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The younger son in today's fa-
mous Gospel parable has been
caught up in his own world, never
thinking of anyone else; to ask
for his inheritance while his father was
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We are however also asked to be
like the father in the way we
. ¢+ treat those who have wronged
us, and let us down, but want to
change the direction of their lives, and

alive was to have wished he was dead. We seek reconciliation and another chance.

are told that after finding himself in
dire circumstances that he comes to his
sense, a metanoia moment, when he has a
change of heart, and his thoughts turn
towards home. This would have cost him
a lot of pride, to have to return home
empty handed, with nothing to show for
all adventures, it was far from easy. He
has prepared a speech, admitting how
wrong he has been, but he needn't have
worried, the father loved him very much
and never stopped loving him and this
means he was looking out for him every-
day ~ hoping he would come back. The
Father was the most lavish in his gener-
osity. He depicts God; whenever we sin,
we know we can come back to the Lord
and we will be warmly welcomed back.

We can sometimes be like the Pharisees
who is represented in the Gospel by the
elder son in the story. he was hard
hearted and a bit dead inside; the
warmth of the light of love had gone out
inside of him. This was preventing him
from having any joy at his brother's
change of heart. If we are holding any
grudges against someone; now is the time
to do something about it; let go of it and
move on; even if they are not in a posi-
tion to apologise then you can still just
forgive and let go.

On this 4th Sunday of Lent we are shown
how steadfast is the heart of God. God's
love does not blow hot and cold. and he
never closes the door of his heart to any
of his children.

EASTER MASSES AND SERVICES IN THE PARISH

THE EASTER TRIDUUM
The services for this year’s Triduum will take place at St Marys church as follows;
Maundy Thursday (17th April) Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm with the church remaining open for

“watching” until 11pm.

Good Friday (18th April) 3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday (19th April) 9.30am Morning Prayer with Office of Reading

8.15pm Easter Vigil Mass

FAMILY STATIONS OF THE CROSS

This will be held on Good Friday 18th April at Christ the King church at 10.30am All are welcome. Any chil-
dren wishing to have a role in this service should arrive by 10.15am.

QUIET HOUR WITH THE CROSS
This will take place at St John’s church at 6.30pm on Good Friday 18th April. All are welcome.




KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA

Message of thanks The Brothers of Council 110, would like to thank all parishioners and priests for their support of the
Holy Relics Tour last weekend. We have had some lovely feedback.

But this tour wouldn't have been possible without our Brothers, so if anyone would be interested in joining or helping the
Knights of St. Columba (Bumley) in the future, please just get in touch for a chat with Grand Knight Tom Wilkinson or just
come to our meeting on Monday 14th April 7pm at St. Mary’s Parish Hall.

Centenary Celebrations Why not join the Knights in celebrating their Centenary Anniversary on Saturday
24th May, tickets are selling fast and are £20pp!

There will be an evening Mass of celebration, 5.30pm at St. Marys with Bishop John Arnold, followed by a 3
course meal at Turf Moor and entertainment with fantastic artist Sean Middleton.

If you are interested please contact a Brother or Grand Knight Tom Wilkinson for more information:

Mobile: 0789112951 Email: grand-knight-councill10@ksc.org.uk

CAFOD NEWS—4TH SUNDAY OF LENT (LAETARE SUNDAY) 30TH MARCH

Lent Family Fast Day — The parish CAFOD group wish to thank everyone for their support for the Lent
Family Fast Day. A total for donations will be shared in April. If you haven't already donated and wish to do
so, then please use this link: https://cafod.org.uk/give/appeals/lent-appeal

CAFOD’s Latest Campaign Action — As was mentioned in the Fast Day appeal talks, the UK Government
has decided to cut the overseas aid budget meaning that it will be at its lowest level since 1999. The result
will be that in some of the most vulnerable places on earth, more people will die and many more will lose
their livelihoods. Therefore, CAFOD is asking us to contact our MPs urgently and ask them to take action to
ensure that the UK does not turn its back on those most in need. CAFOD have prepared a pre-written email

which you can send to our local MP, Oliver Ryan. Just use this link to act:
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/166896/action/1

