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John was like a very good “support act” for Jesus, 
we hear that he was mistaken for being the main 
act himself.  He certainly got people talking and 
thinking about God and wanting to respond to what 
was being asked of them.  Like many support acts 
he was completely different to the main act.  John 
had to be humble and not get carried away with 
himself and not to mislead people into thinking he was someone who he was not. 
He tells those that think he is the promised Messiah that he is only a witness to 
the light, but he is not the light himself.  He prepares the people for the one 
who is to come; The light of the world.  The Baptist does this by telling them to 
make their paths straight; by straightening out their lives and getting rid of 
all aspects of their lives that are not life giving and that are not of God. 
 
John prepares them for the coming of Jesus, by getting the people to think 
about their lives and to think about where God is in their lives.  He asked them 
to think how faithful are they being to God?  Jesus is the light of the world who 
will be the fulfilment the prophets: he will bind up hearts that are broken, he 
will bring good news to the poor, he will set the down trodden free.  He will bring 
great joy and hope to peoples’ lives. 
 
John invites us to live in the light; by being humble and totally focused on our 
purpose and desiring to lead others to Christ.  We are invited therefore to be 
Christ-like; telling the truth, living simply, not being materialistic, being 
honest, not judging people, but instead to be kind, genuine, forgiving, 
generous and loving. 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH   

Thanks to a terrific response to our recent appeal for help, we now have a strong team of volun-
teers to enable us to offer a free two course Christmas Day lunch in the parish 
for those who would otherwise be on their own.  

This will take place in the parish rooms on Sunday 25th December. Places are 
strictly limited to those who book.  

If you would like to book a place please contact Michael Morris by Sunday 
11th December on tel 07929 451 566 or emailwesite@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

When making a booking please state: your name, your telephone number and any dietary require-
ments. 

Wait for the Lord whose day is 



 

Lately Dead: Pat Unsworth, John Daly, South-
well, Brian McNulty, Jean Cunliffe, Michael Mac-
Mahon, Sheila Howarth, Amy Whalley, Patrick 
O’Keefe, Mary Evans, Brian Smith, Mary Kay, Sa-
rah Killeen, Ian Dearden, Michael Sylvester Mee 

 

Anniversaries: Mary Atkinson, Philip Duerden, 
Terence Bates, Michael Ennis  

Other Intentions: Teresa Kilday, Donor’s inten-
tions, Fr. Leo Heakin 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Pope Francis’ Intention for December 2022 

For Volunteer not-for-profit organisations 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organisations committed to human develop-
ment find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new 

paths to international cooperation.  

Stay with 
us Lord  

 
on our  
journey 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA—THANKS FROM THE SVP 

Once again, the SVP Working with Prisons Group wishes to express our thanks to the KSC for the 
Christmas posters, which are available through the SVP to our Prison Chaplains. 
This year we are sending out 5000 posters to 53 establishments. 
Besides encouraging the true message about Christmas, simply supporting Chaplains in their chal-
lenging jobs is so powerful.  So thanks again to the Knights, particularly in Burnley.  

KSC 110 Club Weekly Quiz Night: Every Monday at 8.30pm.  Bring a team, or join one on the night. 

THANKSGIVING MASS  

This concelebrated Mass will take place in the Christmas season at St Mary’s church on Saturday  
7th January at 12 Noon and is a Mass of thanksgiving for all those who have a ministry or a role in 
the Parish of the Good Samaritan.  
This will be followed by a light lunch in the parish rooms for all those present. If you are able to attend please put 
your name on the sheet at the back of each church which will assist us with catering. 

FOODBANK  

The people of the parish have given donations and goods, through and in addition to the 
excellent work of Blessed Trinity College, who have raised over £13,000 since they started. 
You are asked to continue to put food into the collection point in many supermarkets, as 
well as using the Blessed Trinity site for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped 
into the presbytery letterbox.  Donations for November totalled £105. Our parish SVP has also generously do-

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 
Eucharistic Ministers can now visit people in their own home in order to give Holy Communion to 
anyone who is unable to come to church. If you know of anyone who would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please ask the person’s permission and then give their name, address and phone 
number to either of our priests who will make arrangements to visit them.  

T DANCE AT ST JOHN’S  

The next T Dance will be held on Wed December 21st in St John’s Parish Rooms at 
1.15pm. This will be a Jacob’s Join, so please bring something to share if you like. All are 
welcome. 

“As we prepare for Christmas, it is 

important that we find 

time for self-contemplation 

and carry out an honest 

assessment of our lives  

Pope Benedict 

 

“We must be awake, alert, vigilant. 

Jesus warns us: there is the 

danger of not realizing His 

coming and being unpre-

pared for His visit. I have 

recalled on other occasions 

what Saint Augustine said: ‘I fear 

the Lord who passes by’… that is, I 

fear that He will pass by and I will 

not recognize Him!’  

Pope Francis 

 

 

 



 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and in-
form them that  payment should now be made as follows:   

Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. 

 Sort Code: 205558    Account number: 50404640     Thank you. 

                                                                                                     Af fternoon Tea at St Mary’s  
Many thanks to Elaine and the team  for organising this event last Wednesday. It was well supported  and 
raised £191.00 towards parish funds.  Sincere thanks  to everyone.  

