The Parish of the Good Samaritan

Churches of
¢ Christ the King
¢ St Mary of the
Assumption
¢ St John the Baptist
BURNLEY

In today's Gospel Jesus says :
"The good person out of the
good treasure of his heart
produces good" ~ our words
flow from what fills our
heart. We can be quick to judge o‘rher's
we can be quick fo point out people's
faults, to their face or even worse be-
hind their back. We can also use words
that praise God or which curse him. We
can use words to proclaim the truth or
to tell lies.

Jesus also speaks about being critical
of others and even offering to help
others by telling them what they are
doing wrong. I know living in a communi-
ty it is difficult to get on with everyone
and some people we try to avoid be-
cause they get on our nerves. He uses
the humorous analogy of attempting to
remove a speck from someone else's eye
without first removing the log from our
own eye first. We must put our own
house in order before we first dare to
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try to put someone else’s
house in order. If only we
~ could tell so and so about
— their faults and get them to
see the error of their ways,

how much better would be our communi-

ty. When we think like this we are
thinking only of ourselves. I am aware I
am not the easiest to live with especial-
ly being untidy and having terrible hand
-writing, but how we hate it when our
mistakes and weaknesses are pointed
out to us. Therefore, we need to have
courage to exercise self-criticism to
avoid us becoming blind guides.

May we always try to ensure that
through our life of prayer, our love for
the Gospel of Jesus, our nearness to
Jesus in Holy Communion, that our
hearts are full of goodness. May the
Lord give us the wisdom to use words
that show the Lord's goodness that
dwells within us. May we always make
good choices in the words we use,

LENTEN SERVICES IN THE PARISH

Wednesday 5th March marks the start of Lent. There are a number of Masses and services to mark
and support our journeys through the holy season. Please come to as many as you can.

Ash Wednesday Masses with distribution of Ashes ; these are shown on the

back page.

Early Morning Friday Lenten Mass: There will be an extra Mass 7th March at
6.30am at St Mary’s on all Fridays of Lent. It will be followed by tea/coffee/toast

in the parish rooms afterwards for all present.

Stations of the Cross: will be celebrated in a different church each week. The first
of these will be at Christ the King church at 6.00pm on Friday 7th March.
Lenten Station Mass: There is just one Deanery Lenten Station Mass Bishop John
will celebrate Mass at St Mary’s church on Thursday 27th March at 7.00pm.




STUDENT & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING AT ST MARY’'S CHURCH

On Wednesday 12 March, students from The Cathsoc at UCLAN Preston Campus are joining us for a

time of prayer in St Mary’s church. The event will start around 5.30pm and include a tour of church, time of

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Vespers, Benediction, and afterwards we go into the Parish rooms for
pizza and other refreshments. Students and young adults aged 18 years and over are very welcome join us.

GAMES ON THE LAWN AT ST. JOHN'S THIS SUNDAY

"Games on the Lawn" are this Sunday March 2nd after the 10-45am mass at St Johns. It's a little light
exercise for the adults while the youngsters have a catch up over a brew in the Parish Hall!

ST MARY’'S MEMORIAL CORNER—A PEEK INTO HISTORY
Peek into our community past with the new photo display at the back of church. Our record of our
men who died in WWI has been transferred into a folder which is set out there.

Brief history and short guided walk around the church The leaflet has been updated and is
available.

Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to shake us from our lethargy. | =

Francis

CARITAS SALFORD
Caritas Salford extends their most grateful thanks to parishioners following receipt of a further £583.70 in
donations from our parish. This now brings the total amount raised through the Caritas Sunday Appeal to
£1,127.70. A wonderful and most generous response from our three churches. Many thanks to you all.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION AND REFLECTION SESSIONS AT SAINT MARY'S—STARTS THIS WEEK

The Sessions will be in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, and will consist of four sessions taking place on Fridays on-
the following dates: 7th and 21st March; 4th and 25th April. Each session starts at 12:40pm and will last
about 1 hour, all are free of charge and can be attended as a block or on an individual basis. No booking is
required, and everyone is welcome. Please feel free to bring a packed lunch as there will be a short break
for refreshments at the start of each session, followed by Meditation and Reflection in the Newman Room.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Confirmation will be celebrated in each Deanery throughout the Diocese. Bishop John will cele- A
brate the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John Vianney Deanery at St. Mary’s church, Burn- )

ley on Tuesday 1st July. Young people living in the parish, who are in school year 8 or older w
and who have been through the parish Sacramental Programme are eligible to be prepared to

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are interested please contact Fr David by 31st

March, who will give you a letter providing details of the programme of catechesis and a Parental Consent/
Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacrament through Blessed Trinity Catholic College.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BURNLEY SERVICE
There will be a Churches together in Burnley Service at St Mary’s on Pentecost Sunday. 8th June at 6.30pm.

KSC Quiz NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS
Our next quiz night will be on Monday 3rd March at 8pm in St Mary’s parish rooms.

PoPE FRANCIS' PRAYER INTENTION MARCH 2025
For families in crisis.

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for their wounds through for- o~
giveness, rediscovering each other's gifts, even in their differences. ‘

Hope is on the other hand a gift and a task for every Christian. It is a gift because it is God
who offers it to us. Hoping, in fact, is not a mere act of optimism, like when we sometimes &7
hope for good weather. No, hoping is waiting for something that has already been given to us; salvation
in God's eternal and infinite love. To hope is to savour the wonder of being loved by God. Hope is also a
task that Christians have a duty to cultivate and put good use for the sake of all.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2025
At this weekend’s Sunday Masses the children in year 3 (and over) from the parish will be presented onto
the Parish Sacramental Programme in preparation for celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First
Holy Communion in the coming months. Please pray for these children during this important time.




