
The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

Christ the King  St Mary of the Assumption   St John the Baptist   Burnley 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

29TH MARCH 2020 

LOOK AT THE PARISH WEBSITE. PASS THE NEWS TO PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT ON THE INTERNET! 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/  

Keep in touch! Keep others in touch through you! Call them and have a chat. 

FR DAVID’S REFLECTION THIS WEEK 

Everyone’s lives have been turned upside down by the Corona virus. We are being asked to 
stay at home, stay away from others and effectively go into quarantine. We are not able to 
come to Mass or receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation or the other sacraments or even 
to pray in our churches, which for now are closed. Totally right as all these measures are, 
they are very difficult for us to adapt to, because as Christians we are more naturally in-
clined to come together, to be in union and communion with others. Surprisingly I am see-
ing the privilege of being able to celebrate a private Mass with parishioners being in 
“spiritual communion” as enriching its celebration in a new way.  

The image of the 10th Station of the Cross whereby our Lord is “stripped” 
of his garments comes to mind in reflecting about our current situation. 
We are “stripped” of wonderful things that we have got used to and sud-
denly we find ourselves having to completely rethink how we practice 
our faith and how we act as Church. It is striking that this “stripping” for 
us, should coincide with Lent, because Lent is a time of change and 
growth as we prepare to commemorate the Death and the Resurrection 
of Our Lord. We began our journey of Lent committing to fast, pray and 
give to others in order to centre our lives more fully on God, and  yet 
now most of  us find ourselves having to continue to  do this without the 

assistance of what we always thought would be there to support us. 
In the Gospel, Ezekiel’s vision of God restoring life out of death comes true. Jesus builds on 
the faith of Martha, and in order to show the glory of God, raises from the dead his dear 
friend Lazarus who has been in the tomb for 4 days. We know that those who believe in the 
Lord will never die, they will live forever. Martha believed to the point of knowing for certain 
that Jesus was her Lord and Saviour. Like Martha, may we who also believe and trust in 
Christ as Our Lord and God, hand over all our fears for ourselves and our loved ones, to the 
One who brings us life, and who has conquered sin and death for ever.  

MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS ABOUT RECONCILIATION 
These words from the Holy Father should help us while the Sacrament is not currently available: 

“ ’I know that many of you go to confession before Easter… Many will say to me: ‘But Father…I 
can’t leave the house and I want to make my peace with the Lord. I want Him to embrace me… 
How can I do that unless I find a priest?’ 

“Do what the catechism says. It’s very clear. If you don’t find a priest to go to confession, speak to 
God. He’s your Father. Tell Him the truth: ‘Lord. I did this and this and this. Pardon me.’ Ask His for-
giveness with all your heart with an act of contrition, and promise Him, ‘afterwards I will go to con-
fession.’ 

 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c2a4.htm


FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

All of the days, Monday to Saturday, are Lent Weekdays, 
leading to Sunday, which is Palm Sunday and the start of 
Holy Week.  

A strange Easter celebration is close at hand. 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Kevin Tierney     St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M. St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Benneth Okonkwo C.M.    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com        Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com 

Parish of the Good Samaritan website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Lately Dead.  

Francis James Carter 

John Stansfield 

Albert Fell 

Birthday Memorials 

Trish Barry 

Anniversaries:   

Sylvia Barcroft 

Thomas Green Junior 

Brian Ennis, Eunice Morgan, 

Other Intentions:   

Colette Bailey’s Intentions 

For a prayer answered. 

Holy Souls 

Christine and Bernard Hargreaves 

Holy Father’s Intentions 

Thanksgiving for great kindness on 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE CORONA VIRUS 

The Bishops Conference of England and Wales has agreed that due to the Corona Virus, the churches cannot 
be open for Masses, Services or even private prayer.  Because of the position, the obligation for the faithful 
to attend Holy Mass on a Sunday and on a Holy day of Obligation is removed until further notice.  

Video Recording of Sunday Mass for the Parish 

Like last week, we will  be again uploading onto the parish web site a video recording of this Sunday’s Mass 
from St Mary’s for the 5th Sunday of Lent. This should be available from late morning/early afternoon on 

Sunday. Thanks to all those who have helped to make this possible: http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/  
Daily Private Masses in the Parish 

The priests of the parish will continue to celebrate Mass daily in the churches of the parish in private  (i.e. 
without the faithful being present). This will ensure that you, the people of God can join in “spiritual Com-
munion” with the priests of the Church, and each other.  

St Mary’s: Fr David celebrates at 9.30am  St John’s: Fr Emmanuel and Fr Benneth celebrate at 9.00am 

Keeping in touch as a Community 

Our webmaster, Mike, is doing a great job bringing all the church news to the website every day. Please 
keep looking at the site to learn what is happening, in the parish, diocese, and the wider world. There are 
many and varied services and provisions to keep us in touch with our faith and each other. We can offer 
strength to each other, and have a chat and a laugh 

We have numbers of parishioners who don’t use the internet, so please keep in touch with them—a chat will 
be especially welcome as well as passing on the news. 

Other Streamed Masses    

Please look for Mass from the National Shrine in Walsingham;  www.walsingham.org.uk or the live streaming 
from The Good Shepherd parish in Colne; www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk. 

Government Guidelines 

Please do heed the Government’s current guidelines and stay at home, except to buy food when essential. 
This will help protect yourself and the vulnerable in the community. “ 

Offertory Collection 

With no Sunday Masses at which to take a collection, please hang onto your envelopes until  things go back 
to normal then you can kindly bring your envelopes and contributions. Thank you.  

Mailing the Newsletter 

While the churches remain closed, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr David tel 

‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the  Son of God’ 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/
mailto:website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
http://www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk

