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Lent is a time for us to change. 
There is a tendency for us to 
become very self-centred and 
now is the right time to set 
about changing ourselves; to be-
come less self-centred and 
more Christ-centred. To help us achieve 
this change, a word we might need to use 
more often in Lent is the word “No”. As 
we know in the desert, Satan tempted 
Jesus three times and each time the 
Lord was strong enough to respond “No”. 
Saying “No” to being tempted to do 
things that would only benefit himself, 
enabled the Lord on leaving the desert to 
say “Yes” to beginning a ministry that 
would involve long, hard days, bringing 
God’s love, healing and hope to many peo-
ple. It would ultimately lead to his great-
est statement of saying “Yes” to God; his 
death on the cross.  

So this Lent we also need to confidently 
use the word No a little more. We should 

say no to anything that is all 
about ourselves. For example, 
let us say no to the snooze but-
ton on our alarm clocks and in-
stead of a few extra minutes in 
bed, get up earlier and give that 

time to the Lord in prayer. Or instead of 
wanting our own way and getting worked 
up about it, listen to what the other peo-
ple in our lives want to do and be more 
open minded in accepting what they sug-
gest. Saying no to ourselves can be quite 
liberating and can enable us to put our 
energy into things that give life to oth-
ers and at the same time bring us closer 
to God. 

Whatever we are taking on for Lent this 
year, let our focus continually be cen-
tring our lives more fully on Our Lord, 
uniting ourselves more closely to the 
Church’s mission and being as ready as 
we can to celebrate the Resurrection at 
Easter.  
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LENT 2024 

During Lent we are called to prepare ourselves for Our Lord’s passion, death 
and Resurrection. We focus on the three Lenten areas of prayer, self sacrifice 
and giving as we prepare. The parish offers a number of support opportunities 
to help us on our journey. 

“Walk with Me” Lenten booklets and Calendars  

These resources, available at the back of each church,  lead us through Lent 
with prayers and contemplations, as we help prepare ourselves.  

Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross will be celebrated each week of Lent. The first of these will be at St 
Mary’s at 6.00pm on Monday 19th February. 

Early Morning  Lenten Friday Mass 

As from Friday 16th February, Mass will be celebrated at 6.30am each Friday of Lent at St Mary’s 
followed by breakfast in the parish rooms for those present.  



 

Lately Dead: John Cavanagh, Joe McKean,  Anne Eliza-

beth  Lister, Marcella Varey, Michael Kilburn, Elizabeth 
Rose Catlow, John Teggart, Kevin Salmon 

Other Intentions: Tressa  Byrom, 99th Birthday, 
Successful medical treatment. 

Anniversaries: Christopher John Nolan, Kevin O’Bri-
en, Peter Mason, Frank Donovan, Jamie Allen,      

Marie Breslin, Irene Moore, Asmat Pervez, Nasreen 
Sultana, 

Birthday Memoriam: Patricia D’Silva. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

YOUNG PEOPLES GROUP  

Our next gathering for young people in Year 9 or above will be held in St Mary’s Parish Rooms from 
6.30pm to 8pm on Thursday 22nd February.  

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 14th February was number 24; 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Barbara  St Mary’s ~  Pat  Christ the King ~ Rollover 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

MONDAY MORNING MASS AT ST. MARY’S   

Tea and toast will be served in the parish rooms after 9.30am Mass on Mondays. This will be or-
ganised by the Legion of Mary who will commence their weekly meeting at 10.30am in the New-
man Room.        All are welcome. 

CAFOD NEWS FEBRUARY 2024  

Family Fast Day—Appeal at Mass this weekend: Family Fast Day is on Friday 23rd February. 
Our CAFOD Group will make an appeal at each of the Masses on the weekend of 17/18th February 
and ask you to take an envelope home, have a simple meal on Fast Day, make a donation and return 

the envelope the following weekend. This Lent, your donations will help hardworking people like James, a 
fisherman in Liberia, with resources, tools and training to feed their families for good.  Please join with us in 
praying that our sisters and brothers around the world have what they need to feed their families. 

Soup Lunch: There will be a Mass at 11 am on Friday 23rd February at St John's which will be 
followed by a soup lunch to which everyone is very welcome. 

THANK YOU 

'The family of Elizabeth (Betty) Ball, would like to extend their heartfelt appreciation to Parishioners,  for all 
their kind expressions of sympathy, love and support, and for joining them at Mass and the celebration of 
Betty's life.'   

UPCOMING PARISH CELEBRATIONS!! 

Easter Eggtravaganza Sunday April 7th we're thinking muffins and bacon / sausage butties, tombola 
mini auction,  and an Easter Bonnet parade - aimed at the "younger end" however do remember we are all 
"Children of God"  - there will be prizes!! 

The Summer Sizzler this year is Sunday July 7th - where we ask anyone who can entertain us, paint 
faces, run raffles...... actually just about everything is welcome......! 

Both celebrations are based at St Johns beginning after Sunday Mass with the aim to bring our whole parish 
community together socially whilst raising funds. Both celebrations are at the early planning stage and if you 
would like to offer anything—especially time—please let Margaret P 07751 025178 know.  Thanks! 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION—2024 

Confirmation is now to be celebrated by each Deanery throughout the Diocese. Bishop John will celebrate 
the Sacrament for St John Vianney Deanery at St. Mary’s church, Burnley on Tuesday 25th June. Young peo-
ple living in the parish, who are in school year 8, or older, and who have been through the parish Sacramen-
tal Programme are eligible to be prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are interested 
please contact Fr David by 24th March , who will give you a letter providing details of the programme 
of catechesis and a Parental Consent/Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacrament through 
Blessed Trinity Catholic College.  



 

AD MULTOS ANNOS BISHOP TERENCE! 
Bishop Terence Brain will celebrate his Diamond Jubilee of priesthood on 22nd February. I am sure you will all 
join me in congratulating Bishop Terence on this milestone and wishing him well in all that the future 
holds. A Mass of Thanksgiving and Celebration of his 60 years of generous service will take place 
at St Thomas More, Middleton, Manchester  on Saturday 24th February at 1pm followed by re-
freshments in the parish centre. If anyone required transport please contact Fr David. 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery targeted for those 
people who are having difficulties in 
the cost of living crisis. You pay a reg-
istration fee of £5 for the year, and 

can then shop weekly (or more often if need be) for £4 per 
visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about £20/£30 in any oth-
er supermarket. The two shops are 1) in the shopping centre 
square above New Look, and 2) Valley St near the cemetery. 
They’re open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop 
in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are 

asked to continue to put food into the collection point in 
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site 
for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept 
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the 
presbytery letterbox.   

Thank you all! 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Lent Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s   NB: Only one Mass today. 

   6.00pm Stations of the Cross at St Mary’s    

Tuesday  Lent Weekday  

   9.30am St Mary’s   NB: Only one Mass today. 
Wednesday St Peter Damien 

   9.30am Christ the King  7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  The Chair of Peter 

  9.15 am Mass in St Mary’s school 10.00am St John’s  

Friday  St Polycarp 

    6.30am Lenten Mass at St Mary’s   

   11.00am CAFOD Mass at St John’s    

   NB: No Reconciliation and Exposition today at St Mary’s    

Saturday    Lenten Weekday 

   9.30am St. Mary’s  10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  2nd Sunday of Lent  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

In the Mass we have Jesus in the appearance of bread. While in the slums we see Jesus 
and touch him in the broken bodies, in the abandoned children.  (St Teresa of Kolkata) 

Exposition  

There will be Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

starting 30 minutes before 
each weekday Mass, Mon-

day to Friday (Except before 
Funerals) 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  


