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and make his paths straight.
This means that the promised
fJoy of our salvation involves
~ " us in sorting out our priorities
Sunday the pink coloured can- in life; moving away from self-
dle on our Advent Wreath is lit ishness and sin, making God a
to speak of joy at the near- o priority and having sense of
ness of Christmas. Hopefully on our Ad- responsibility for our neighbour.
vent jour‘ney inspir'ed by Isaiah and John There is a great Joy in waiﬂng for the
we will increase in our desire to share Redeemer to come among us and to enjoy
the joy of being close to Christ. We do  eternal friendship with God. We need
this primarily by our witness to Jesus  therefore to play our part in shouldering
the light of the World through our love  our share of the workload for Christ.
and our faithfulness to the Gospel. Let us think of moments when we have
In TOdCly'S Gospel we hear of John the been surpr‘ised by JOY ~ maybe deligh'red
Baptist, who came to withess to God's  at the surprisingly positive reaction of
light upon this earth. When questioned  someone in a potentially awkward situa-
about who he is and why he is baptising, tion, or the unexpected acts of kindness
he replies he is a voice crying in the wil-  from a complete stranger who went out
derness to prepare a way for the Lord  of their way to help us.

The light on our Advent
wreath this Sunday burns
more brightly as Christmas
draws near. On this Gaudate

MASSES AT CHRISTMAS FOR THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Sunday Masses on 24th December (Fourth Sunday of Advent):
Masses: 9.15 Christ the King ~ 10am St Mary'’s ~ 10.45am St John's

First Mass of Christmas (Sunday 24th December)
St Mary'sat 6pm ~  Preceded at 5.30pm with a service of Carols and Readings
St John’s at 7pm ~  Preceded at 6.30pm with a service of Carols and Readings

Christ the King ~ Midnight Mass at 12.00 Midnight ~  Preceded at 11.30pm with a service of
Carols and Readings

Monday 25th December Christmas Day
Masses: 9.15 Christ the King ~  10am St Mary’s ~  10.45am St John's

PARISH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN: MASS OF THANKSGIVING AND LUNCH
Our annual Mass of thanksgiving will next take place on Saturday 6th January 2024 at 12 Noon at
St John’s church. This is an opportunity to give thanks for all those who have a voluntary role or
ministry through all three churches within the parish. It will be followed by a lunch for all presentin =~ | ;0
St John's Parish rooms. For catering purposes, if you intend to come to the lunch please put VU1
our name on the sheet at the back of each of the three churches.




Other Intentions: Brenda Brady, Sr Maureen
MASS INTENTIONS Maguire.

Christmas Intentions: Alan Oldham, Willie Salmon,

Lately Dead: Pauline Martland, Peter Jennings, Canning family, Gonzales and Summers families, Bri-
Mary Dillon, Jack Alexander Mitchell, Graham Ed- die and Francis O’Hara, Joan and Stephen Lawrenson
mondson, Paul Conolly, Marcel, Michael Kelly, Chris ~ Towneley chapel lamps: Mary Mortimer and
Supple, Patricia Tracey., Pauline Hird-Moyes, family.

Anniversaries: Andrew McNamara, Monica Bur-
row, Stephen Gleeson, Philip Guilfoyle, Annie Gor-
man, Peter Fletcher, Ann Pepper, Bridie O'Hara, Vin-
cent Snape, Daniel Gaughan, Patsy Green,

In memoriam: Mary Atkinson

Birthday Memoriam: Paula Giltrow-Helm, John
Coupe, Mary Coupe, Michael Thomas Gorman

PARKING NEAR CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
Neighbours to the church have recently complained that over the last few months cars are regularly being
parked across their driveways preventing them from the required access to their property. Would everyone
please kindly be considerate in their parking near the church, and perhaps even think if possible about park-
ing on Manchester road and walking to the church from there. Thank you.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2024

We are now able to proceed with the Parish Sacramental Programme for the baptised RC children currently
in Year 3 or above. The initial information meeting will be held at St Mary’s church at 6.30pm on
Wednesday 17th January 2024. During this information meeting, we will outline your child’s Sacramen-
tal journey which will lead to the children being prepared to celebrate Reconciliation and First Holy Commun-
ion.. This meeting will also allow parents/carers to book their time slot for the next meeting which will be a
"1 to 1” appointment for the child and their parents/carers with a priest and a catechist. The dates set aside
for these early evening appointments are as follows;

29th January — St Mary’s children 30th January — St John’s children
6th and 8th February — Christ the King children

Following these "1 to 1” appointments, parents will then receive full details of all further meetings and cele-
brations. If you have any questions please contact Fr David.

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 29th November was humber 57

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows:
St John’s ~ Maureen St Mary’s ~ Alison  Christ the King ~ Gabriella
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUP MONDAY MORNING MASS AT ST. MARY’S
T, This group for those in Year 9 or Tea and toast will be served in the parish
.ﬁ *above will next meet at the St Mary’s || rooms after 9.30am Mass on Mondays. This
\ h Parish Rooms on Thursday 21st will be organised by the Legion of Mary who will
I/ December from 6.30pm to 8pm. commence their weekly meeting at 10.30am in the
Newman Room. All are welcome.

CAFOD LAST MINUTE PRESENT PANIC?
Thank You! — The CAFOD group sends its ongoing thanks for your prayers and generous
donations throughout the year for the work of CAFOD. It is only possible for CAFOD to
leave "no one beyond reach” because of the funds you donate.
CAFOD's World Gifts — If you are still stuck for presents CAFOD have great solutions! From the cross shown at £5
to hundreds or thousands of ££££!! Gifts help those most in need in our world, from simply your money going
directly to practical changes that directly impact where people live . Go to. https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

e If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion in their
home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things.




