
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

22ND DECEMBER 2024  YEAR C 

 As we reach the fourth Sunday 
of Advent, we know that our jour-
ney’s end which will lead us into 
Christmas is close. We are howev-
er to keep focused on the purpose 
of the Advent journey. Mary is 
our companion for the short final 
week of Advent, who will focus us very 
much on her son Jesus Christ. 
In today’s Gospel, Mary having heard the 
news from the Angel about her conceiving 
the Son of the God within her, makes a 
long dangerous journey to share the joy 
with her cousin. In bringing her joyful 
news she also brings the Lord within her. 
The visit and the encounter between the 
two women prompts Elizabeth  to say “and 
why is this granted to me that the Mother 
of my Lord should come to me?”. Mary also 
urges us to have the spirit of Visitation 
ourselves in these remaining days of Ad-
vent. This means a spirit of giving and of 

putting ourselves out for others. 
This is not just literally visiting 
people we know and love but her 
example just leads us to think 
about how we can reach out to 
others especially the poor and 
needy in so many different 

ways.  It is in this way that Mary asks us 
to prepare for the coming of her son. 
May Mary on this 4th week of Advent help 
us to see the lead up to Christmas in all its 
different levels, secular, commercial, tra-
ditional, and spiritual as having the com-
mon denominator of in some way marking 
the Incarnation, the birth of Our Lord and 
Saviour. May she also help us to remain fo-
cused on Christ and may her spirit of visit-
ation urge us to be generous and outward 
looking in our response to her example of 
love and humble service as the handmaid 
of the Lord. 

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

THEO’S ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE 
We are really looking forward to Theo being ordained as a Deacon at St Mary ’s 
church, Burnley at 12 noon  on Saturday 28th December . We hope anyone who 
would like to attend this wonderful occasion will be able to come to this Diaconate 
Ordination Mass which will be led by Bishop John. Pie and peas and other refresh-
ments will be served after the Ordination in St Mary ’s RC Primary School, Holcombe 
Drive, Burnley BB10 4BH. Limited parking will be available at the church car park  
(during the Ordination) and the school yard (afterwards).  

In spiritual preparation, there will be a Holy Hour with Theo present at Christ the King 
church on Friday 27th at 6pm to which all are welcome .   

On Sunday 29th December Theo will “deacon” for the first time at 9.15am Mass at Christ the 
King and 10.45am Mass at St John ’s. Please continue to keep Theo in your prayers.  

It’s an enormously important day for Theo. It ’s a great honour for the Parish.  

Please join the celebration! 

CHRISTMAS MASSES AND SERVICES ARE DETAILED ON PAGE FOUR OF THE NEWSLETTER 

Bakers Alert!! T 
The call is for cakes on Saturday 28th for Theo’s celebration. Please bake’em, so you can 
take’em on Friday 27th December to St Mary’s presbytery between  1.00pm and 4.00pm 

Thank you 



 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion in their 
home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

GAMES ON THE LAWN AT ST. JOHN’S   

“Games on the Lawn" is on Sunday January 5th after the 10.45am Mass at St Johns. All are wel-
come to join in the fun. Refreshments are in the Parish hall at the same time - and if it's a little   
chilly the games may well be on the carpet!! 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION DECEMBER 2024  

For Pilgrims of Hope  

As the late morning dawns in this winter month, I pray: “May I live this day in your light and 

spread the light which enlightens all, to those I meet... 

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen 
Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.  

KSC CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS 

Thanks to all who have supported the quiz in its new home at St Mary’s this last year, we will take 
a break during the Christmas season and resume on 13th January at 8pm.  

CHRISTMAS CARDS IN OUR CHURCHES—LAST CHANCE! 

Each of our churches has now got a beautiful selection of Christmas cards for sale. They’re religiously 
themed, at good prices, and of course, contribute to parish funds. 

JACOB'S JOIN CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION AT ST JOHN’S 

Everyone is invited to the Christmas Eve Celebration at St John's Parish Hall on 24th December 2024 from 8pm 
onwards. Bring a dish and drink to put on the sharing table and we'll take care of the entertainment.  

P.S. Please bring extra disposable plates, spoon, forks, knives, and cups. 

CAFOD NEWS DECEMBER 2024 

CAFOD has produced a series of prayers for Advent. Please join in with CAFOD's prayers of Hope, Love, Joy 
and Peace as we journey through Advent. The theme for the third Sunday of Advent is Joy:  

Come, Lord, source of joy. In times of despair, we seek comfort in your presence. We wait in hope for you. 
Move us to be good news in our World and to stand alongside our sisters and brothers in need. Lead us in 

your ways as together we make a change so all people may rejoice and be glad. 

OLD MOBILE PHONES WANTED  

Father Emmanuel, who was a priest at St John’s a few years ago, is asking for mobile phones (even if not in 
working condition) for a charity in  Nigeria. There will be a box in the three churches where they can be left.  

Christmas Message 

On behalf of Fr David, Fr Job and Theo we wish all our parishioners and your loved 
ones a peaceful and joy-filled Christmas. We thank you for all your gifts, cards, love 

and support throughout the year.  

PARISH CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER– ST. MARY’S PARISH ROOMS 
Once again this year we are able to offer a Christmas Day dinner for those who would other-

wise be on their own, as well as couples who would otherwise also be alone.  

The meal will start at 2.00pm. There are still places available at this late stage. Please contact 
Mike on 07563 998 334 or Barbara on 07884 014 711.  Alternatively, you could email; web-

site@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk A warm welcome is guaranteed! When making a booking please state: 
your name, your telephone number and any dietary requirements.  

