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Lent is a time for sacrifice, 
for letting relatively small 
things in us die and fall so 
that something greater can 
rise. During this time we 
have been trying to deaden 
those things within us that 
we think have taken control of lives so 
that we can draw closer to Christ. We 
let go of things that seem important so 
that we can diminish in importance and 
the significance of Christ in our lives 
can increase.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus noticed that in 
nature a kernel of wheat has to be  
buried in the ground seemingly to die, 
before it rises again, producing a whole 
sheaf of wheat and many seeds. Jesus 
is acutely aware of his imminent       
Passion, which is so beautifully phrased 
as “unless a grain of wheat shall fall to 
the ground and die it remains just as a 
grain but if it dies it yields a rich    
harvest”.  This speaks dramatically of 
the Cross which lies ahead for Our 
Lord. However beyond the Cross lies 

the  Resurrection, and      
beyond that salvation for all 
humankind. He is aware of 
what lies ahead and knows he 
must embrace the Father’s 
will, not his own. It is human 
to perhaps want to avoid 

pain and suffering but it is divine to 
want to sacrifice for the sake of the 
whole of humanity.  

We are now getting well on into Lent 
and it is the start of Holy Week next 
Sunday. So it is inevitable that the lit-
urgy for today should prepare us for 
Holy Week. Next Sunday is Palm Sunday 
when we hear the account of the Pas-
sion of Jesus leading to the Cross. To-
day we are invited to embrace the 
Cross ourselves; in other words to die 
to ourselves for the sake of the Lord 
Jesus,  and start to live for Christ. We 
are reminded also in today’s readings to 
see beyond the horrors and pain of the 
Passion and await the glory of the new 
life of Easter, which the death of the 
“Suffering servant” attains for us.  
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                      HAPPY ST PATRICK’S DAY! 

PARISH EASTER “EGGSTRAVAGANZA” - SUNDAY 7TH APRIL 

Our Parish "Easter Eggstravaganza" rolls closer! It’s based at St Johns starting at 
12noon.    Can you create an Easter Bonnet?! Bring it along and join in the Easter 
Bonnet Parade inside the parish hall - with prizes!! On the day there's: design an 
Easter egg colouring competition, ever seen homes under the hammer? - well we 
have several smaller items available in our mini auction, the tombola will be caus-

ing excitement and there's a raffle - of course! All happening whilst munching away on ba-
con/sausage butties, marvellous muffins, cupcake delights! One request: if you would like to do-
nate an Easter egg (until Easter Sunday) for the parade prizes that would be great! There's a box 
at the back of each church. Any monies raised will be used for parish funds  

Come and have Fun!!  Thanks to all!! 

/

“ … if it dies 
it yields a 

rich           
harvest.” 



 

AFTERNOON TEA WITH A TOUCH OF GREEN!  - NEXT WEEK! 

The Tea will be in St Mary’s Parish Rooms at 12.30pm on Wednesday 20th March, with a 
theme of St Patrick’s Day, so show a touch of green on the day. Cost is £8 per person. It’s a highly 
rated   afternoon, and very popular—good food and company— so book early please. There will be 
a list at the back of St Mary’s church, or you can call Elaine on 413127. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation will be celebrated by each Deanery throughout the Diocese. Bish-
op John will celebrate the Sacrament for St John Vianney Deanery at St. Mary’s 
church, Burnley on Tuesday 25th June. Young people living in the parish, who 
are in school year 8, or older, and who have been through the parish Sacramen-
tal Programme are eligible to be prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confir-
mation. If you are interested, please contact Fr David by 24th March , 
who will give you a letter providing details of the programme of catechesis and 

a Parental Consent/Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacrament through Blessed  
Trinity Catholic College.  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

LENT 2024 

During Lent we are called to prepare ourselves for Our Lord’s passion, death 
and Resurrection. We focus on the three Lenten areas of prayer, self sacrifice 
and giving as we prepare. The parish offers a number of support opportunities 
to help us on our journey. 

“Walk with Me” Lenten booklets and Calendars  

These resources, available at the back of each church,  lead us through Lent 
with prayers and contemplations, as we help prepare ourselves.  

Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross will be celebrated each week of Lent. The next of these will be at 
Christ the King at 6.00pm on Monday 18th March. 

Early Morning  Lenten Friday Mass 

Mass will be celebrated at 6.30am each Friday of Lent at St Mary’s followed by breakfast in the 
parish rooms for those present.  

LENTEN MASS AT BLESSED TRINITY COLLEGE 

Blessed Trinity College is having a Lenten Mass every Monday at 8.00am.  Everyone welcome. 

CHRISM MASS 

If anyone who has not previously attended like to represent the parish at the Chrism Mass on 
Wednesday 27th March at 11am at St Patrick’s, Collyhurst, Manchester, please contact Fr David. 



 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Lately Dead: John Heeny, Rita Lyons, Sr Stani-
slaus O’Connor, Patrick Ruane, Terry Long, May 
Sanfillan, Vilma Suravilla. Rita Lyons,  

In Memoriam: David Shapcott. 

