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In today's Gospel, we continue to hear There are lots of examples in real life

from Luke's Sermon on the where people have shown love
plain. In elaborating on his and forgiveness instead of ha-
teaching: "love one another” tred and revenge from those
Jesus extends the circle of who have harmed them or their
those who we should love to in- loved ones. The power of love
clude those we consider as enemies. s always greater than the power of
He gives very clear but challenging evil.

advice about how we should treat Nevertheless, showing love to some-
those who make life hard for us. one who hates us is one of the most

Instead of freating others as they difficult things we can do in life.
treat us, which is how we might natu-
rally feel inclined to respond, he gives
us “the Golden Rule” which tells us to
treat others as you want to be treat-
ed yourself. That would mean treating
others with respect, with dignity, with
love and kindness. The challenge is
that we are to do this even if people
continue to yell at us, sneer at us and
treat us with disrespect.

We all want to live peaceful lives, but
we know we are surrounded by sin,
temptation to sin and the human ten-
dency to act in anger. Jesus tells us
there is a different way of living,
the life of grace and the way of love.
May we always choose his way which
stops the cycle of anger and hatred
spiralling out of control.

GAMES ON THE LAWN AT ST. JOHN’'S

"Games on the Lawn" are Sunday March 2nd after the 10-45am mass at St Johns. It's a little light
exercise for the adults while the youngsters have a catch up over a brew in the Parish Hall!

PLANNING MEETING "FUN-D-RAISING" -
Thanks to those who came to the parish fundraising planning meeting on 18th Febru- ;-_",%Q
ary; some useful matters were raised and some events for the coming year were put
in place.

MASSES ON ASH WEDNESDAY

Wednesday 5th March marks the start of Lent. Masses with distribution of Ashes in the parish are
as follows;

9.30am Mass at St John’s church 10.30am Mass at Christ the King school
11.00am Mass at St Mary’s school 12.15pm Mass at St Mary’s church
7.00pm Mass at Christ the King church.




SALFORD DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2025
CALL FOR YOUNG HELPERS

Each year Salford Diocese takes hundreds of people on pilgrimage to Lourdes. Many
pilgrims are sick, elderly or disabled and so require additional care. A dedicated team
medical and care experts work alongside volunteers from across the diocese to sup-
port these pilgrims. Deacon Theo first volunteered in Lourdes as a 16-year-old, and it
was an important moment on his path towards ordination.

We would like to invite any young adults to consider travelling to Lourdes with us as volunteers.
Volunteers must be 16 or over and we propose to join a volunteer group within the diocese which
will provide the group leaders responsible for those under 18. The special young adult price of the
pilgrimage for those travelling overland by coach is £669 which includes all travel, accommodation,
and meals. Volunteers will also need to purchase volunteer shirts to wear while on shift. Travel by
coach will leave on 30th July and return 7th August.

The Catenian Association has a bursary of £100 available for any qualifying Catholic volunteer age
16-24. The Knights of St Columba provided money last year to support young diocesan pilgrims
and that money is still available. Other fundraising may be possible to further reduce the cost.
As a starting point could those interested in joining a young adults (16-35) volunteer group contact
Deacon Theo at theo.sharrock@dioceseofsalford.org.uk or on 01282422007 to register interest and
we will progress from there. We encourage all young people aged 16 or over to consider this life-
changing opportunity.

Please register interest with Deacon Theo by this Sunday 23rd February

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is now to be celebrated by each Deanery throughout the Diocese of Salford. Bishop '\
John will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John Vianney Deanery at St. Mary’s

church, Burnley on Tuesday 1st July. Young people living in the parish, who are in school )
year 8 or older and who have been through the parish Sacramental Programme are now eligible

to be prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are interested please contact

Fr David by 31st March, who will give you a letter providing details of the programme of catechesis and a
Parental Consent/Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacrament through Blessed Trinity
Catholic College.

MASS AND SERVICE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

LENTEN STATION

As part of the Deanery Lenten Station Mass
programme, Bishop John will celebrate Mass
at St Mary’s church on Thursday 27th March

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BURNLEY SERVICE

A There will be a Churches together in Burnley
' Service at St Mary’s on Pentecost Sunday at
6.30pm.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

These will be celebrated in a different church in the parish each week of Lent. The first of these will be at
Christ the King church at 6.00pm on Friday 7th March. All are welcome.

PoPE FRANCIS' PRAYER INTENTION MARCH 2025

For families in crisis.

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for their wounds through for- o
giveness, rediscovering each other's gifts, even in their differences.

Hope is on the other hand a gift and a task for every Christian. It is a gift because it is God
who offers it to us. Hoping, in fact, is not a mere act of optimism, like when we sometimes "7 s
hope for good weather. No, hoping is waiting for something that has already been given to us; salvation
in God's eternal and infinite love. To hope is to savour the wonder of being loved by God. Hope is also a
task that Christians have a duty to cultivate and put good use for the sake of all.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2025
Following the Information meeting which took place on Thursday 16th January, the families of the children
eligible to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion are now having their “One to one
appointments” with the catechists and priests of the parish. If you have any questions please contact Fr David.




Peter Jackson,

MASS INTENTIONS Birthday Memoriam: Peter Reynolds.
Birthday Intentions: Ann Gaughan.

