
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

Churches of:       Christ the King         St Mary of the Assumption            St John the Baptist        BURNLEY 

Today is Good Shepherd   
Sunday and in the Gospel, 
we hear Jesus say that he 
is the Good Shepherd. The 
Good shepherd is different 
to the hired hand who looks 
after his sheep. The Good 
Shepherd lives for the sheep in his 
care and is prepared to give his all for 
them. He protects them and will go 
searching for the lost and the stray. 
because everyone of the sheep matter 
to him. As the Good Shepherd we think 
of the huge sacrifices Christ made for 
us which  reminds us of the enormity of 
the love that Christ has for us; being 
prepared to give his very life and be 
treated so  unjustly in order to save us 
from our sins. 
Good Shepherd Sunday is celebrated in 
the season of Easter to remind us that 
the Lord Jesus is alive and at work in 
his Church. The Good Shepherd is 
faithful to his role of looking after the 
sheep in his charge. We see Jesus as 
being the faithful shepherd looking   
after the Church. The Risen Lord is      

always at work in his faith-
ful people, so it is through 
the Church that the   
promise of salvation is    
offered to the world. Just 
as he called his first      
disciples directly to change 

their way of living and to follow him, 
for  generations, the Lord has continu-
ally called people to serve him in his 
Church as Priests, Deacons and Reli-
gious. 
At the heart of Easter is love, which is 
a wonderful and mysterious source of 
strength and energy. Love makes us 
courageous. Where genuine love is pre-
sent, no sacrifice is too great. Good 
Shepherd Sunday reminds us that love 
overcomes all difficulties and challeng-
es. For this reason, today is also the 
World Day of Prayer for vocations. It 
is important that we sincerely pray for 
vocations in the Church because the 
Lord continues to call people to serve 
him but in our increasingly secular 
world, his voice is often drowned out by 
other voices.   

GAMES ON THE LAWN AT ST JOHN’S—NEXT WEEKEND 

"Games on the Lawn", hopefully in the sun, is the first of the month, next Sunday May 3rd after the 
10.45am mass at St Johns. We have badminton, football, hula hooping, cricket, swing ball and 
more …. and yes, it's all on the same lawn!! Cakes and drinks are in the parish hall - for the less 
energetic.  

A DAY WITH THE LORD IN SOUTHPORT—FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Our day of Recollection will take place on Tuesday 28th April. The coach for those who have 
booked a place will leave from in front of St Mary’s church on Yorkshire St at 9.30am. Lunch is 
booked at a fish and chip restaurant  off Lord St, Southport. Please hand at sacristy or St Mary’s 
Presbytery your envelope marked “Southport”  containing your name(s) £22.50 per person which 
includes the cost of transport and your lunch. Further details Please contact Lynne 07850048538  
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FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES, OLD ENGLISH COINS AND NOTES, MEDALS AND GOLD 

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at 
the back of each church.  Thank you to all those concerned which is greatly appreciated.  

“The hungry ask us for dignity, not for charity”  Pope Francis 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr. David to arrange things. 

KSC: BFC SIGNED FOOTBALL SHIRT RAFFLE—A COLLECTOR’S ITEM?? 

Alas! The Clarets are going down! Who knows when they will be back ….? 

We have what may become a unique memento of having a Premier League team 
for the town …… and it could be YOURS.  

It’s a signed, framed BFC official shirt and we ’re offering you the chance to win this 
potential collectors item it in our raffle. Numbers are only £5.00, and you can get yours 
by calling Brother Tom (07891 124951) to buy or for more information.  

All proceeds will go to Pendleside Hospice and the Georgia Fourie Butterfly Fund.  

CATENIAN CURRY EVENING 

Burnley Catenians are holding their annual Curry Evening at the Usha on Wednesday 20 May; !8:30 
for 19:00 for the Mid Week Special menu @ £15.95 pp. Parishioners welcome, names to Mick   
Armfield 0759 124 9211 by 13 May  marmfield@hotmail.co.uk  

GIFT AID ENVELOPES  

These are now available at the back of each church. They will be labelled with your name.  At Christ 
the King church please take a box of envelopes and look for the form inside the box, please com-
plete form and return to the sacristy or please give to Mick Frazer or Tim McCarthy. Those who use 
non Gift Aid envelopes please just take a box of envelopes. 

LAUDATO SI’ PARISH AWARD – OVERALL WINNER 

We ’re delighted to share some wonderful news: St Mary’s Bible Gar-
den has been named Overall Winner of the Laudato Si ’ Parish 
Awards! The garden was entered at the invitation of the Diocese ’s Laud-
ato Si ’ Environment and Learning Officer, who encouraged us to put it 
forward. The Award recognises ‘outstanding achievements in caring for 
God’s Creation’. It’s listed by Wikipedia as one of only three ‘Noteworthy 
Biblical gardens in Europe ’,  

The garden was celebrated at a joyful awards event led by Bishop John Arnold at Ward-
ley Hall on Tuesday, 14th April. Members of the St Mary ’s gardening team travelled to 
collect the plaque and certificate which was presented alongside other inspiring entrants 
and winners. 

To find out more, visit www.stmarysbiblegarden.co.uk.  

