
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

21ST APRIL 2024   YEAR B 

Today is Good Shepherd     Sun-
day and in today’s Gospel, we hear 
Jesus call himself the Good 
Shepherd. The Good Shepherd is 
different to the hired hand who 
looks after his sheep. The Good 
Shepherd lives for the sheep in 
his care and  because everyone of the 
sheep matter to him, he is prepared to 
give his all for them. He protects them 
and will go searching for the lost and 
the stray.  

Good Shepherd Sunday is celebrated in 
the season of Easter to remind us that 
the Lord Jesus is alive and at work in 
his Church. The Good Shepherd is 
faithful to his role of looking after the 
sheep in his charge. We see Jesus as 
being the faithful shepherd looking   
after the Church. The Risen Lord is   
always at work in his faithful people, so 

it is through the Church that the     
promise of salvation is offered to 
the world Just as he called his 
first disciples directly to change 
their way of living and to follow 
him, for generations, the Lord 
has continually called people to 

serve him in his Church as Priests,   
Deacons and Religious. 

For this reason, today is also the World 
Day of Prayer for vocations. It is im-
portant that we sincerely pray for vo-
cations in the Church because the Lord 
continues to call people to serve him 
but in our increasingly secular world, 
his voice is often drowned out by other 
voices. May those whom the Good Shep-
herd is inviting to follow him, find with-
in their hearts, the courage and      
generosity to respond to Him.  

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

THIS SUNDAY IS THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday, a day of prayer for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious 
life. There will be a retiring collection for the Ecclesiastical Education Fund, which is used to fund 
the training of priests for the Diocese of Salford.  

DIOCESAN SYNOD UPDATE 

Those who are members of the Diocesan Synod will be having their first proper Gathering on Satur-

day 18th May 2024. At the event, the Parish and Deanery  Synod representatives will be given de-

tailed feedback on the emerging themes from the recent Big Listen events . They will then agree 

what the next steps are to be. We will continue to keep you informed. During this time let us con-

tinue to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod and especially our own Synod delegates.  

PARISH PENTECOST VIGIL  

In order to prepare for the great feast of Pentecost and to mark the end of the season of 
Easter, we are organising a Pentecost Vigil on Saturday 18th May, the eve of Pentecost. It 
will also be a good opportunity to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod who have 
their first Gathering  that same day. The event will start at 3pm and conclude with the 
6pm Vigil Mass at St John’s church followed by refreshments in the parish rooms. The event will also 
include Prayer, Workshops, Exposition, Reconciliation, Evening Prayer and Praise. Further details of 
the event will be published next week. All are welcome.  



 

“THE BIG PICTURE” 

The Big Picture is the title of our DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course 
consists of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month. This will be held in 
St Mary’s parish Rooms at 12.30pm. The next meeting will be on Friday 10th May.  

PARISH IN COUNCIL MEETING AT 7PM ON THURSDAY 9TH MAY AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS  

YOU ARE INVITED TO A MEETING , CHAIRED BY FR DAVID , AT WHICH , WE WILL REVIEW THE LAST YEAR, PRESENT THE PARISH 
THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE LAST YEAR AND SHARE A FEW  IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE. ALL PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME.. 

KSC QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS—THIS MONDAY 

Our next quiz will be at 8pm on 22nd April. There will be an entrance fee of £2 per person which 
includes free coffee/ tea and biscuits. Glasses will be provided for those who want to bring their 
own beer or wine. All are welcome. 

CAFOD NEWS—4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  21ST APRIL 2024 

Campaigns Update – Fix the Food System – Last July Our parish responded fantasti-
cally with over 400 signing “Salina’s Big Letter”. This was to support Salina, and other 
small-scale farmers in Bangladesh, in their struggle against restrictive seed laws pushed 
by the World Bank. CAFOD are continuing this campaign by asking us to send an 
80th Birthday message to the World Bank. It’s a publicly-funded bank that was created to 

eradicate poverty. But with 2.4 billion people having no regular access to food, the World Bank is clearly not 
doing its job. Let’s come together to share with the World Bank one single birthday wish: to bring seeds 
back into the hands of farmers. Send a message using this link: https://cafod.org.uk/campaign/campaign-
with-us/send-a-birthday-message-to-the-world-bank  

The Sudan Crisis – As the world marks the one-year anniversary (15 April) of the devastating conflict in 
Sudan, the plight of its people has reached unprecedented levels of suffering. Read the latest update from 
CAFOD using this link: https://cafod.org.uk/news/emergencies-news/sudan-crisis  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

The young people who have applied will be commencing their preparation this week, so please keep them, 
their families as well as their catechists in your prayers.  

FREE BRASS BAND CONCERT AT ST MARY’S — SUNDAY 12TH MAY AT 2.00PM 

The concert features the BMP Goodshaw Brass Band, which wowed us all when they last performed 
for us. Their programme is mixed, from marches to musicals, sacred to swing—and more! Entry is 
free, and there will be a collection and raffle. There will be drinks and cakes available.  

 

On the weekend of the 4th and 5th May  

we look forward to welcoming the Mis-

sion Possible Team back to our parish to update us 

on their amazing work, teaching in deprived areas in 

Kenya.  They will be selling handmade produce made 

by the Mamas in Kenya.  They are also hoping to 

gain sponsors to pay for a child’s education for a full 

year (£200 per child). There will be a retiring collection to  

support resources needed for the trip. 