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS ST MARY’S—THIS SUNDAY 

The Christmas decorations and outside crib will be going up at St. Mary’s after the 10.00am Mass on Sunday 
22nd December.  If anyone is able to volunteer a few hours to assist in this it would be   appreciated. 



 

Lately Dead: Jennie Wood, Barbara Backhouse, 
Jean McAulay, Richard Preston, Margaret Conroy, 
Michael Prunty, Isaac Spin, Patrick Gaughan,  

Other Intentions: Sr Maureen Maguire, for a suc-
cessful operation, Paula Giltrow-Shaw,  

Towneley Chapel (St Mary’s) Lamp: Jean McAulay 

Anniversaries: Andrew McNamara, Monica Burrow, 
Margaret Williamson, Jacqui Williamson-Clee, Bridie 
O’Hara, Patricia D’Silva, Catherine Thomas, Michael 
Toman, Mary Toman,  

Birthday Memoriam: Thomas Edward Mulrooney, 
Martin Francis Mulrooney, Lilian Robinson, Rosemary 
Mulrooney. 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH BONUS BALL —WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will .continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 18th December was number 38 

Congratulations to this week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~  Rollover St Mary’s ~ Maureen  Christ the King ~ Dom 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

EPIPHANY CAROL SERVICE 

St Catherine’s Church, Todmorden Road, will be holding their usual very popular Epiphany Carol Service at 
6pm on 5th January. Donations will all be for Pendleside Hospice. There will be refreshments at the back of 
church afterwards.  

John Entwistle,  

Frank Donnelly,   

Christine Ostle,  

Joan and Thomas 
Crowne,  

Philip Crowne,  

Angela Norwood,  

Ellen Baily,  

Liturgy Group,  

Paul Spencer,  

Bill Sammon,  

Mick Pickles,  

Francis and Bridie 
O’Hara,  

Deceased members 
of the Parker-Frazer 
family,  

Deceased members of 
the Niven-Thomas 
family,  

Catherine. Michael 
and  Gerard Boland. 

Mary and Albert 
Lawson,  

Thomas McAleese, 

Ellen Harker,   

Alan Oldham,  

Patrick and Ann 
Canning,  

Oldham family,  

Martin Canning,  

Joan and Stephen 
Lawrenson,  

Rosemary and Eddie 
Campion,  

Ada and Clifford 
Walsh,  

Myra Walne,  

Mick Campion,   

Mary Fleming,  

Deceased members of 
the Fleming family, 
James, Maureen, 
John Whitehead, 
Mary Morris,  

Rosemary and Eddie 
Campion, Ada and 
Clifford Walsh, Myra 
Walne,              
Mick Campion, 

PARISH MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

Next year ’s parish Mass of thanksgiving for all those who have a role or a ministry in the parish 
will be celebrated at 12 Noon at St Mary’s on Saturday 18th January  followed by a lunch 
in the parish rooms for all present. For catering purposes it would be helpful if you could kindly 
add your name to the list which will shortly be placed at the back of each of the three churches.  

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 

A super "Hamper for Christmas" has been created and donated for a raffle to go to parish funds. The Hamper is currently 
on display at St Johns, tickets are £1 each with the draw taking place on Sunday December 22nd  

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME— CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! 

The Christmas Bonus Ball Draw will be on 24th December and thanks to the generosity of one of our parish-
ioners there will be an extra £50 bonus prize available for each of the three churches that day. 

Christmas Masses  

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER FOR PEACE 
Dear Loving Father, our world has been filled with senseless tragedies, torn apart 

by acts of hate and prejudice serving people’s greed and search for power.  

Today we pray for your loving peace. 

May seeking peace be the guiding force in the hearts of world and nations’ leaders. 
May person respect the sanctity of life and realise how precious life is. 

We celebrate the birth of you son, Jesus, and remember his words “My peace leave 
you, my peace I give you”. 

This Christmas may we embrace and experience your wonderful gift of peace. 



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 30TH DECEMBER 2024  

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Advent Weekday  

   9.30am St. Mary’s 

Tuesday  Advent Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s 

Thursday  St Stephen 

   9.30 St Mary’s  10.00am St John’s 

Friday  St John the Evangelist  

   12.00 noon St. Mary’s preceded by Exposition and Reconciliation 11.30 to 11.55am 

   6.00pm Holy Hour and evening Prayer with Theo at Christ the King 

Saturday   Holy Innocents 

   12.00 noon Ordination to the Diaconate of Theo Sharrock by Bishop John 
   at St Mary’s (This replaces the usual Saturday morning programme.). 

 Vigil Masses:   

   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition 

   6.30pm St Mary’s  

Sunday  Feast of the Holy Family  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and    5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

         St John’s:    10.45am 

   (*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  

On Friday and Saturday, please support Theo on his journey towards the 
priesthood. It is a very special day for him, and we are privileged to be 

able to be able to share it with him. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH 

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three churches in the 
parish for weekend of 14/15 dec was £1331.31, for which many thanks.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER:                  
You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and inform 
them that  payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan 
Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640         Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Tuesday 24th Dec         First Mass of Christmas 

6.00pm St. Mary’s     7.00pm St. John’s   

12.00 Midnight Christ the King (Midnight Mass) 

The above Masses will be preceded by a service of carols and readings which will commence 30 
minutes before the start of Mass. 

Wednesday 25th Dec        Christmas Day Masses 

9.15am Christ the King  10.00am St Mary’s   10.45am St John’s. 

Exposition: There will be Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament starting 30 minutes before Masses on 
Monday Tuesday and Thursday this week 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

