
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

Churches of 

 Christ the King     
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Assumption  
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Burnley 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
25TH DECEMBER 2022   YEAR A 

The main reason behind 
the celebrations at 
Christmas is the birth 
of Jesus. The event is 
of great significance to  
us as Christians because 
we believe Jesus to be the Son of God 
and therefore this means we are able 
to set eyes upon God in the form of a 
child. Christmas celebrates God becom-
ing human. “Incarnation” means “into 
flesh” and so speaks of God coming into 
flesh, thus becoming one of us. 
Mary and Joseph are guided by God to 
Bethlehem where to fulfil what the 
prophets foretold, the Son of God is 
born. His name shall be Emmanuel, 
which means “God is among us”. We 
know that because Bethlehem was so 
crowded there was no room anywhere, 
so Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable, 
and placed him in a manger. This event 
emphasises the humility of God, who in 
Jesus will come to be seen as the hum-
ble “Servant king” and will ultimately be 

rejected and killed on 
the Cross, but will rise 
again.  
The first people after 
Mary and Joseph to set 
eyes upon the newly born 

Son of God are not the most important 
people in the country. Through the an-
gels, God chooses lowly and humble 
Shepherds to be the first people to see 
Jesus. This speaks of the fact that 
everyone matters to God and He does 
not want to overlook anyone.  
The central focus for churches during 
the Christmas season is the crib de-
picting the child in the manger, Mary 
and Joseph and the shepherds, and the 
three wise men (magi). As we humbly 
and prayerfully look upon the crib sce-
ne this Christmas, may we be drawn in-
to the enormity of what we are cele-
brating at Christmas; that God is pre-
pared to put himself into our hands in 
order to reconcile us from our sins and 
bless us with the hope of redemption.  

FR DAVID’S  CHRISTMAS REFLECTION 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 Fr David and Fr Damien wish all our parishioners a Blessed and peace-

ful  Christmas for you and your loved ones. We thank you                           

sincerely  for your Christmas cards, gifts and good wishes which                   

are greatly  appreciated. We are also very grateful for all your                           

love, support and encouragement which we receive from all of                      

you throughout the whole of the year.  



 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Christmas Memoriam: 

Winifred Aunger, Mary Durkan, 
Francis O’Hara, Harrison family, 
Nora and Walter Lister, Joe 
Lord, Melvin family, Parker and 
Frazer families, Paul Spencer,              
Niven and Thomas families,         

Alf Duffield, Rose Duffield,        
Paul Spencer, Anthony and   

Michael MacMahon, Arthur and 
Muriel MacMahon, Hubert and 
Mary Elizabeth Stansfield, Ter-
ence MacMahon, Harry, Mary,  

Noel and Philip Backhouse, 
Mullin and Cooke families, Mar-
tin and Winifred Heggarty,    
Deceased members of the 
McNamara family,                

Deceased members of the 
Smith family. Paul Stephenson,  

Christmas intentions  

Sr Margaret Ryan, Rose Slat-
tery, Mary Melvin, Stephen 
Lawrenson, Peter Coyne, Mary 
Coyne, Peter Macken, Duffield 
family, Fell family, Macken fam-
ily,    Wilkinson family, Tressa 
Byrom, Breslin family, Carter 

family, James, Maureen and 
John Whitehead and Mary Mor-
ris, Reynolds Family, Keith Par-
ker, Parker family, Eric Smith, 
Kathleen Worden, James 
Worden, Margaret Williams, 
Francis Carter, John Worden,  

Esther Worden, Catherine 

Carter, Jimmy Carter, Josephine 
Carter, Winifred Masure, Amy 
Tharme, Elaine Green, Kenneth 
Catterall, Frank Carter, Vina 
Walne, Walne family,  Ellen 
Harker, Thomas McAleese, 
Mary and Albert Laswson,  

Lately Dead:  

Pat Unsworth, John Daly, Amy 
Whalley, Patrick O’Keefe, Mary 
Evans, Denis O’Hara, Paul 
Towey, Paul Towey, Mary Kay, 
Ellen Heap, Peter Jackson, Win-
nie Herrity, Stephen Roberts, 
Ann Pepper, Jim Darnborough, 
Linda McDermott,  

Birthday Memoriam:  

John Simm, Margaret Scoble,  

 

Anniversaries:  

Eddie Heap, Shaun Gaughan, 
Margaret Atherton, Catherine 
Boland, Gerard Boland, Michael 
Boland, Thomas Ralph Taylor, 
Joan Simm, John Coppock, Ste-
phen Gleeson, Doris Hephrun, 
Catherine Thomas, Michael To-
man, Mary Toman, Jack Mayor-
James Cunliffe,  

Towneley Chapel Lamp 

For family and Church family 

In Memoriam:  

Michael MacMahon, Kilday    
family, For Holy Souls, De-
ceased members of the Scoble 
and Minihan Families 

Other Intentions   

Trish and Bob Berry, Paul 
Simm, Catherine O’Sullivan, Tim 
O’Sullivan, , Douggie Clegg, 
Keith Robinson, Special Inten-
tion, Winifred Gregson,  

Christmas is joy,  
an inner joy of light 

and peace 

‘It is Christmas every 
time you let God love oth-
ers through you...yes, it 
is Christmas every time 
you smile at your brother 
and offer him your hand.’  



 

THANKSGIVING MASS FOR MINISTERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE PARISH 

Everybody who has a ministry or a role in the Parish of the Good 
Samaritan is warmly invited to join in a Concelebrated Mass 
which will take place in the Christmas season at St Mary’s church 
on Saturday 7th January at 12 noon. It will be celebrated as a 
Mass of thanksgiving for all who work for the Parish.  

It will be followed by a light lunch in the parish rooms for all those pre-
sent. Ito assist us with catering,  if you are able to attend please put your 
name on the sheet at the back of each church by2nd January. Thank you.  

MUSIC AT THE THANKSGIVING MASS 

We invite all the singers and musicians from across the parish to come together for the music and 
the Mass. There will be a practice at 11.30am just before the Mass at noon. Please join in to share 
the enjoyment. 

Thank you for 

all of your help 

God bless 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 26TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 1ST JANUARY 2023  

Please note. All changes to the usual schedule are in bold. 

Monday     St Stephen  

   10.30am St Mary’s    Only one Mass today  

Tuesday  St John the Evangelist  

   9.30am St Mary’s   12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday  Holy Innocents  

   9.30am  Christ the King   7:00pm St John’s  

Thursday  St Thomas Beckett  

    9.30am St Mary’s   10.00am St John’s 

Friday              Feast of the Holy Family  

   9.30am Christ the King  

   12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s,  

   Preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition 11.30 to 11.55am 

Saturday   St Sylvester  

   9.30am St Mary’s   

   10.30am to 11.30am — Reconciliation and Exposition at St Mary’s 

   5.15pm  to  5.55pm  — Reconciliation and Exposition at St John’s   

   Vigil Masses:    6.00pm St John’s   

        6.30pm St Mary’s 

Sunday:    MARY, MOTHER OF GOD   NEW YEAR’S DAY 

   Christ the King: 9.15am   (Please  Note:  no Mass at 5.00pm)  

          St Mary’s:  10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am  

 

The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer. Pope Paul VI 

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 
Sacrament starting 
30 minutes before 

each weekday Mass, 
Monday to Friday 
(except before     

Funerals). 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone     St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant:  Fr Damien Louden   St Mary of the Assumption   01282 422007   

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 
St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  


