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Today we celebrate the Feast of 
the Epiphany of Our Lord. This 
is an unveiling of God to himself 
in the guise of the Magi. The 
Wise Men were committed to 
the journey - wherever the star 
might lead. These learned men 
set out to find a newborn King by follow-
ing a star and ended up in finding a baby 
born to young, relatively poor parents!  
In all our adventures with the Lord we 
need the grace of commitment.  

The Wise Men brought appropriate gifts: 
Gold was a gift that you brought to a 
king; Frankincense is something used in 
divine worship thus recognising the child 
was God; Myrrh was given because the 
child was mortal and this was a some-
thing used at death. Not only did the  
Magi bring appropriate gifts but they  
also gave their time, used their energy, 

money, resources, skills and    in-
telligence to get to see the Child. 
God wanted to reveal himself to 
these representatives of the 
wider world, non-Jews,     effec-
tively representing us.   

We know it is easy to have short-
term enthusiasm for something, but it is 
not easy to keep it up for in the long-
term, and especially for a life-time.  On 
this Feast of the Epiphany, perhaps one 
the most precious gifts we can give is our 
time. It represents us when we gener-
ously and humbly give our time to some-
one. Giving our time in prayer is essential 
of course, but also, we can give our time 
to those who cannot repay us. As we cel-
ebrate this important part of the Christ-
mas season, may we offer ourselves like 
the Magi to a life of generosity, commit-
ment and faith.  

THANK YOU! 

As a parish we offer our warm thanks to Fr David and Fr Job for their great spiritual leadership during     

Advent and the Christmas Season. We have been enriched by their hard work to bring us into the true spirit 

of Christmas with their celebrations throughout. We thank God for them, and hope for peace and happiness 

for them, their families and friends in 2024 and beyond. Thank you. 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2024 
We are now able to proceed with the Parish Sacramental Programme for the baptised RC children currently 
in Year 3 or above. The initial information meeting will be held at St Mary’s church at 6.30pm on 
Wednesday 17th January 2024. During this information meeting, we will outline your child’s Sacramen-
tal journey which will lead to the children being prepared to celebrate Reconciliation and First Holy Commun-
ion.. This meeting will also allow parents/carers to book their time slot for the next meeting which will be a 
“1 to 1” appointment for the child and their parents/carers with a priest and a catechist. The dates set aside 
for these early evening appointments are as follows: 

29th January – St Mary’s children    30th January – St John’s children 

6th and 8th February – Christ the King children 

Following these “1 to 1” appointments, parents will then receive full details of all further meetings and cele-
brations. If you have any questions please contact Fr David.  



 

Lately Dead: Teresa Moran, Mary Duckworth, 
Mary Knowles, Joan Green, Michael Gleeson, 
Bernard Mulrooney, Jerome Backhouse. Harold 
Wilkinson, Ivor Durkin, Joan Ramsden,  

Anniversaries: Peggy Guilfoyle, Anna and Leo 
Ward, Joan Crowne, Philip Crowne, Leanna Oli-
ver, Vera Fitzpatrick,  Robert Greenall, Mick Pick-
les, Patrick Terence O’Brien, Stephen Lawrenson,  
Myra  Walne, Chris Ternent, Bridget Hope, Mary 
Alice Pickles,  Tony Nash,  

In memoriam: Members of Ryan and Nelson 
families , members of Greenhall family, deceased 

members of the Fleming family, a recently de-
ceased relative,  

Other Intentions: Sr Maureen birthday,  Mrs 
Tressa Byrom, Mary Greenall Birthday, Patrick 
Ruane, Thankful for the safe delivery of a grand-
daughter,  

Christmas and New Year Intentions:      
Paul Spencer, Mary Fleming. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

MONDAY MORNING AT ST. MARY’S   

Tea and toast will be served in the parish rooms after 9.30am Mass on Mondays. This will 
be organised by the Legion of Mary who will commence their weekly meeting at 10.30am in 
the Newman Room.        All are welcome. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. 
The winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 3rd January was number 55 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Margaret, St Mary’s ~ Donna , Christ the King ~ Tim, 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST MEMORIAL CORNER 
Take a look at the two very interesting volumes of information regarding all those named on the war memori-
al at Saint John’s. They can be found in the memorial corner. They have been compiled by one of our parish-
ioners Linda. Her extensive work has involved studying a number of Internet sites, such as ancestry.com, the 
Commonwealth War Graves, British newspaper collection at findmypast and many more.       

We thank Linda for her, thoroughly detailed research 

EPIPHANY CAROLCONCERT  THIS SUNDAY! 

There will be a Concert of Carols at St Catherine’s church on Todmorden Road this weekend on 
Sunday evening 7th January starting at 6.00pm. No admission charge, as there will be a collection, 
the proceeds going to Pendleside Hospice. There will be refreshments available afterwards in the 
church. All are welcome. 

THANK YOU  

The family of the late Mary Dillon would like to thank Father Job and St. John's parishioners for 
all their prayers, support and kind expressions  of sympathy.  A Mass will be offered in thanksgiv-
ing for all your intentions.  

O God, by the leading of a star you manifest-

ed your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

Lead us, who know you now by faith, to 

your presence, where we may see your glory 

face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  

Epiphany Prayer 

 



 

“THE BIG PICTURE” ~ A DVD COURSE 

The Big Picture is the title of our new DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course consists 
of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month in St Mary’s parish rooms at 12.30pm 
(after the midday Mass).  Our next session will be held on Friday 12th January.  

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery targeted for those people 
who are having difficulties in the cost of 

living crisis. You pay a registration fee of £5 for the year, and 
can then shop weekly (or more often if need be) for £4 per 
visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about £20/£30 in any oth-
er supermarket. The two shops are 1) in the shopping centre 
square above New Look, and 2) Valley St near the cemetery. 
They’re open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop 
in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 

raised over £14,000 since they started. You are asked to 
continue to put food into the collection point in many super-
markets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site for financial 
donations at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St 
John’s will continue to accept money gifts, in an envelope 
clearly marked dropped into the presbytery letterbox.   

Thank you all! 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 8TH JANUARY TO SUNDAY 14TH JANUARY 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Baptism of the Lord  

   9.30am St Mary’s   NB: Only one Mass today 

Tuesday  Weekday  

   12.00 noon St John’s    NB: Only one Mass today 

Wednesday Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King   NB: Only one Mass today 

Thursday  Weekday 

10.00 St. John’s           NB: Only one Mass  today 

Friday              St Aelred of Rievaulx 

                        12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition between 
    11.30am and 1155am    NB: Only one Mass today 

Saturday   St Hilary   

   9.30am St. Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and  5.15pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

"Holiness doesn't mean doing extraordinary things, but doing ordinary things with love and faith." 
 ~ Pope Francis 

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 
Sacrament starting 
30 minutes before 

each weekday Mass, 
Monday to Friday 
(Except before    

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary’s Presbytery  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Job Zirra              St John’s Presbytery      via Fr David 

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com 
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
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