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In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear the sermon of 
Jesus on the plain, which is powerful and challenging. 
This Lord gives us a new commandment to love every-
one which even includes your enemies, which means 
those who hate you, and who make your life 
miserable. 

Challenging as Jesus is, there is a lot of sense in what he is saying. There’s a 
great benefit for everyone if we heed his advice. He is saying that in granting 
love and mercy, not vengeance to those who are out to get us, then we are bene-
fiting ourselves even more than those to whom we are showing love. In showing 
goodness and love rather than hatred in return we are breaking the cycle of ha-
tred, rather than perpetuating it. 

He goes on to add that we should treat others as you would want to be treated 
yourself. This is known as the Golden Rule because it should get us to think 
about how we would like to be treated ourselves. I am sure we would want oth-
ers to treat us fairly, to show us respect, to accept that we have gifts and 
strengths  at  the  same time as weaknesses and 
vulnerabilities.  

In this coming week may we look for opportunities 
to be like Jesus by being kind and  compassionate  
to  everyone,  even  to  those  who  make  life  dif-
ficult and unpleasant for us.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE WEEKEND’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

COVID UPDATE 

In accordance with Advice from the Bishops of England and Wales we have very recently introduced 
some relaxations to Covid regulations in the parish: 

~  We continue to request that adults continue to wear face coverings and sanitize their      
 hands before entering church.   

~  Hymn books and communal singing has been reintroduced. 

~   Holy Communion can again be received in the hand or in the mouth. 

~  Holy Water stoups have been refilled 

~  Our stewards will continue to welcome us and cleanse the church. 

~  The Distribution of Holy Communion will revert to how it was pre-Pandemic (i.e. processing, 
 starting from the front rows and unsupervised by the stewards)  

~  Please say Amen when receiving Holy Communion. 

Please continue to take care, as the virus, though it seems to be less virulent, is still prevalent. 

Are you are   an-

gry with some-

one? Pray for 

that person.   

That is what  

Christian  love is. 

If you want to 

make peace you 

don’t talk to your 

friends. You talk to 

your enemies 



 

Lately Dead: Michael Horrocks, Rose Duffield, 
Winifred Aunger, John Burrow, Denis Noel 
Leahy , William Moseley, Bernard McConnachie,  
Anniversaries: Kevin O'Brien, Julia Hardy, Ber-
nard Thomas Carney, Asmat Pervez, George and 
Eileen Fletcher, Irene Moore, James McKune,  
Frank Donovan, James Francis Carter, Kevin 
O’Brien,  

Other intentions: Donor’s intentions, in thanks-
giving for positive hospital results, in honour of 
Our Lady of Lourdes for favours received, Terry 
and Mary MacMahon, in thanksgiving for 60 years 
of marriage, for peace, Bill Devling, for full recov-
ery from cancer. 
Birthday Memoriam: Peter Reynolds 

MASS INTENTIONS 

THANK YOU. 
Sid and all the Aunger family wish to express their sincere gratitude for all the kind 
sympathy and Mass cards remembering our dearly departed Mum, Winnie. All the 
prayers and kind words have been a great help to us all. We also wish to thank the 
Bereavement Team at St John’s and the ladies who arranged the beautiful flowers. 
The family also want to thank Fr David and Fr Damien for their loving ministry to 
Mum. A Mass will be offered up for all your intentions.  

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for 
February  

Religious Sisters And Consecrated 
Women 

We pray for religious sisters and 
consecrated women; thanking 

them for their mission and their 
courage; may they continue to 

find new responses to the chal-
lenges of our times.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY 
STANDING ORDER  

Our individual church bank accounts were closed at the end of November, Please, could 
those who contribute to St Mary’s, Christ the King and  St John’s by Standing Order, 
kindly contact your bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as fol-
lows:  Name:   The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. 

UPDATE ON ST MARY’S CHURCH—A PROGRAMME FOR THE WORK 

At last we have some good news regarding the work on St Mary’s church roof. I 
We are sorry that we have not had any news to share until now but thank you for 
your patience and understanding. In conjunction with the Historic Churches Socie-
ty, the Diocese have now approved all the plans made by our architect and ap-
pointed a contractor called  Maysands Ltd to carry out the essential repairs on the 
exterior and interior of St Mary’s church roof. The contractors  will start work on 
the roof on Monday 7th March 2022. The work will require a lead time of 8 weeks so they will com-
plete the required works on Friday 22nd April. As promised , we will continue to keep you posted . 

Stay with us Lord  
on our  
journey Towneley Park 

this week! 