Other intentions; Walshe, Lalor and Cosgrove

Lately Dead: Seamus McGahon, Y I .
John Whittaker, Margaret Pauline Stevens, Flora 1;]?21 ilrlmlgf(cg ofr? n:slypgli;\re: epck e';:: Gavin Landers on

Looijmans-Clemesha, Mary-Agnes Boyce, Barty . .
Fleming, Michella Sharples, Anne Trickett, Tov_vneley Chapel Candle: Intentions of the
Legion of Mary,

Anniversaries: Irene Moore, Mary Kerin, Stella
Mayor, Norah Simms, Catherine Mary Hoyle,

WHO WANTS TO PLAY SHOPKEEPERS!?

The Home Produce Stall at St Mary’s after 10.00 Mass needs help please! Could you help run the stall selling
the home-made food once in every few weeks? We have the ‘bakers and makers’ so you would only need to
serve the customers which is a great chatty occasion, and help set up before Mass. It would be once every 4
5 weeks, or so. If you can add to the home made goods for sale, that would be a bonus—but not necessary.
Call Christine on 01282 435 098 to find out more. Thank you.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION AND REFLECTION SESSIONS AT SAINT MARY'S
The Sessions will be in St Mary’s Parish Rooms, and will consist of four sessions taking place on Fridays on-
the following dates: 7th and 21st March; 4th and 25th April. Each session commences at 12:40pm and will
last approximately 1 hour, all are free of charge and can be attended as a block or on an individual basis. No
booking is required, and everyone is welcome. Please feel free to bring a packed lunch along as there will
be a short break for refreshments at the start of each session in the Main Parish Hall followed by Meditation
and Reflection in the Newman Room.
I hope you can join us for this timely opportunity which will span Lent and Easter.

HOME BLESSINGS WITH DEACON THEO
Thanks to those who have already asked for their home to be blessed by Deacon Theo. If anyone else
would like to have their home blessed, please arrange a convenient time by getting in touch with Deacon
Theo on 01282 422007 or email: theo.sharrock@dioceseofsalford.org.uk.

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL—MESSAGE OF THANKS

Thank you to everyone who have helped and continue to help collect all the bottle tops. In total so far
11| this school year we have recyded 28.04kg of plastic bottle tops (that is about 7000 bottie tops) which
would have otherwise gone to landfill. We are grateful for the parish’s continued support with this project

as part of our school's commitment to Laudate Si.

THE GOoOD SAMARITAN WHATTSAPP GROUP "
Continues to go strong with many varied items shared and is an extra layer of communication g
across the Parish. Recent items include prayer intentions and a link to a petition to keep the “‘i

hospital shuttle bus. If you'd like to connect please contact Margaret P 07751 025178. And we ask
our Whatsappers to share with any none-Whatsappers in a more traditional manner - over a cup of tea!!

CAFOD NEWS—7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Lent Family Fast Day - Family Fast Day is on Friday 14 March. The CAFOD group volunteers from our par-
ish will give a talk and make an appeal on the weekend of 8 and 9 March. We are asked
CAFOD on Family Fast Day to eat simply in solidarity with our sisters and brothers, to pray for
Juskonewoeld | those in need and for the work of CAFOD and to give what we can. Please join with the
CAFOD community this Family Fast Day.
Need for Prayers - Also please remember the people of Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo and Ukraine
in your prayers who are suffering greatly due to war. For more on these emergencies visit: https://cafod.org.uk/news

OLD ENGLISH AND FOREIGN CURRENCIES, PENNIES, MEDALS AND GOLD

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back of each
church. The parish has received over £500 from what has already been raised.. Thank you.

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will .continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 19th February was number 8. Congratulations to this
week’s winners: St John’s ~ Ray St Mary’s ~ Geraldine Christ the King ~ Rollover

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.
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MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2025 TO SUNDAY 2ND MARCH 2025
Please note the changes this week

Monday Weekday Exposition
9.30am St. Mary’s There will be Ex-

Tuesday Weekday position of the
9.30am St Mary's 12.00 noon St. John's Blessed Sacra-

Wednesday Weekday ment starting 30

minutes before

. hrist the Ki 7. hn’
9.30am Christ the King 00pm St John's each weekday

Thursday St Gregory of Nf'irek , Mass, Monday to
9.30am St Mary’s 10.00am St John's Friday (Except

Friday Weekday before Funerals)
10.30am Funeral Mass at St. Marys for John Whittaker

Saturday St. David
No Mass or Reconciliation/Exposition this morning because of the major
Synod gathering.

Vigil Masses:

6.00pm St John'’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition
6.30pm St Mary’s

Sunday Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christ the King: 9.15am and 5.00pm
St Mary’s: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St John's: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

Stay with us Lovrd on owr journey.

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

e If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion
in their home, please ask their permission, then please contact Fr David to arrange things.

KSC Quiz NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS
Our next quiz night will be on Monday 24th February at 8pm in St Mary’s parish rooms and 4
will be led by Fr David. =

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three church-
es in the parish for weekend of 15th / 16th February was £1734.86, for which many thanks.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER: -
You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and ""
inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The %,

Good Samaritan Parish. Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640 Thank you.
Clergy Team

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra St John the Baptist

Deacon Rev Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist
Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St
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