CHRISTMAS SONGS AND CAROLS AND AFTERNOON TEA—AN INVITATION 

The pupils of St John the Baptist Primary School present an afternoon of Carols and Songs 
with a Christmas themed afternoon tea on Wednesday 14th December at 1.30pm for all 
members of our parish. Tickets are available from the school office and are free of charge 
but limited in number. Please call in to school or contact the school office (tel: 438120 

CAFOD NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2022 

World Gifts – In Advent, let us share the promise of hope that has been made to us with our sisters and brothers 
around the world. You can buy CAFOD’s World Gifts for family and friends this Christmas online at 
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ or pick up a catalogue in church. World Gifts such as “super soup 
kitchens”, “trees for life”, or “water for a family” will help transform lives in a world filled with chal-
lenges. 

CAFOD Online Talk – CAFOD Director, Christine Allen, recently welcomed CAFOD volunteers and 
supporters to a review of the year. She shared how you, the Catholic community in England and 

Wales, have helped those facing the current global challenges. Rhea Tariq, CAFOD Director of International Pro-
grammes and Jenny Hayward-Jones, Parish Fundraising Team Coordinator, joined Christine. To watch a recording of 
this uplifting talk visit: https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/Review2022 

Thanks and Happy Christmas – Many thanks for your generosity throughout the year, your support of CAFOD’s 
campaigning and the prayers you have offered up for those living in poverty. Your fantastic generosity, action and 
prayer enabled CAFOD to support those who go hungry, those who face the ravages of climate change and those suf-
fering the effects of the pandemic, to name but just a few of the current crises you helped others overcome. There-
fore, the CAFOD group want to wish everyone in the parish a blessed Advent, a happy Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

 See the Caritas page on the parish website for information relating to the festive season and their 

#BeeThere appeal.  Also on the webpage is the Chocolate Story!  

CHRISTMAS CARDS  

Both St John’s and St Mary’s have a selection of Christmas cards. They all depict appropriate scenes, and 
messages conveying the true message of the Holy Season. And at good prices too! 

CHRIST THE KING CHRISTIAN BOOK LIBRARY  
The small library of Christian books has been reinstated at the back of the church. Please take a look. There 
is a wonderful selection including books by writers such as Gerard W Hughes, books on Saint Teresa of Li-
sieux and a CAFOD lent 2000 book which is as relevant to today as it was at the Millennium 

St Teresa: Contemplation on the Eucharist 

The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the best time 
you will spend on earth. Each moment that you spend with Jesus will deepen 
your union with Him and make your soul everlastingly more glorious and 
beautiful in Heaven, and will help bring about everlasting peace on earth   

HANDY-PERSON FROM BURNLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL—CORRECTION OF PHONE NUMBER 

This scheme is eligible for those aged over 60 years, or disabled or vulnerable. They offer 
to do affordable small jobs in the home. The charge for labour is just £10 per hour and 
they usually accept jobs that take up to 2 hours. Enquiries by telephone 01282 477234. 

MISSIO TODAY CALENDARS  
Are now being distributed and are a 'THANK YOU'  to all our wonderful Red Box holders for your kind and gen-
erous  support throughout the year. Christmas blessings to you, your families and loved ones.  



 

COVID GUIDANCE IN OUR CHURCHES 

In accordance with Advice from the Bishops of England and Wales we have very recently introduced some 
relaxations to Covid regulations in the parish: 

~ We continue to advise people their hands before entering church.   

~  Holy Communion can again be received in the hand or in the mouth. 

~  Our stewards will continue to welcome us .  

~  The Distribution of Holy Communion will revert to how it was pre-Pandemic (i.e. Processing  from the front 
and unsupervised by the stewards)  

~  The Sign of Peace may be offered.   

~  Please say ‘Amen’ when receiving Holy Communion. 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 12TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2022  

Please note any changes to the usual schedule—marked in bold. 

 

Monday     Our Lady of Guadalupe   

   9.30am St Mary’s    Only one Mass today  

Tuesday  St. Lucy   

   9.30am St Mary’s    Only one Mass today  

Wednesday  St. John of the Cross 

   9.30am  Christ the King  7:00pm St John’s  

Thursday  Advent Weekday   

   9.15am Christ the King   9.45am Funeral Mass at St John’s for Amy Whalley  

Friday              Advent Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King  

   12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’, preceded at 11.30—11.55am by  

   Reconciliation and Exposition   

Saturday    Advent Weekday   

   9.30am St Mary’s   

   10.30am to 11.30am — Reconciliation and Exposition at St Mary’s 

   5.15pm  to   5.55pm  — Reconciliation and Exposition at St John’s   

   Vigil Masses:    6.00pm St John’s   

        6.30pm St Mary’s 

Sunday:    Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   Christ the King:  9.15am  and  5.00pm  

          St Mary’s:  10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am  

Exposition  

There will be Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament start-
ing 30 minutes before each 
weekday Mass, Monday to 

Friday (except before        
Funerals). 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone     St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant:  Fr Damien Louden   St Mary of the Assumption   01282 422007   

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

MASSES AT CHRISTMAS  
We will have the following Masses in the parish at Christmas this year, which replace the usual 
weekend programme;  
 
Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 
First Mass of Christmas 5.30pm at St John’s, 6.30pm at St Mary’s, 7.30pm at Christ the King 
 
Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
Christmas Day Mass 9.15am at Christ the King, 10am at St Mary’s, 10.45am at St John’s. 
(The 10am Mass at St Mary’s will be live-streamed on the parish website). 


