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Today is the feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph. In today's Gospel
Joseph's responds urgently
and decisively to the instruc-

tion of the angel of the Lord in a dream.

This shows Joseph's total trust and obe-
dience in God. This was a pattern for all
families and is a call for us to follow
God's guidance even when it's difficult.
The Flight into Egypt for the Holy family
must have been traumatic and terrifying
for them. They are a great model; for all
families facing crises and challenges
which they rise to through love and faith.
All families face ups and downs in family
life. On the face of it the daily life of
the Holy family was like that of all
families; where they were different was
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All families are also called to holiness,
which of course involves turning to God in
the times that we are struggling. The ex-
ample of St Joseph and Our Lady teach-
es us how to through selfless service,
putting others before ourselves, and es-
pecially recognising the priority of caring
for most vulnerable members.

May the Lord bless all our families in the
parish. May your faith be a light in the
darkness of uncertainty and challenge.
May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph be a beacon of hope and faith to
encourage you and guide you.

NEW YEARS'S MESSAGE
May the grace of our Lord light your path in this New Year. We pray that 2026 brings you

and your loved ones abundant peace, renewed hope, and a deeper connection to His divine
love. God bless you all. Fr Theo and Fr David

PARISH THANKSGIVING MASS FOR THOSE WITH A MINISTRY OR A ROLE IN THE PARISH
The Mass of Thanksgiving will be celebrated NEXT Saturday at 12 Noon in the Christmas Season, at St
Mary’s church on Saturday 3rd January followed by a lunch in the parish rooms for all present. To
help with catering please add your name to the list at the back of each church by this Sunday.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2026

The Parish Sacramental Programme for the children in Year 3 and above starts in January. The first, key
meeting will be held at St. Mary's Church at 6.30pm on Thursday 22nd January 2026. It will map out
the programme and set dates for individual meetings with parents/carers Those dates will be as follows:
26th January for St Mary's children, 3rd February for St John's children, and Sth & 10th February for Christ

the King children.

‘FIRST OF THE MONTH’ AT ST JOHN'’S

Sunday January 4th is "First of the Month" at St Johns after the 10.45am Mass with potentially games in the
snow!! Refreshments are in the parish hall - come and say "Hello"!

The Christmas Raffle raised £142 for parish funds and the lucky winners are Veronica, Ann and Helen




MASS INTENTIONS

Lately Dead: Patricia Bradley, Trevor Merrett, Joan
Preston, Gary Townley, Michael Walsh, Sarah Philips,
David Hargreaves, Nora Elaine Scott, Eileen Seddon,

Christmas remembrance: Peter Macken, Rose
Duffield, Alf Duffield, Albert Fell, Fell family, Duffield
family, Macken family, Wilkinson family, OSullivan
family, Clegg family, Robinson family, Parker and
Frazer families, Niven ands Thomas families, Mick

Eileen Duignan, Fr Tommy Mullen, Brian Crook,

Pickles, Atherton family, Taylor family, Anna and Leo
John Richmond,

Ward, Tom Dacey, Catherine Dacey, Mary Ferguson,
Ellen Bailey, Angela Norwood, Kathleen Worden,
James Worden, Margaret Williams, Francis Carter,
John Worden, Catherine Carter, Margaret Carroll,
Winifred Maguire, Kenneth Catterall, Jimmy Carter,
Josephine Carter, Hannah and John Harward.

Anniversaries; Lois Lamle, Andrew Tootle, Eileen
Conlan, Margaret Atherton, Jack Mayor, Eddie Heap,
Peggy Guilfoyle, Mary and Michael Toman, Jaqui
Williamson-Clee, Maragret Williamson,

Other Intentions: Pat Heywood, 90th birthday,

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 29TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 4TH JANUARY 2026
Please note the changes this week

Monday St Thomas of Canterbury R —
9.39am SR There will be Exposition of
Tuesday Christmas Weekday the Blessed Sacrament
9.30am St Mary’s 12.00 noon St John's starting 30 minutes before
Wednesday  Christmas Weekday each Mass Monday to Friday
9.30am Christ the King 12.00noon St John’'s (Except SO (ETELS)
Thursday Mary, Holy Mother of God New Years Day d o s
10.00am St Mary's 11.00am St John's _ 4&.3““&
Friday St Basil and St Gregory
12 Noon St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition from 11.30 to 11.55am
Saturday The Holy Name of Jesus
9.30am St. Mary'’s, Exposition with Reconciliation from 10.30am to 11.30am
12 Noon Thanksgiving Mass at St Mary’s for those in the parish with a ministry or a role.
Vigil Masses
6.00pm St. John's preceded by Reconciliation with Exposition from 5.15 to 5.55pm
6.30m St. Mary’s
Sunday Second Sunday of Christmas
Christ the King: 9.15am  and 5.00pm
St. Mary's: 10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St. John's: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

Stay withh ws Lord on owr journey.

WEEKLY COLLECTION

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for
weekend of 20/21st December was £1605.99 , for which, many thanks.

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which
will continue each week. The winning Bonus ball for last Wednesday was number 49. Con-
gratulations to this week’s winners:

St John’s ~ rollover St Mary’s ~ Teresa Christ the King ~ rollover
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.




