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In today's Gospel we have the im-
age of Jesus as the Vine and his
disciples being the branches, who
speaks these tender words to his
disciples on the brink of his pas-
sion and death. He speaks of the
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will restore all that our sinfulness
and human weakness and vulnerabil-
“%.. | ity risks destroying. The Lord's ris-
ﬁ, en life has a power that can cut
through all those failings and set-
backs: it makes sense of it all and

importance of unity just hours be-
fore the whole little group that he has
nurtured will badly let him down, and there
will be very great short term disunity.
However, he is aware it is about to go into
meltdown when they must face all that
they are going to have to face in the hours
that followed. He knows he is to be be-
trayed, he knows his friends will scatter
and desert him, and that the leader he has
appointed, the rock Peter, will publicly de-
ny he even knows him three times. Per-
haps we have this image in the season of
Easter to show his rising from the dead

redeems all of that.

Let us grow in our understanding and ap-
preciation that Christ will never give up on
us. We know that facing struggle, failure,
danger and sacrifice enable our relation-
ships to grow in unity and togetherness.
We know there is more depth to a rela-
tionship that has weathered the storms
that get thrown at it. As with the disci-
ples, some of our choices and decisions
through human weakness result in us let-
ting the Lord down but in the same way he
will never cut himself off from us, and he
will always love us.

D10CESAN SYNOD UPDATE

i

Those who are members of the Diocesan Synod will be having their first proper Gathering on Satur-
day 18th May 2024. At the event, the Parish and Deanery Synod representatives will be given de-
tailed feedback on the emerging themes from the recent Big Listen events . They will then agree
what the next steps are to be. We will continue to keep you informed. During this time let us con-
tinue to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod and especially our own Synod delegates.

PARISH PENTECOST VIGIL

In order to prepare for the great feast of Pentecost and to mark the end of the season of
Easter, we are organising a Pentecost Vigil on Saturday 18" May, the eve of Pentecost. It will ¥
also be a good opportunity to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod who have their first

Gathering that same day. The event will start at 3pm and conclude with the 6pm Vigil Mass
at St John’s church followed by refreshments in the parish rooms. The event will also include

Prayer, Workshops, Exposition, Reconciliation, Evening Prayer and Praise. Further details of the event will be

published next week. All are welcome.

PARISH IN COUNCIL MEETING THURSDAY 9TH MAY

This meeting to be chaired by Fr David, will be held in the parish Rooms at St Mary’s at 7pm on Thursday 9"
May. This will comprise a review of the past year; a summary presentation of last years parish accounts and
sharing a few ideas for the coming year. All parishioners are welcome.

YOUNG PEOPLES GROUP
Our next gathering for young people in school year 9 and above will take place on Thursday 2nd May in the

Parish Rooms at St Mary’s from 6.30pm to 8pm.




FREE BRASS BAND CONCERT AT ST MARY’S — SUNDAY 12TH MAY AT AT 2.00PM

The concert features the BMP Goodshaw Brass Band, which wowed us all when they last
performed for us, features St Mary’s organist, Francis on trombone. Their music programme
is mixed, with something for everyone from

Y% marches to musicals , % sacred to swing % Beatles to Bach % and more!
Fun for the ears!

Entry is free, and there will be a collection and raffle. There will be drinks and cakes availa-
ble. So time for a chat as well as a good afternoon’s entertainment. Come and Enjoy!

MISSION POSSIBLE
On the weekend of the 4" and 5" May | \ j‘ll{()l]l@ support resources needed for the trip.
we look forward to welcoming the Mis- The team will also welcome any dona-
sion Possible Team back to our parish to update us  tions of woolly hats, pens, pencils, felt tip pens, new
on their amazing work, teaching in deprived areas in underwear (any size) to take with them. This year a
Kenya. They will be selling handmade produce made team of 14 teachers will head to Kenya during their
by the Mamas in Kenya. They are also hoping to half term break to share their expertise with the
gain sponsors to pay for a child’s education for a full teachers working in the most challenging of circum-
year (£200 per child). There will be a retiring collection to stances. We pray that their 5% trip will be as successful as

