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In today’s Gospel, we hear that even the unclean spirits obey the com-
mand of Jesus. We are also challenged by the Lord to be people who 
obey.  There is a fair bit of opportunity for obedience around: we are to 
obey the law of the land, if we drive we obey the law of the road: chil-
dren are to obey their parents and give them due honour:  priests and 
religious take a promise of obedience to their bishop/superior. However 

all of us are also asked to obey the commandments of the Lord and of the Church. I am 
sure you can think of other examples. 

Because of Original Sin being in the world, we often find ourselves choosing to disobey. We 
might disobey the laws and rules of the land and when we disobey the laws of God, we sin.. 
There was only one rule to keep in the Garden of Eden and  that got broken.  Even the 
thought of obeying can be a bit unnatural to us. Perhaps we sometimes make wrong choic-
es because of our  pride or perhaps just because we are given the freedom to do both good 
and evil.  

The whole point of Jesus coming into the world is to redeem us of 
our lack of obedience, selfishness and sin and show us a new way.  
Jesus was totally obedient to the Father, even throughout the Ago-
ny in the Garden and his excruciating pain of the Passion. He shows 
us that to obey is to love, and to obey is divine; so when we obey 
we are being like Christ.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE LITURGY  

O that today you 

would listen to his 

voice! Harden not 

your hearts. 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES 

We now return to our pre-Christmas programme of public Masses, as follows. They may be subject to change 
at short notice so, if you can, check daily on the parish website for updates 

Exposition: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 mins before the weekday Masses.    

Exposition and Reconciliation: Every Saturday there will be  Exposition and Reconciliation at St 
Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place on the Sacred 
Heart chapel. Please be guided by the Stewards. Thank you.  

St Mary’s  

M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sat                         
Mass at 9.30am  

Sunday Mass at 9.30am  

(Live streamed) 

St John’s 

Tues: 12.00 noon 

Wed: 7pm Mass                  
Thurs 10.30am  

Sunday Mass 10.45am 

Christ the King 

Mon 7pm Mass  

Friday Mass 12 Noon 

Sunday Mass 5pm 

UPDATE FROM FR DAVID ON COVID IMPLICATIONS 
As you may be aware some churches are closing at the moment during the current   

National lockdown for various reasons. With support from Bishop John, we continue to follow the 
“Festina Lente” motto, and monitor how things are progressing as regards keeping our own church-
es open for Masses and services. We are very dependent on the health of the priests and significant-
ly the health, safety and generosity of our wonderful stewards. We are very grateful to the commit-
ment and dedication our stewards have shown over the last 7 months. Thanks to those who have 
recently come forward to act as new stewards. If anyone else would like to become a steward 
please contact Fr David . 



 
 

Lately Dead: Ian Stewart, Eileen Park, David 
Hartley, Patrick Fleming, Leanna Oliver, Wyn 
Tunley, Patrick Gallagher. 
Birthday Remembrance: Mary Fleming. 
In Memoriam:  John Joseph Donohoe, Fleming 
family, Macken family, Fell family 
Other Intentions: For good health for Fr Da-
vid, A sick relative, Ita Thomas, Jack Smith,  
In thanksgiving for Parishioners’ intentions. 

Anniversaries: Mary Featherstone, Marie Foley, 
Michael Hephrun, Ann Jackson, Peter Macken. 

Towneley Chapel Lamps 

David Featherstone   Andrew Harrison 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

The Year of St Joseph     “With a Father’s Heart”  
 “[St Joseph] teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our 

course. At times, we want to be in complete control, yet God always sees the bigger picture. “ 

 
Sadly the appeal has to continue. You can drop food off at most Spar stores. You can also contribute online 
(via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. You can donate cash at St John’s Presby-
tery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £115 being donated over the Christmas period.  
Congratulations to everyone at Blessed Trinity—their website has burst through the £7,000  marker!! 

Thank you all for your great generosity, online, in cash and in kind . 

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES AND GROWS 

Stay with us 

Lord on our 

journey 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 

Mon 1 Feb  Weekday 
Tues 2 Feb   Presentation        
                of the Lord  
Wed 3 Feb    St Blaise 
Thurs 4 Feb  Weekday 

 
Fri  5 Feb  St Agatha 
Sat 6 Feb  St Paul Miki 
  and companions 
Sun 7 Feb   5th  Sunday 
  of Ordinary Time 

ST JOHN’S NEEDS YOUR HELP 

in order to comply with the churches insurance regulations and security issues we are trying to 
compile a list of key holders.  If you currently have a key for the church or parish rooms or any oth-
er area  could you please let us know in order to update our data base . 

Please contact  07751025178 or stjohns@ccibe.org.uk  

CARITAS APPEAL: 'WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR'  

Pope Francis reminds us that, before we are anything else, we are brothers and sisters sharing 
a common home, and we are called to become neighbours and friends. Covid-19 has seen new 
forms of poverty in our society. Through its Appeal, CARITAS is enabled to reach out with love 
and support to the most vulnerable and marginalised in our communities. Due to the pandemic 
CARITAS is asking people to consider electronic giving. Details of how to donate can be found 
at https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/ and further information is available on the parish website 
+about the Appeal, including the CARITAS SUNDAY Appeal Prayer. 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com  Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 
St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Malc, Andrew and Cath Stew-
art would like to thank all the 
parishioners for their com-
forting words, cards and 

Mass offerings on the sad loss of their 
youngest son, Ian. Holy Mass will be 
offered for your intentions.  

A WORD 
OF 

THANKS  


