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FR DAVID’S EASTER SUNDAY REFLECTION

We cannot have Easter Sunday and all its joys without first having Good Friday with all its drama, pain, hor-
ror, trauma and sorrow. When we are experiencing Good Friday moments, of suffering, feeling alone, lost
and struggling we should remember Easter Sunday. Easter is massive for us. It is the most important aspect
of our Catholic faith. It simply tells us that the Lord has once and for all conquered sin and death. We have
had over six weeks of Lent to prepare for Easter and now we will spend a further 7 weeks celebrating East-
er. We also celebrate the Easter event every Sunday, which is the reason why it is our Sabbath Day and
why we normally come to Mass.

On that first Easter Sunday, we hear in the Gospel that John and Peter
go down to the empty tomb. They do this in order to see with their own
eyes what they have been told by the women who were the first wit-
nesses to this momentous event. They see the clothes rolled up where
the Lord had been lain and the penny drops! Until that moment they
had not really understood what Jesus meant when He said that he
would suffer, die but rise again on the third day. Jesus had tried to tell
them, but they had failed to fully understand until that day arrived. They would not look back from this moment on Easter
Sunday.

This year, there is a danger that our Easter celebrations are overshadowed by our isolation because of the
virus. Let us ensure that we do mark Easter and despite the restrictions still make it special in some way.
Let us perhaps make more time today to just be with our family or those we live with and enjoy who they
are. We thank God for this greatest feast that gives us hope and joy, even in the midst of worry, fear and anxiety.

Fr David, Fr Kevin, Fr
Emmanuel and Fr Benneth
pray for every blessing

and wish a holy and happy
Easter to all parishioners
and those they love.

STOP PRSS STOP PRESS—LIVE STREAMING OF PARISH TRIDUUM!
Fr David is optimistic that we will be able to virtually attend our parish Triduum services:

Holy Thursday: 7.30pm Mass of the Last Supper Holy Saturday: 8.00pm Easter Vigil Mass
Good Friday: 3.00pm The Passion Easter Sunday: 9.30am Easter Morning Mass

We're dependent on the technology. But praying that it will give us this lovely opportunity. Just go to
the parish website http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/ Sorry it’s late news but it is good news!
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Stay with us Lord on our journey may be helped and accompanied.

IN THE LIGHT OF THE CORONA VIRUS

Because all churches are closed until further notice the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on a
Sunday and on a Holy day of Obligation is removed until further notice.

Daily Private Masses in the Parish

The priests of the parish will continue to celebrate Mass daily in the churches of the parish in private. This
will enable you, the people of God, to join in “spiritual Communion” with the priests and each other.

St Mary’s: Fr David celebrates at 9.30am St John's: Fr Emmanuel and Fr Benneth celebrate at 9.00am
The Lord’s Day at Home
These sheets, available on the website, are great for providing sacred time at home while the churches are dosed.
LOOK AT THE PARISH WEBSITE. PASS THE NEWS TO PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT ON THE INTERNET!
http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/
Keep in touch! Keep others in touch through you! Call them and have a chat.

There is new material every single day—to lift you spiritually, to bring news, parishioners’ offer-
ings, Fr David’s thought for the day, the Holy Week Quiz answers, our recorded Sunday Mass
....... and lots more. Keep in touch. Pass it on!

Blessings and thanks to our superb Website team!

Other Streamed Masses
Please look for Mass from the National Shrine in Walsingham; www.walsingham.org.uk or the live streaming
from The Good Shepherd parish in Colne; www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk. It is also possible that these,
and the Diocesan website may offer the Triduum services. The latter will coincide with our parish worship (if
you see this Newsletter before the weekend is over).
Holy Week and Easter Quiz
The answers for the Quiz are on the parish website. Check your knowledge— no prizes, no penance!
Offertory Collection
With no Sunday Masses at which to take a collection, please hang onto your envelopes until things go back
to normal then you can kindly bring your envelopes and contributions. Thank you.

Mailing the Newsletter

While the churches remain closed, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr David tel
422007 with your name and address. He is happy to forward it to you.

FOODBANK

The Foodbank is under additional pressure, and very much in need of our help — as far as we can in these
times of self-isolation. The foodbank to which we have contributed has joined with Contact Burnley, the
Burnley FC initiative, so here are the changes.

Every local Spar shop should have a collection point for groceries and other produce, so keep donating if
you are able to do so. They welcome all non-perishable foods and oranges continue to be popular as they
last a good while.

If you want to make a money donation here is the website https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
supportburnleyfoodbank
At St John's only. You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly marked envelope) at the presbytery if your

daily exercise takes you past the presbytery, or contact David H on 07434 763822 and we will see if we can
collect.

FEAST DAYS FOR EASTER WEEK Thurs 9 April Easter Thursday
Mon 6 April Easter Monday Fri 10 Apl‘l|. Easter Friday
Tues 7 April Easter Tuesday Sat 11 April Easter Saturday

Wed 8 April E aster Wednesday Sun 12 April Second Sunday of Easter