Other Intentions: Ernest and Winifred 
McKnight (Mothers Day),  Special intention,    

Brian Kelly, Irene Smith,  

Anniversaries: Maureen Whitehead, Bob Smith, 
Patrick and Ann Canning, Edward Stewart,  

Birthday Memoriam: James Whitehead. 

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. 
The winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 8th March was number 48 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Rollover   St Mary’s ~ Pat  Christ the King ~ Terry 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank 
and inform them that  payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: 
The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640      Thank you. 

“THE BIG PICTURE” 

The Big Picture is the title of our DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course 
consists of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month. This will be held in St 
Mary’s parish Rooms at 12.30pm. The next meeting will be on Friday 12th April  

EASTER GREETINGS CARDS 

Saint Mary’s and St John’s have a selection of Easter cards for sale. They are availa-
ble in the usual locations. 

KSC QUIZ NIGHT 

The Knights of St Columba are organising a quiz night on Monday 18th March in 
the St Mary’s Parish Rooms. The Quiz master on this occasion will be Fr David. 
This will start at 8pm and we are asking for an entrance fee of £2 per person to-
wards the energy costs as well as prizes.  Tea, coffee, biscuits are provided free of 
charge.  

Please bring your own drinks as wine and beer glasses will be provided. 

RIGHT TO LIFE SPONSORED WALK 2024 

The local Knights of St Columba and Catenians are organising the Walk once more this 
year, in conjunction with Right to Life. It will be on Bank Holiday Monday 27th May 
leaving St Mary’s car park at 1.00pm. It covers 10k, (6.25 miles) with refreshments 
provided afterwards. It has been a relaxed, fun event so pop the date in your diary. 
More details nearer the time. 

SAFEGUARDING AT ST MARY’S 

The new Safeguarding Representatives for St Mary’s are Diane Orrell and Carol Bid-
dulph.  Both are working hard to ensure every volunteer with a role who requires a 
DBS within St Mary’s has an existing DBS or needs a DBS renewal. There will be a 
sheet at the back of Church over the next couple of weeks. If you currently have a 
role at St Mary’s whatever the role is please could you kindly provide your 
name and the role you undertake so we can ensure each volunteer has a 
DBS if required for your role.  If your role requires a DBS and you do not have one we shall be 
in contact over the next coming weeks. 

 Thank you for your assistance.  



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 18TH MARCH  TO SUNDAY 24TH MARCH 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     St Cyril of Jerusalem 

18th March  9.30am St Mary’s  NB: Only one Mass today. 

   6.00pm Stations of the Cross at Christ the King    

Tuesday  St Joseph  

19th March  9.30am St Mary’s  NB: only one Mass today 

Wednesday Lent Weekday  

20th March  9.30am Christ the King   

   11.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for Rita Lyons RIP 

   7.00pm St John’s  

Thursday  Lent Weekday  

21st March  9.30am St Mary’s   10.00am St John’s  

Friday  Lent Weekday  

22nd March  6.30am Lenten Mass at St Mary’s  

   12.00noon St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition from 11.30 to 11.55. 

Saturday    St Turibius of Mongrovejo 

23rd March  9.30am St. Mary’s  10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  Palm Sunday  

24th March  Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:   10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before each 
weekday Mass, Mon-
day to Friday (Except 

before Funerals) 

MASSES AND SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY 

Mon 25th March    9.30am  Mass at St Mary’s, 

    6pm Stations of the Cross at St John’s   

Tues 26th March    9.30am Mass at St Mary’s, 12 Noon Mass at St John’s  

Wed 27th March    7pm Mass at St John’s ~   NB Only One Mass today  

Easter Triduum  

Thursday 28th March ~ Maundy Thursday  

7.30pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St Mary’s followed by watching until 11pm 

Friday 29th March ~ Good Friday  

10.00am Family Stations of the Cross at Christ the King Church  

3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at St Mary’s  

6.30pm ~  Quiet hour with the Cross at St John’s  

Saturday 30th March  ~ Holy Saturday 

9.30am  Office of Readings and Morning Prayer at St Mary’s  

7.15pm  Easter Vigil Mass at St Mary’s  

Nb this Mass replaces the usual Vigil Masses at St John’s and St Mary’s  

Sunday 31st March ~ Easter Sunday  

9.15am  Mass at Christ the King 

10.00am Mass at St Mary’s  

10.45am Mass at St John’s  

NB there is no 5pm Mass at Christ the King on Easter Sunday  

Other Services during the Triduum 

Family Stations of the Cross: This will be held at Christ the King Church on Good Friday 29th March. Any 
child who wishes to take part should arrive by 9.45am. All are welcome.  

Quiet Hour with the Cross on Good Friday evening: This time of prayer and reflection will take place at 
St John’s church on Good Friday 29th March at 6.30pm. All are welcome.  