The team will also welcome any dona-

tions of woolly hats, pens, pencils, felt 

tip pens, new underwear (any size) to take with 

them. This year a team of 14 teachers will head to 

Kenya during their half term break to share their ex-

pertise with the teachers working in the most chal-

lenging of circumstances. We pray that their 5th trip will 

be as successful as previous trips 

MISSIO BOXES COLLECTSION AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 ST JOHN’S: In 2023,the Good Samaritan Parish (St. John's community) raised the magnificent sum of 
£1,325.70 through our Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank you! Our 
missionary community here at the Good Samaritan Parish  is part of a worldwide network of people sup-
porting missionaries overseas through prayer and financial assistance. The spring edition of Missio has re-
cently been distributed. Please bring your donations/boxes to St John’s church or ring 
433832 to be collected/renewed. Thank you.  

CHRIST THE KING: For the Christ the King Community April is the month for the collec-
tion of the Missio Red Boxes. Please bring your boxes to Church or call Stephen and 
Francesca on 07593 854661 or 07874 882132 to arrange collection. Thank you  



 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Lately Dead: Giuseppa Maguire, George Ragen, 
Anne Shackleton, Darren Towey, Fr Billy Molloy, 
Christopher Chambers, Barbara Pickering, Marga-
ret Laird, Andrew Baskeyville, Anthony Ingham,  

Other Intentions: Sr Cecily’s intentions, Char-
lotte Hopkinson, Paula and Michael Gill, in thanks 
for positive medical prognosis,  

In Memoriam; the victims of the Hillsborough 
disaster.                                                      

The victims of the 2019 Sri Lanka Easter Sunday 
Attacks,     

Anniversaries: Mary McNamara, Linda Theresa 
White, Robert (Bob) Thomas, Maureen Ghee, 
Gerard Keough, Michael Reynolds, Thomas     
Edward Mulrooney, Margaret Bowyer, D Clegg, 
Mary Walsh, Linda Theresa White, Alice Fortune, 
Margaret Hoyle, Winniefred Towler, Fred Dixon, 
Maragret Melville Edwards,  

Birthday me- morial; John Fra-
zer. 

 

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. 
The winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 17th April was number 40 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Saima  St Mary’s ~ Lynne  Christ the King ~ Rollover 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

GIFT AID AND NON-GIFT AID ENVELOPES 

These are still available to collect at  each of the churches after the  Sunday Masses.  

READER ROTA ST MARY’S 10.00AM MASS 

The new rota starts on 28th April. There are copies of the Rota available in the Sacristy at St Mary’s 
for those who have not received them via email. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER: You can make your contributions to the parish 
online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and inform them that  payment should now be 
made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 
205558  Account number: 50404640          Thank you. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three 
churches in  the parish  for weekend of 13/14 April was  £1353.73, for which many thanks. 

SOCIAL GROUP AT ST. MARY’S  

Our next gathering will be Thursday 25th April from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Please join us in 
the parish Rooms for tea, coffee, darts, table tennis, a quiz, cards and most importantly a 
chance to chat. All are welcome. 

CELEBRATION MASS—ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION—CANON SEAN MCBRIDE 

Canon McBride is celebrating his Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the sacred priesthood 
with a special Mass on Sunday 5th May at 3pm at St Mary’s, where he was ordained on 
that very day in 1974. Canon McBride is an ‘old boy’ of the parish whose family was well 
known to many. 

HOUSEBOUND MASS—SATURDAY 11TH MAY 2024.  

The SVP will be holding a Housebound Mass on Saturday May 11th at 12 noon in St John’s par-
ish hall with Fr David as celebrant. This will be followed by a light lunch. As previously, this is 
an open invitation across the parish for anyone who would love to attend but especially the 
housebound and people with mobility issues. We hire black cabs for wheelchair users and use 
our own cars for transport should they be required. Please contact Maria on 07929256406 
should you have any questions or require  transport  



 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery store targeted for those 
people who are having difficulties in the cost 
of living crisis. You pay a registration fee of 

£5 for the year, and can then shop weekly (or more often if 
need be) for £4 per visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about 
£20/£30 in any other supermarket. The two shops are 1) in 
the shopping centre square above New Look, and 2) Valley 
St near the cemetery. They’re open Monday to Friday 
9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are 

asked to continue to put food into the collection point in 
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site 
for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept 
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the 
presbytery letterbox.   

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 22ND APRIL TO SUNDAY 28TH APRIL 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s  NB: Only one Mass today. 

Tuesday  St George  

   9.30am St Mary’s   12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday St Fidelis  

   9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  St Mark  

          10.00am St John’s           5.30pm  Mass at St Mary’s  

   6.30pm at St Mary’s: Celebration of God’s Word (For Sacramental Programme) 

Friday  Easter Weekday  

   12.00noon St Mary’s preceded from 11.30 to 11.55. by Reconciliation and    
               Exposition   

Saturday   Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St. Mary’s followed 10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation. 
   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

               Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

(*A recording of the Mass will be available later from Sunday afternoon) 

Exposition  

There will be Exposition 
of the Blessed           

Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before each 

weekday Mass, Monday 
to Friday (Except before 

Funerals) 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

RIGHT TO LIFE SPONSORED WALK 2024 

The local Knights of St Columba and Catenians are organising the Walk once more this year, in 
conjunction with Right to Life. It will be on Bank Holiday Monday 27th May leaving St Mary’s car 
park at 1.00pm. It covers 10k, (6.25 miles) with refreshments provided afterwards. It has been a 
relaxed, fun event so pop the date in your diary. More details nearer the time. 