Congratulations, thanks and well done to our gardeners!  

PARISH MIDSUMMER MEAL– A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

We’re planning a whole-parish meal at Dempsey’s on Briercliffe Road on Friday 12th June 6.30pm 
for 7.00pm. We will put menus at the back of our three churches next weekend, offering a choice of  
delicious mains and desserts. There will be full details about prices, booking etc next weekend. 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 

Do you enjoy singing? Would you like to come and sing with St Mary’s singing 
group at the 10.00am Sunday Mass? Singing is a very healthy pastime for mind 
and body, and when you sing prayer, you sing twice. You will be very welcome. 

Come and talk with us after Sunday Mass for more information 

mailto:marmfield@hotmail.co.uk


 

Lately Dead: Antony Steciuk Lynn Clegg,   
Johnny Spinks, Sr Lucy Dunne, Amy Ingham, 
John Duffy, Jimmy Scaife, Michael Carter,  

Anniversaries:  Thomas Edward Mulrooney, 
Bob Thomas, Maureen Ghee, Gerard Keough, 
Linda Theresa White, Sheila Schofield, Patrick 
Campion, Fred Dixon, Dugie Clegg,  

Other Intentions: Special Intention, Being 
granted a new position,    MASS INTENTIONS 

STRUNG SUNG SUPPER 

Thanks for all those who Have bought tickets for this event on 8th May, at St John’s 
which is now sold out. Thanks so much for your support. 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for April 2026 
For Priests In Crisis 

Let us pray for Priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that 
they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support 

them with understanding and prayer.  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

Bishop John will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John Vianney Deanery at 
St. Mary’s church, Burnley at 7pm  on Thursday 25th June.    

CAFOD NEWS APRIL 2026  

Campaigning petition: Aiysha from Bangladesh once worked as a day labourer, bare-
ly earning enough to support her husband and son. Then, with CAFOD’s help, Aiysha 
learned about a sustainable way of growing food called ‘agroecology’ that works with 
nature, not against it. Agroecology doesn’t rely heavily on single crops, as industrial ag-
riculture does, nor on chemicals that make farmers sick. Instead, farmers use their local knowledge 
to grow food that fits their specific climate, soil and culture. Since Aiysha learned about agroecolo-
gy, she has almost doubled her income. Will you please help CAFOD urge the government to sup-
port sustainable food systems?  
Please send a message to the Minister of International Development, Baroness Chapman, calling on 
the UK government to do more on this issue at  - https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/183763 

MISSIO RED BOXES  

Christ the King:  Please bring your boxes to Church or call Stephen on 07593 
854661 to arrange collection. Thank you for your amazing continuing support.   

St John’s: the Missio charities send thanks for your kindness generosity, love and 
prayers. During 2025 you donated the superb amount of £1069.92.   Well Done! 

KSC CHARITY CONCERT  

Our local Knights of St Columba continue to raise money for two worthy local charities. There will 
be a concert featuring the superb singer Paul Scholey at Burnley Cricket Club on Friday 29th May, 
starting at 8.00pm Tickets including Pie and Pea Supper are only £7.00 and are available by calling 
Trevor (07526 014 568), Pat (07947 151 931), or Bernard (07800 867 554). The profits will go to 
Holly Grove, the school looking after children with learning difficultis, and to Pendleside Hospice 
whose work is well known and admired.  

Prayer for Good Shepherd Sunday 

Good Shepherd, you are amongst us and we try to know you fully. We pray that in our      
families and our communities there are good people who will come forward to become the 
ones who lead us in the growth of your love in our lives. We pray that they may hear your 

call and be given the strength of your love to come forward  and lead us in your ways. 

tel:07593854661
tel:07593854661


 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 27TH APRIL TO SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2026 

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s  

Tuesday  Easter Weekday 

   12.00 noon St John’s  NB Only one Mass today 

Wednesday Easter Weekday    

   9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s  10.00am St John’s  

Friday  St Joseph the Worker   

   12.00 noon St Mary’s preceded by Exposition and Reconciliation from 11.30 to 11.55am  

Saturday   St Athanasius    

   9.30 St Mary’s 10.30 to 1130am Exposition with Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   5.15pm to 5.55pm St John’s Reconciliation and Exposition 

  Vigil Masses 

   6.00pm St. John’s  

   6.30m St. Mary’s 

Sunday  Fifth Sunday of Easter  

   Christ the King:  9.15am  5.00pm 

          St. Mary’s:  10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

          St. John’s:   10.45am   

 (*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  

Stay with us Lord on our Journey  

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock    St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com            Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk     Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  Burnley 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount Burnley 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for 
weekend of 18/19 April was £1506.90 , for which many thanks. 

EXPOSITION:  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before the 
Masses Monday to   

Friday. (Except before 
Funerals) 

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, 
which will continue each week. The winning Bonus ball last Wednesday was number 7. 
 Congratulations to this week’s winners  

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy. 

St John’s ~ rollover St Mary’s ~ Pat Christ the King ~ Louise 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER 

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact 
your bank and inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Sal-
ford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 
50404640  

Small things done with great love will change the world.  
St Teresa of 

Kolkata 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