previous trips

CAFOD News APRIL 2024

Campaigns Update — Fix the Food System — Last July Our parish responded fantasti-
c AF:“D cally with over 400 signing “Salina’s Big Letter”. This was to support Salina, and other
Cathoke Ay T small-scale farmers in Bangladesh, in their struggle against restrictive seed laws pushed
Overseas Development ' the World Bank. CAFOD are continuing this campaign by asking us to send an
80th Birthday message to the World Bank. It's a publicly-funded bank that was created to
eradicate poverty. But with 2.4 billion people having no regular access to food, the World Bank is clearly not
doing its job. Let's come together to share with the World Bank one single birthday wish: to bring seeds
back into the hands of farmers. Send a message using this link: Attps.//cafod.org. uk/campaign/campaign-
with-us/send-a-birthday-message-to-the-world-bank

Mi1ss10 BOXES COLLECTSION AND CONTRIBUTIONS

ST JOoHN’s: In 2023,the Good Samaritan Parish (St. John's community) raised the magnificent sum of
£1,325.70 through our Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank you! Our mis-
sionary community here at the Good Samaritan Parish is part of a worldwide network of
people supporting missionaries overseas through prayer and financial assistance. The
spring edition of Missio has recently been distributed. Please bring your donations/boxes to
St John’s church or ring 433832 to be collected/renewed. Thank you.

CHRIST THE KING: For the Christ the King Community April is the month for the collection of
the Missio Red Boxes. Please bring your boxes to Church or call Stephen and Francesca
on 07593 854661 or 07874 882132 to arrange collection. Thank you

KSC Quiz NiGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS—THIS MONDAY

Our next quiz will be at 8pm on 29th April. There will be an entrance fee of £2 per person which in-
cludes free coffee/ tea and biscuits. Glasses will be provided for those who want to bring their own
beer or wine. All are welcome.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

The young people who have applied have commenced their preparation, so please keep them, their families as
well as their catechists in your prayers.

“THE BI1G PICTURE"
The Big Picture is the title of our DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course con- 7 Q-L?uag e
sists of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2™ Friday of each month. This will be held in St '{3’_’_’1‘
Mary’s parish Rooms at 12.30pm. The next meeting will be on Friday 10th May. =

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

e If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion in their
home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things.



Birthday memorial; John Frazer. Marie Green-
| MASS INTENTIONS | wood,

Lately Dead: Margaret Pickup, Fr Billy Molloy,
Don Blake, Peter Robinson, Joe Melvin, Albert
Turner, Miguel Ignacio Montero Jara,

Other Intentions: John Tricket, Helen Conway,
Anniversary; Francis Fallon,

All it takes is one good person to restore hope. rope Franci

CELEBRATION MASS—GOLDEN JUBILEE—CANON TONY MCBRIDE

Canon McBride is celebrating his Golden Jubilee to mark the 50th anniversary of his ordination to

the sacred priesthood with a special Mass on Sunday 5™ May at 3pm at St Mary’s, where he was [" 1
ordained on that very day in 1974.This Mass will be followed by tea/coffee and cake in the parish @ I'
rooms afterwards. If those who have kindly offered to bring home-made cakes for the refresh-
ments afterwards please bring them to the parish rooms between 2pm and 2.30pm. —

Let’s make this a joyful celebration for Canon McBride and thanksgiving for Priesthood.

HOUSEBOUND MASS—SATURDAY 11TH MAY 2024.

The SVP will be holding a Housebound Mass on Saturday May 11th at 12 noon in St John’s parish hall with
Fr David as celebrant. This will be followed by a light lunch. As previously, this is an open invitation across

the parish for anyone who would love to attend but especially the housebound and people with mobility is-
sues. We hire black cabs for wheelchair users and use our own cars for transport should they be required.