THE ARCHCONFRATERNITY OF ST STEPHEN

Our parish recently received the exciting news that our application for affiliation to the Guild of St Stephen
for Altar Servers has been approved by Cardinal Vincent Nicholls. This means the Altar Servers

who have been regularly serving at the altar for more than a year will be enrolled during Mass

into the Guild of St Stephen, the patron saint of Servers. They will be presented with the bronze
medal on red cord which they will wear whenever they are carrying out their ministry. We have i
a wonderful team of Altar Servers across the parish so we will be enrolling some of our experi- §Ip
enced Altar Servers into the Guild in all three churches over the next few Sundays. S

LAWN MOWER AVAILABLE
A Bosch 37cm/14.5" electric rotary lawnmower, blade sharpened variable cut hight, is available,
free of charge if you can afford, a small donation to church funds For viewing and additional details
please contact Andy on 07745491050

SPRING TIDY UP AT ST. JOHNS
Is happening Thursday April 10th from 11.00am. If you are free you're welcome to join in - a litter
pick across the grounds, some weed removal, a trimming of the garden, bench shine and anything
else that you may have noticed ...there will be a cup of tea available too!

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Confirmation will be celebrated by Bishop John in each Deanery. For St John Vianney Deanery A
this will be at St. Mary’s church, Burnley on Tuesday 1st July. Young people living in the )
parish, who are in school year 8 or older and who have been through the parish Sacramental Pro- w
gramme are eligible to be prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are interest-

ed please contact Fr David by 31st March, who will give you a letter providing details of the
programme of catechesis and a Parental Consent/Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacra-
ment through Blessed Trinity Catholic College.

PoPE FRANCIS' PRAYER INTENTION MARCH 2025

For families in crisis. Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for their wounds
through forgiveness, rediscovering each other's gifts, even in their differences.

Hope is on the other hand a gift and a task for every Christian. It is a gift because it is God &'
who offers it to us. Hoping, in fact, is not a mere act of optimism, like when we sometimes
hope for good weather. No, hoping is waiting for something that has already been givento =¥ ..
us; salvation in God's eternal and infinite love. To hope is to savour the wonder of being loved by God.
Hope is also a task that Christians have a duty to cultivate and put to good use for the sake of all.



mailto:grand-knight-council110@ksc.org.uk

Birthday Intentions: Sylvia Flanagan
MASS INTENTIONS Anniversaries: John Featherstone, Christopher
Chambers, Ian Mayor, Yvonne Gleeson, Kath

Lately Dead: Seamus McGahon, Rosalia Sessini, Ternent, Edward Stuart, Graham Howorth, Anne

Michelle Sharples, Patrick William Laverty, Ann and Ray Harrison, Mary Coyne,

Collins, Joseph Brewer, Pauline Waters, Ronnie z
PR,

Flynn, Barbara Mullin, Margaret Drummond, Ann
Cairns, John Whittaker, Eddie McNemamin,

Opening St John's Church for private prayer
We plan to open St John’s church for private prayer from 10am to 2 pm on Tuesdays as from 1st April . This will incorporate
the usual 12 Noon Mass and preceding time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome.

DIOCESAN YOUTH MINISTRY PILGRIMAGES
Our diocesan Youth Ministry Team is organising two fantastic pilgrimage opportunities, led by Bishop John,
for young people in Years 7, 8, and 9. The first pilgrimage will take place on Saturday 3 May with a pilgrim-
age to Walsingham, in conjunction with our main diocesan pilgrimage. The second is a pilgrimage to The
Holy Island of Lindisfarne, taking place between 20-22 June. Find out more and register at https://
dioceseofsalford.org.uk/youth/ministry/prayer-and-pilgrimage

CHRIST THE KING M1Ss10 RED BOXES

For the Christ the King Community April is the month for the collection of the Missio Red Boxes. Please bring
your boxes to Church or call Stephen and Francesca on 07593 854661 or 07874 882132 to arrange collec-

SVP HouseBoUND CARDS

An SVP member of the SVP group has designed some cards and a posting box for parishioners to write the
names of family members, friends, neighbours etc who are housebound and would like a visit from our
members or are in need of help. Also anyone who would like to attend our Housebound masses. You are our
voice, we can't help if we don’t know, but please get the persons permission before you fill in a card and
post it. We are having a trial run at St Johns but hopefully will roll it out to the other two churches. The
black post box and cards are on a table at the rear of the church.

