is always with us.~ but I have the full knowledge that you are 
in the very strong hands of Fr David and the team and will be very well cared for and supported. 

 I would like to express my own thanks to Fr David for his friendship and thank him and the parish 
for the generous gift for my departure and the many cards and expressions of friendship 
I have received. May Almighty God bless you all, be assured of my prayers and continued 
friendship; take care of each other. Thank you for your companionship. 

The people of the parish re-echo Fr David’s thanks and good wishes—Thank you Fr Kevin 

SUCH A SUPER WEBSITE—GO THERE! ENJOY! 

Our Parish website has gone from strength to strength! Its content is excellent, and has 
grown to meet the demands of our current lockdown isolation, thanks to the tireless work 
of our small, dedicated team. Enormous thanks to them. 

Why not look at it and call someone who doesn’t have the internet. Keep them in the loop! 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/ 

 

INVITATION TO HELP CLEAN AT ST JOHN’S 

Monday 9.45am we are coming together to deep clean the whole of the inside of 
the church.  Dust busters, Hoover hoverers, Mop maneuverers, Window cleaners plus 
any other cleaning skills.   Lots of equipment to go round.   Many Hands in just one 
hour!  Many hands. Donated masks and gloves available with Social Distancing well 
practiced and in action. A lovely opportunity to show our one-ness as a parish—
invitation to all!!                   Be joyful in the Lord’s House doing  a great service! 



IN THE LIGHT OF THE CORONA VIRUS 

Because of the position the Church still  finds herself in, the obligation for the faithful to attend Ho-
ly Mass on  Sunday and on a Holy day of Obligation remains lifted until further notice.  

PARISH  SUNDAY MASS — LIVE STREAMING  

There will be a ‘live’ stream of the Mass from St Mary’s every Sunday at 9.30am. A recording will be 
available later in the day for those who cannot view the live stream.  

Daily Private Masses in the Parish 

Fr Emmanuel or Fr Benneth will continue to celebrate Mass  in private at 9.00am on Monday, Fri-
day, and Saturday. This will enable you, the people of God, to join in “spiritual Communion” with 
the priests and each other.  

Daily Streamed Masses    

There are live streams of daily Mass from Walsingham;  www.walsingham.org.uk and from The 
Good Shepherd parish in Colne; www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk.  

Offertory Collection and Donations 

As there are still no Sunday Masses If, in the circumstances, you are able to do this, it 
will be most welcome. If not, please keep your envelopes until churches re-open and 
make your donations as usual. To make a donation go to the website. On the right 
there is an icon (aside). Click on it and follow the instructions. Please Gift Aid if appro-
priate. It’s fully recognised that some people will now be in a worsened financial position and less 
able to give at the moment so please do not feel obligated. Thank you. 

Mailing the Newsletter 

Until we get back to normal activities, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr 
David tel 422007 with your name and address. He is happy to forward it to you. If you would like 
to include an item, or make a Mass Offering, please email your request by midday on Thursday.   

Thought for the Day 

These daily reflections from the parish clergy team are available on the parish web site each day.  

The Lord’s Day at Home 

These sheets, available on the parish website, are great for providing sacred time at home while 
the churches are closed. Go to. http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/  and follow the link 

Government guidelines 

Please do heed the Government’s current guidelines about staying safe. This will help protect your-
self and the vulnerable in the community.  

Many people are still self- isolating so make a call! 

Keep in touch! Keep others in touch through you! Call them and have a chat. 

There is new material on the website every single day—to lift you spiritually, to bring news, to stay together. 

The longer this goes on, the more these friendly calls are needed. Friendship and enjoyment! 

LOOK AT THE PARISH WEBSITE. IT HAS NEW, INTERESTING STUFF EVERY DAY 

PASS THE NEWS TO PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT ON THE INTERNET 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/  

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Kevin Tierney       St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Benneth Okonkwo C.M.      St John the Baptist    01282 423824 

Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com            Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com 
Parish of the Good Samaritan website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  