In Memoriam: Anthony Joseph Whittle
Anniversaries: Rita Lyons, Peter Coyne, Terry
‘ \ Opacic, Margaret Shaw, Anthony Beneduce,
Mary Ellen Dixon, Teresa Carter,

Other Intentions: Anne Greenall,

Paul Dyer, For all the clergy, For the
| recovery of Pope Francis,

Lately Dead: Seamus McGahon,

John Whittaker, Brian Flynn, Rosalia Sessini,
Michelle Sharples, Rose Callan, Ann Cairns, Eliza- |,
beth Alice Smith, Jenna Heyes.

Birthday Memoriam: Francis O'Hara, James
Whitehead, Kevin O'Brien,

HeLP ON THE HOME PRODUCE STALL AT ST MARY’S PLEASE!

)
The Home Produce Stall at St Mary’s after 10.00 Mass needs help please! Could you help run the _4‘ ,E
stall selling the home-made food once in every few weeks? You would help set up before Mass =
and serve the customers which is a great chatty occasion. It would be once every 4 - 5 weeks, or l : 1
so. If you can add to the home made goods for sale, that would be a bonus—but not necessary. : i’:« R
Call Christine on 01282 435 098 to find out more. Ps: it's worth £2,000—2,500 every year for ===

the Parish.

PLEA FOR HELP WITH ONE OF OUR WAR-DEAD

We are looking for information about William Singleton who was killed on 2nd July 1916 aged 18 and is of a
parish family. If you have any information please contact Barbara on 07930 508 209.

SALFORD PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2025

=my,  Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in a joining a Youth (16-35) volunteer group in
| 3 Lourdes this year from 30™ July to 7™ August (travel by coach). It is still possible to express
interest by contacting Deacon Theo. There have been a number of kind offers of substantial
financial support for the pilgrimage which we hope will enable anyone wishing to come on this life
changing experience to do so without financial worries. Please contact Deacon Theo
or 01282422007) for more information.

HOME BLESSINGS WITH DEACON THEO

hdn Thanks to those who have already asked for their home to be blessed Deacon Theo. If anyone else
7 1l would like to have their home blessed, please arrange a convenient time by getting in touch with

‘| Deacon Theo on 01282 422007 or email: Theo.sharrock@dioceseofsalford.org.uk.

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL—MESSAGE OF THANKS

Thank you to everyone who has helped and continue to help collect all the bottle tops. In total we have recyded 28.04kg of
plastic bottle tops (that is about 7000 bottle tops) which would have gone to landfill. We are grateful for the parish’s contin-
ued support with this project as part of our school's commitment to Laudate Si.

THE Goob SAMARITAN WHATTSAPP GROUP

Continues to go strong with many varied items shared and is an extra layer of communication across the
Parish. Recent items include prayer intentions and a link to a petition to keep the hospital shuttle bus. If
you'd like to connect please contact Margaret P 07751 025178. And we ask our Whatsappers to share with
any none Whatsappers in a more traditional manner - over a cup of teal!

PLANNING MEETING "FUN-D-RAISING" e
Thanks to those who came to the parish fundraising planning meeting on 18th February; some i ;;Q
useful matters were raised and some events for the coming year were put in place. -

OLD ENGLISH AND FOREIGN CURRENCIES, PENNIES, MEDALS AND GOLD

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back of each
church. The parish has received over £500 from what has already been raised.. Thank you.

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will .continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 26th February was number 24. Congratulations to this
week’s winners:

St John’s ~ Samoa St Mary’'s ~ Marie Christ the King ~ Mick
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.
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MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 3RD MARCH 2025 TO SUNDAY 9TH MARCH 2025
Please note the changes this week

Monday Weekday Exposition
9.30am St. Mary’s There will be Exposition of the
Tuesday St Casimir Blessed Sacrament starting 30
9.30am St Mary's 12.00 noon St. John's minutes before each weekday
Mass in church, Monday to Fri-
9.30am Christ the King ~ 7.00pm St John'’s day (Except before Funerals)
WEDNESDAY AsH WEDNESDAY—MASSES WITH DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
9.30am St John’s church 10.30am Mass at Christ the King school
11.00am Mass at St Mary'’s school 12.15pm Mass at St Mary’s church
7.00pm Mass at Christ the King church.

Thursday Lent Weekday
9.30am St Mary’s 10.00am St John's
Friday Ss Perpetua and Felicity
6.30am Mass at St Mary’s
12.00 St Mary’s preceded from 11.30am until 11.55am with Reconciliation and Exposition.
6.00pm Stations of the Cross at Christ the King
Saturday St. John of God

9.30am Mass at St Mary’s;  10.30am—11.30am Reconciliation and Exposition
Vigil Masses:

6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition
6.30pm St Mary’s

Sunday First Sunday of Lent
Christ the King: 9.15am and 5.00pm
St Mary's: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St John’s: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

Stay withh us Lord on owr jouwrney.

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

9 If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion
in their home, please ask their permission, then contact Fr David to arrange things.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three church-
es in the parish for weekend of 22/23 February was £1385.51, for which many thanks.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER: oPPo,
You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and '°‘

inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The ~ %,,,s¢
Good Samaritan Parish. Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640 Thank you.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra St John the Baptist
Deacon Rev Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist

Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St
BURNLEY BB11 2QJ Burnley BB10 4AU Burnley BB10 1TB
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