Stations of the Cross
The Stations will be celebrated in a different church each week. This week the service will be at St
Marys church at 6.00pm on Friday 4th April.

ST. JOHN's M1ss10 BOOKLETS AND Box COLLECTION

St. John's Spring Missio Booklets now being distributed. Please see your Promoter or bring your box/monies to LICTY
church. With grateful thanks from Missio for your continued caring support and prayers. ‘ .

HOME BLESSINGS WITH DEACON THEO

Thanks to those who have already asked for their home to be blessed by Deacon Theo. If anyone else would
like to have their home blessed, please arrange a convenient time by getting in touch with Deacon Theo on
01282 422007 or email: theodore.sharrock@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

KSC Quiz NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS
Our next quiz night will be on Monday 31st March at 8pm in St Mary’s parish rooms.

Society for the Protection of the Unborn Child
There will be a retiring Collection next weekend for the work of the Society of the Unborm Child. (SPUC).

BURNLEY CATENIANS CURRY NIGHT
Parishioners are invited to join them at the Usha Restaurant for the curry night on Wednesday 21 May.18:30
for 19:00. Cost £14.95 for the Banqueting Menu.
Bookings to Phil Needham philipjohn1987@icloud.com 0753 599 8706

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!
Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will .continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 26th March was number 14. Congratulations to this
week’s winners:
St John’s ~ Marta St Mary’s ~ Patricia Christ the King ~ Andrew
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.




MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 31ST MARCH 2025 TO SUNDAY 6TH APRIL 2025
Please note the changes this week

Monday Lent Weekday
9.30am St. Mary’s EXPOSITION There will
R v Blessod Sacrament
9.30am Mass at St Mary'’s, 12.00 noon at St John'’s starting 30 minutes
Wednesday Lent Weekday before each weekday
9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John's Mass in church, Mon-
Thursday Lent Weekday day to Friday (Except
9.30am at St. Mary’s 10.00am St John's before Funerals)
Friday St. Isidore

6.30am Lenten Mass at St Mary’s

12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Exposition and Reconciliation
available from 11.30 to 11.55.

6.00pm Stations of the Cross at St Marys
Saturday St. Vincent Ferrer
9.30am Mass at St Mary’s  10.30am—11.30am Reconciliation and Exposition
Vigil Masses:
6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition
6.30pm St Mary's

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent
Christ the King: 9.15am and 5.00pm
St Mary'’s: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St John’s: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

Stay withv ws Lovd on owr journey.

Early Morning Friday Lenten Mass

There will be an extra Mass 4th April at 6.30am at St Mary’s and on all Fridays of Lent. It will be
followed by breakfast in the parish rooms afterwards for all present

CHRISM MASS
The beautiful Mass of the blessing of the oils will be held at St Patrick’s church, Collyhurst, Man-
chester on Wednesday 16th April. We need a couple of people who have not been before to repre-
sent our parish at this important event. Transport is provided.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three church-
es in the parish for weekend of 22nd/23rd March was £1183.36 for which many thanks.

FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES, OLD ENGLISH COINS AND NOTES, MEDALS AND GOLD

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back of
each church. The parish has received over £500 from what has already been raised.. Thank you.

BURNLEY BB11 2QJ] Burnley BB10 4AU Burnley BB10 1TB

- Clergy Team

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007

: Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra St John the Baptist

: Deacon Rev Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

: Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk

Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist

Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St
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