DIOCESAN SYNOD—THE BIG LISTEN—CATCH-UP

For those who were not able to come to the recent Big Listen sessions for the Diocesan Synod,
you can still take part by taking a white envelope from the back of any of our three churches.
Inside you will find questions to consider and details about how the responses can be submit-
ted, which will be either directly online or by returning the envelope and placing it in one of the
boxes marked “Synod” which you will find at the back of each church over the next few weeks.
Please consider taking an envelope for your family or neighbours who might appreciate being
invited to take part. If you have any further questions about the Synod feel free to contact the
Parish Synod reps — Sam walshst@outlook.com or Lynne lynneoliver2@hotmail.com

Son. We wmake this praver to vou in his name. Amen

Advent Prayer
@God our Father, We thank vou for the joy of this third week of Advent. Open our hearts +o
praise by our love wd service to others, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, vour

0

on a strictly first come, first served basis.

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR THOSE ALONE

J Following on from the success of providing Christmas lunch last year for those who would
otherwise have been on their own, thanks to Fr David and our splendid volunteers, we're go-
|ng to have another this Christmas!, starting at 2.00pm on Christmas Day in St Mary’s Parish
| Rooms. If you — or someone you know would otherwise be alone this Christmas but would
prefer a bit of company, please get in touch with Mike Morris on 07563998334 or email him
on website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk But hurry — places are limited and we regret we have to offer them

ANNUAL PARISH TEA PARTY AT ST JOHN’S SCHOOL—YOU'RE INVITED THIS WEEK!

On Tuesday 19th December St John the Baptist Primary School will hold its annual Parish
Christmas Tea Party . The tea party is free to any members from across the parish . It starts at
1.30pm and will be finished for 3.00pm . The children will be performing carols and songs. Tickets

are available from the school office.
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’ SVP CONFERENCE ADVENT HOUSEBOUND MAss

% The SVP Good Samaritan Conference would like to say a very big thank you to all who attended the Advent
% Housebound Mass last Saturday. It was a wet and windy day but forty seven people made the journey to
5take part in the Mass celebrated by Fr Job. They then enjoyed our festive food, free raffle, and a good old

¢ natter and catch up . Merry Christmas to you all.
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special thanks to the catering team.

The raffle was drawn and the winner are below:
First prize Hamper no 189 Myles
Third Prize bottle fiz no 82 no name

GooD SAMARITAN PARISH WINTER WARMER

Many Thants to all who attended the Winter Warmer event at St Johns on Sunday, special E
thanks to all the volunteer helpers and all those who donated tombola prizes and cakes. Extra | .

T

Second Prize bottle gin no 106 Lemwell
Fouth prize bottle fiz no 37 Marcia

All prizes can be claimed from the office after Mass Sat/Sun or call Margaret on 07751025178.

CoST OF LIVING SUPPORT
Community 1S i @ grocery targeted for those people
Grocery who are having difficulties in the cost of

living crisis. You pay a registration fee of £5 for the year, and
can then shop weekly (or more often if need be) for £4 per
visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about £20/£30 in any oth-
er supermarket. The two shops are 1) in the shopping centre
square above New Look, and 2) Valley St near the cemetery.
They're open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop
in, see and buy!

rooms at 12.30pm (after the midday Mass).

@ w Fo,_ The people of the parish have given donations
ﬁ" b; and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed Trinity College, who have
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are
asked to continue to put food into the collection point in
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site
for finandial donations at https://tinyur.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the
presbytery letterbox.

“THE BI1G PICTURE” ~ A DVD COURSE

The Big Picture is the title of our new DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course consists
of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month. This will be held in St Mary’s parish




MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 24TH DECEMBER 2023
Please note the changes this week.
Monday Advent II Weekday
10.15am Funeral Mass at Christ the King for John Mitchell (RIP)
NB: Only one Mass today

Exposition

Tuesday Advent II Weekday There will be Exposi-

9.30am St Mary's 12.00 noon St John's tion of the BIe_ssed
Wednesday  Advent II Weekday Sacrament starting 30

. . , minutes before each

9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St. John’s weekday Mass, Mon-
Thursday Advent II Weekday day to Friday (Except

9.30am St. Mary’s 10.00 St. John's SR )
Friday Advent II Weekday

10.30am Funeral Mass at St John’s for Mary Dillon (RIP)

12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition between
11.30am and 1155am

Saturday Advent II Weekday
9.30am St. Mary’s 10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s
Vigil Masses: 6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with

Reconciliation and Exposition
6.30pm St Mary's

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christ the King: 9.15am NB: No Mass at 5.00pm—Christmas Masses*
St Mary’s: 10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website).
St John's: 10.45am

* Please see page 1 of this week’s Newsletter for the full schedule of the
Masses and Carol Services in the Parish over the Christmas celebrations

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST MEMORIAL CORNER
Take a look at the two very interesting volumes of information regarding all those nhamed on the war memori-
al at Saint John’s. They can be found in the memorial corner. They have been compiled by one of our parish-
ioners Linda. Her extensive work has involved studying a number of Internet sites, such as ancestry.com, the
Commonwealth War Graves, British hewspaper collection at findmypast and many more.
We thank Linda for her, thoroughly detailed research

PoPE FRANCIS' INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 2023

——— For persons with disabilities

‘ﬁe\ We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in so-
g Y ciety, and that institutions may offer inclusive programmes which value their active

| S participation.

Daily Prayer for Peace in Ukraine and Israel
It is clear that the need for peace in the world is great, and little sign that it will happen
through worldly means. A parishioner has suggested that say the
‘Our’ Father at 9.00pm every evening. until the wars ends.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk

Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist
Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St
BURNLEY BB11 2QJ Burnley BB10 4AU Burnley BB10 1TB




