
 

In today’s Gospel 
Jesus continues his 
sermon on the 
Mount, telling his 
listeners about how 
God wants them to 
live as his follow-
ers. He affirms that the laws of God 
are good and encourages us to keep 
the Ten Commandments but he asks 
us to do a bit more too. Most laws 
are not there to make life difficult 
for us but to keep us on the right 
track. 
Jesus pulled up the Scribes and 
Pharisees for being too legalistic: 
they were too caught up with keeping 
the letter of the law that for exam-
ple, they would not even help some-
one who needed help if it went 
against the laws of the Sabbath. He 
gives us new standards for living the 
life of grace; high standards of 
course but he speaks of the need for 
purity of intention so that we are 
pleasing to God who sees deep into 
our inner most being.  God knows the 

motivation behind 
our every word,  
action and thought 
so Jesus tells us 
that everything we 
do should be done 
for God and carried 

out in love and out of love.  
We can often look at the command-
ments and tick them all off convinc-
ing ourselves that we haven’t com-
mitted any of those He homes in on 
the fifth commandment which is 
about killing; However he takes it to 
the root, he says that murder begins 
with hateful thought and anger. We 
know when someone wrongs us we can 
harbour resentment against them 
and this can linger for years.  
So we thank the Lord for the gift of 
freewill and we ask for the grace 
through our relationship with Christ 
to resist temptation to make wrong 
choices. Let us also ask for the hu-
mility and confidence to find ways of 
dealing with those areas of darkness 
particularly anger and lust. 

FIFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8TH FEBRUARY 2026  YEAR A 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

Churches of:       Christ the King         St Mary of the Assumption            St John the Baptist        BURNLEY 

LENT 2026 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which this year falls on 18th February. Masses with distribution of ashes will 

be as follows; 

9.15am St John’s,  12.00 Noon St Mary’s,  7.00pm Christ the King   

To help our preparation the ‘Walk with Me’ booklets are available at the back of each church. 

‘Let your light shine before  

others, ………… and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven.’ 

HCPT (HOSANNA HOUSE AND CHILDREN'S PILGRIMAGE TRUST) 

Next weekend 14/15th February there will be an appeal at all the Masses for HCPT, which organises 
Pilgrimages to Lourdes for handicapped and disadvantaged people. Please support this as best you can. 
Thank you.  



 

Lately Dead: Fr Francis Austin, Colin Richardson, 

Joan Draper, David Holloway, Marie Evans, Winifred 

Isbinski, David Griffin, Patrick Bratton, Dennis      

Bennett,  

Anniversaries:  John Ford, Claire Marie Halstead, 

Frank Donovan, Vilma Suravilla,   

Other intentions: Sr Anne McCafferty, Sr Bridget, 
in thanksgiving for prayers answered for Our Lady 
and St Martin, Special intention,   

Towneley chapel lamp; Marie Evans RIP   

MASS INTENTIONS 

CASTLERIGG MANOR  

Catholic Family Retreat at Castlerigg Manor // March 27-29th // £160-230 per family- For the first time 
since Covid, Castlerigg Manor are bringing back their popular family retreats. There will be streams for differ-
ent ages and fun activities for everybody including Mass in the evening and time to explore Keswick 

May Half Term B&B Stays at Castlerigg Manor - In May half-term, Castlerigg Manor (Catholic retreat 
centre in Keswick, Cumbria) will once again be opening their doors for B&B stays. A great way for families, 
groups of friends, and individuals to get an affordable stay in Keswick. Mass will be provided on site.  

For more information go to: castleriggmanor.com 

COFFEE MORNING AT ST MARY’S  -  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

The Coffee Morning after 10.00am Mass on Sundays is hugely popular, lively event, greatly valued as a social 
get-together. We now need to add to the team of people who make and serve the drinks. There is a rota so 
you would only be on duty once every few weeks. It means setting the tables, making the brews and serv-
ing. The current team members will support you, and the customers enjoy the chat. Please call Maureen on 
07807 184 743    NB: Corrected Number—apologies. 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for February 2026 
For Children With Incurable Diseases 

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families re-
ceive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.  