Please contact Maria on 07929256406 should you have any questions or require transport

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHARITY COLLECTION

Did you know that charities can benefit from selling used stamps by weight? It's about £20 per kilo. It's a
challenge for an individual, but if we all collected them we could raise the money much more quickly. If you
would like to help then please leave your stamps at the back of Christ the King Church. Please cut the stamp
off the envelope. When cutting, leave approximately 1cm of envelope bordering each stamp. The organiser
plans to ‘sell’ to different charities—including though not limited to: Age UK, RNIB, Against Breast Cancer,
Parkinson'’s UK, Kidney Care UK.

READERS ROTA ST MARY’S 10.00AM SUNDAY MASS

The new rota starts on 28th April. There are copies of the Rota available in the Sacristy at St Mary’s for
those who have not received them via email.

GIFT AID AND NON-GIFT AID ENVELOPES

They are available to collect at each of the churches after the Masses . Thanks for your patience and under-
standing about this.

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 24th April was number 40 Yes, same as last week!

g
Ay
& Congratulations to this week’s winners who are as follows:
St John’s ~ Saima St Mary’s ~ Ann Christ the King ~ Rollover
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.

WEEKLY CoLLECTION The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the
parish for the weekend of 20/21 April was £1522.98 for which many thanks.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER: You can make your contributions to the parish online by
Standing Order; Please contact your bank and inform them that payment should now be made as follows:

P
Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish. Sort Code: 205558 Account numbetr: “EE’E;"
50404640 Thank you. ° <
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MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 29TH APRIL TO SUNDAY 5TH MAY 2024
Please note the changes this week.

St Catherine of Siena
9.30am St Mary’s
St Pius vV

Monday

Tuesday

9.00am Mass in Christ the King School

12.00 noon St John's
St Joseph the Worker
9.30am Christ the King

St Athanasius
9.30am St Mary’s
Ss Philip and James

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

NB: Only one Mass today.

7.00pm St John's

Exposition
There will be Exposition
of the Blessed
Sacrament starting 30
minutes before each
weekday Mass, Monday
to Friday (Except before
Funerals)

10.00am St John’s

12.00noon St Mary’s preceded from 11.30 to 11.55. by Reconciliation and

Saturday English Martyrs

Exposition

9.30am St. Mary's followed 10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation.

Vigil Masses:

6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with

Reconciliation and Exposition

6.30pm St Mary’s

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Christ the King: 9.15am
St Mary'’s:
St John'’s:

Sunday

10.45am

and 5.00pm
10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).

(*A recording of the Mass will be available later from Sunday afternoon)

3.00pm Golden Jubilee Mass at St Mary’s for Canon Tony McBride

RIGHT TO LIFE SPONSORED WALK 2024
The local Knights of St Columba and Catenians are organising the Walk once more this year, in
conjunction with Right to Life. It will be on Bank Holiday Monday 27th May leaving St Mary’s car
park at 1.00pm. It covers 10k, (6.25 miles) with refreshments provided afterwards. It has been a
relaxed, fun event so pop the date in your diary. More details nearer the time.

CosT OF LIVING SUPPORT
Cm it This is a grocery store targeted for those
%, Grocery | People who are having difficulties in the cost

of living crisis. You pay a registration fee of
£5 for the year, and can then shop weekly (or more often if
need be) for £4 per visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about
£20/£30 in any other supermarket. The two shops are 1) in
the shopping centre square above New Look, and 2) Valley
St near the cemetery. They're open Monday to Friday
9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop in, see and buy!

W,  The people of the parish have given donations
SalBae and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
"% "= lent work of Blessed Trinity College, who have

raised over £14,000 since they started. You are
asked to continue to put food into the collection point in
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site
for financial donations at htips://tinyur.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept
money gifts, in an envelope dlearly marked dropped into the
presbytery letterbox.

Cco

Clergy Team

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone
Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra
Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com

St Mary of the Assumption

01282 422007

Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk

Christ the King
Healey Mount
BURNLEY BB11 2QJ]

St Mary of the Assumption
3 Todmorden Road
Burnley BB10 4AU

St John the Baptist
Bracewell St
Burnley BB10 1TB