A Prayer to Love my Enemies 
Heavenly Father. Help me to be strong 

when others attach or upset me. Instead of 
responding in anger, remind me to pray for  
for your peace and blessing over them, and 
over me. Keep me close to you, Lord, and 
help me to say only kind words and to pray 
for your blessing over everyone—even those 
who speak unkindly of me. Help me never to 
repay evil with evil, but to always turn to 
you and all your great goodness and to do 

good at all times.   



 

CAFOD NEWS  

Happy New Year – A rather belated happy New Year from the CAFOD group 
and many thanks for your continued support over Christmas and into the start of 
this year. 

Stand with Human Rights Defenders – CAFOD’s latest campaign is urging 
the UK government to introduce a new Business, Human Rights and Environ-
ment Act to hold business to account when it fails to prevent human rights abus-
es and environmental harm. If we are to tackle the climate crisis and global poverty around the 
world, we must address the destruction linked to UK companies. Please get involved by emailing 
your local MP. There is a pre-written email you can use, just follow the link: 

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Human-rights 

Afghanistan Crisis Appeal – CAFOD has raised over £1 million for the crisis in Afghanistan. Many 
thanks for those who have donated to this appeal. The current situation is still dire, over half the 
country’s population – around 22.8 million people – are facing acute hunger this winter. If you are 
able, please consider donating to the appeal: 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Afghanistan-crisis 

Our Parish Prayer 

Heavenly Father, as your Son became the Good Samaritan to help us through our 
fallen times, we pray that with your help and guidance our parish family will 
grow and flourish. Help us to see the world through your eyes, and to stay on the 
right path to help those who are in need. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  

FOODBANK—GIVING IN CASH OR IN KIND! 

A range of things will lead to more pressure on people’s personal finances, and sadly 
the need for the Foodbank is likely to grow, so the appeal has to continue. There are 
lots of places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-perishables please unless 
it’s oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do 
Barclays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in the town centre. Why not choose a few 

extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you can afford, and help families in great need. 

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving  by 
making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving 
webpage has passed the £11.500 marker!! Well done young’uns!! You can donate cash at St 
John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £125.00 being donated dur-
ing December.    Thank you all for your great and continuing generosity. 

 

Conquer the heart of 

your enemy with truth 

and love, not by vio-

lence. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Now, there is a final rea-

son that Jesus says ‘Love 

your enemies’. It is this: 

that love has within it a 

redemptive power. And 

there is a power that 

eventually transforms 

individuals.             

Martin Luther King 

S.V.P.—CHANGE OF NAME 

St John’s SVP Conference have taken the decision to change their name to one 
which we feel is now more appropriate for the parish. It may be the end of an era 
for St John’s but the start of new beginnings for the parish. We already have several 
prospective new members from the other two churches so we felt the time was right 
to move forward. National Office in London have approved our new name so we are 
now officially The Good Samaritan Conference Burnley. 



 

Ash Wednesday 
Lent begins this year on 2nd March, Masses with the distribution of ashes will be as follows:  

9.30am Mass at St John’s 
10.30am Mass at Christ the King 

7pm Mass at St John’s.  

It is only through God’s love that true generosity is possible, and then it is inevitable 

SINGING GROUPS AT SUNDAY MASSES AT ST JOHN’S 

Enjoy singing? Read on! No auditions, you don’t need to read music, and all levels of 
talent welcome! 

11.00am Mass The ‘11.00 o'clock Sunday Singers’  You are welcome to gather in the benches 
at the back of church to singalong with the organ melodies and the recorded music!  

9.30am Mass: The St Mary’s Music Group will continue to sing at the 9.30am Mass They too will 
welcome new singers, especially if you can come to their practices 6.00  - 7.00pm on Thursdays. 
Please call 07930 508 209 if you want more information. 

 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK 21ST FEBRUARY 2022  

Our schedule returns to normal. Please check the website for any late changes. 

Monday     St Peter Damian  

     9.30am St John’s    7.00pm Christ the King  

Tuesday     The Chair of St Peter 

   9.30 Christ the King   12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday  St Polycarp 

   9.30am Christ the King  7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  Weekday 

   9.30am Christ the King  10.00am St John’s 

Friday        Weekday 

   9.30am St John’s   10.00am Christ the King  

Saturday  Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King    

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s   6.30pm Christ the King  

Sunday   Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm      

 St John’s:   9.30am* and  11.00am (9.30am* Mass will be live-streamed)   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AND EXPOSITION 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays as follows:  

10.30—11.30am at Christ the King  (with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

5.15pm—5.55pm at St John’s (without Exposition) 

There will 
be      Ex-
position of 
the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 
30 minutes before 

each  weekday 
Mass. 

CHURCH STEWARDS: Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church during the 
pandemic. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant:  Fr Damien Louden   St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com 
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
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