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2026 

The children and parents are now having their one-to-one appointments with Fr David or Fr Theo. Following 
these one-to-one appointments, Parents will then receive full details of all, further meetings and celebra-
tions.  If you have any questions, please contact Fr. David. 

‘FIRST OF THE MONTH’ MARCH  - THE GOOD SAMARITAN "GIANT SNAKES AND LADDERS CHAMPIONSHIP" 

This novel event will take place on Sunday March 1st beginning at 11.45am in St Johns 
parish hall. It's open to all - fancy your chances?? We have room for 16 competitors,  50p a  
ticket - winner takes all!! Tickets from Margaret P 07751 025178 or at St Johns Sunday Mass. 

THANK YOU 

There's also a big "Thank you" for the various unneeded Christmas gifts recently donated and to all who 
supported the warming homemade soup event last Sunday - it really was - souper!! 

A DAY FOR THE PARISH IN SOUTHPORT 

On Tuesday 28th April we are planning a day out  in Southport. We would leave Burnley around 9.30am 
and arrive at Holy Family RC Church in the Meols Cop area of Southport. On arrival we would have tea/
coffee in the parish rooms then afterwards receive a spiritual talk by the Parish Priest Fr Kevin McLoughlin. 
Fr Kevin will then preach at a concelebrated Mass in the church  around midday. We would then proceed 
towards Lord street and the promenade for lunch and time to explore. We plan to leave around 3.30pm and 
be home for 5pm. Our mode of transport will depend on how many people are interested; but if we work on 
the cost being £10 per person then we can adjust accordingly. If interested in booking a place, please call 
Lynne .tel 07850048538.  

NOTICE FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS—VOLUNTEER REGISTER—ACTION REQUIRED 
It has been two years since the last survey, and it is now time to update our volunteer reg-
ister, for all three churches. Forms are available at the back of each church. If you are in-
volved in any activities or Ministries, kindly take a form, fill it out, and place it in the desig-
nated box at the back of the church.     Thank you. 



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 9TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2026 

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s 

Tuesday  St Scholastica 

   9.30am St Mary’s  NB: Only one Mass today 

Wednesday Our Lady of Lourdes 

   9.30am St Christ the King   

   12.30pm Funeral Service at St Mary’s for Dennis Bennett RIP 

   7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s   10.00am St John’s 

Friday  Weekday 

   12 Noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition from 11.30 to 11.55am 

Saturday    Ss Cyril and Methodius 

   9.30am St. Mary’s followed by Exposition with Reconciliation from 10.30am to 11.30am 

  Vigil Masses  

   6.00pm St. John’s preceded by Reconciliation with Exposition from 5.15 to 5.55pm  

   6.30m St. Mary’s 

Sunday  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Christ the King:  9.15am and    5.00pm     

          St. Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

         St. John’s:   10.45am 

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  

Stay with us Lord on our journey. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock    St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com            Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk     Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  Burnley 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount Burnley 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for weekend of 
1 and 2 Feb was £1482.53, for which, many thanks. 

FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES, OLD ENGLISH COINS AND NOTES, MEDALS AND GOLD 

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back 
of each church.  Thank you to all those concerned which is greatly appreciated.  

EXPOSITION:  

There will be Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament starting 30 

minutes before the Masses 
Monday to Friday. (Except be-

fore  Funerals) 

THANK YOU 

Sincere and very grateful thanks to the parishioner who found our set of keys in the car park at St John's 
church at the 6.00pm Mass on 31st January and kindly handed them in.  

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which will 
continue each week. The winning Bonus ball for last Wednesday was number 5.   

Congratulations to this week’s winners Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy. 

St John’s ~ Margaret Mary St Mary’s ~ Maureen Christ the King ~  rollover  

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/


 

HEALING SERVICE 

Many in our parish have a devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes, and have been on pilgrimage there. St Mary’s in 
Oswaldtwistle have this programme on World Day of Prayer for the Sick 


