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FR DAVID’S REFLECTION ON THE WEEKEND’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

Happy the man who has  Tn today’s Gospel, Jesus states that true happiness
pahldged his frust ','_‘ome does not come from having everything that we want.

% | True happiness he tells us comes from trusting God
and allowing his love to complete us. He tells us that
= when we truly know that we are loved by God, this will
spill over into every aspect of our lives. So, even if we
don’t have very much, it doesn’t matter, if we are will-

ing to share this with each other. We know that if we give we will receive back in
plenty. By sharing God’s love with others we will make others happy in turn and
our own happiness will increase even more. Material possessions do not last forev-
er, but God'’s love for us is eternal and that’s far more precious and valuable than
anything else. If we open our lives and our hearts to God’s love then we will expe-
rience the love that Jesus speaks of.
The disciples of Jesus had left everything and followed Him. It was a fairly hard
life, with no luxuries, living very simply, often sleeping out. As the Son of Man had
no place to lay down His head, so will the disciples live in the same way. Those
who make themselves poor for Christ’s sake would be enriched by Him later. There
would be times when they did not know where their next meal was coming from.
But in the world to come they would be neither be hungry nor thirsty. Our Lord
was very up front with His followers. He does not promise an easy life, but said
quite clearly that they would be despised for being His followers.
May we reflect on what we really put our trust in and
where we pin our hopes. If it is not centred on things eter- Il | opd, help us to
?r?l, I(t_hen it is perhaps a good time to change our way of
inking.
May thg Lord continue to call people to serve in the generosity, to love
Church and to respond to the Gospel that is proclaimed to without limits.
us. May we play our part in praying for and encouraging Pope Francis
vocations within the Church.

live the virtue of

UPDATE ON ST MARY'S CHURCH—A PROGRAMME FOR THE WORK

At last we have some good news regarding the work on St Mary’s church roof. We
are sorry that we have not had any news to share until now but thank you for your
patience and understanding. In conjunction with the Historic Churches Society, the
Diocese have now approved all the plans made by our architect and appointed a

contractor called Maysands Ltd to carry out the essential repairs on the exterior

and interior of St Mary’s church roof. The contractors will start work on the roof on
Monday 7th March 2022. The work will require a lead time of 8 weeks so they will complete the re-
quired works on Friday 22nd April. As promised we will continue to keep you posted with progress.




Other intentions: Terry and Shirley Quinn, in
thanksgiving for 60 years of marriage, Thanksgiv-
MASS INTENTIONS ing Mass for a special intention for a family, Do-
nor’s intentions, Tressa Byrom, In thanksgiving
for positive hospital results.

Birthday Memoriam: Patricia D'Silva,

Lately Dead: Michael Horrocks, Rose Duffield,
Mary Burgess, Mary Whickham, Winifred Aunger,
Anthony Guiseppe Galea,

Anniversaries: Frank Donovan, Asmat Pervez,
James Francis Carter

Covib UPDATE

In accordance with advice from the Bishops of England and Wales we have very recently introduced
some relaxations to Covid regulations in the parish:

~  We continue to request that adults wear face coverings and sanitize their hands before
entering church.

~  Hymn books and communal singing has been reintroduced.

~  Holy Communion can again be received in the hand or in the mouth.
~  Holy Water stoups have been refilled

~  QOur stewards will continue to welcome us and cleanse the church.

~  The Distribution of Holy Communion will revert to how it was pre-Pandemic (i.e. processing,
starting from the front rows and unsupervised by the stewards)

~  Please say Amen as you receive Holy Communion.
Please continue to take care, as the virus, though it seems to be less virulent, is still prevalent.

It is only through God’s love that true generosity is possible, and then it is inevitable

S.V.P.—CHANGE OF NAME

St John’s SVP Conference have taken the decision to change their name to one
which we feel is now more appropriate for the parish. It may be the end of an era ﬁ@
for St John’s but the start of new beginnings for the parish. We already have several

prospective new members from the other two churches so we felt the time was right FEEEEE—-
to move forward. National Office in London have approved our new name so we are
now officially The Good Samaritan Conference Burnley.

B Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for February
SWL i 1 Religious Sisters And Consecrated Women T—
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking .g#f&s
\ Vs e them for their mission and their courage; may they continue to |7 %™
Tt‘;'s:,;',’{‘ Jowrney find new responses to the challenges of our times. ®

FOODBANK—GIVING IN CASH OR IN KIND!

A range of things will lead to more pressure on people’s personal finances, and sadly
the need for the Foodbank is likely to grow, so the appeal has to continue. There are
lots of places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-perishables please unless
it's oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do
Barclays, Lloyds, and Nationwide banks in the town centre. Why not choose a few
extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you can afford, and help families in great need.

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving by
making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving
webpage has passed the £10,000 marker!! Well done young'uns!! You can donate cash at St
John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £125.00 being donated dur-
ing December. Thank you all for your great and continuing generosity.




PuBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK 14TH FEBRUARY 2022
Our schedule returns to normal. Please check the website for any late enforced changes.
Monday Ss Cyril and Methodlius
9.30am St John's
1.00pm Funeral Mass for Rose Duffield at Christ the King.

Tuesday Weekday
9.30 Christ the King (No other Mass—Deanery Conference)
Wednesday Weekday
9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John's _
Thursday Seven Founders of the Servite Order g There wil
9.30am Christ the King 10.00am St John’s 'ﬁé be Ex-f
Friday Weekday e tﬁcésg;ggsgd
9.30am St John's 10.00am Christ the King Sacrament starting
Saturday Weekaay 30 minutes before
9.30am Christ the King each Weekday
Vigil Masses: 6.00pm St John’s  6.30pm Christ Mass.
the King
Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King
9.30am (This Mass will be live-streamed) and 11.00am St John’s

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AND EXPOSITION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays as follows:
10.30—11.30am at Christ the King (with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
5.15pm—5.55pm at St John’s (No Exposition)

S

CHURCH STEWARDS: Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church during the =z
pandemic. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER
Our individual church bank accounts were closed at the end of November, Please, could «®Peo_
those who contribute to St Mary’s, Christ the King and St John’s by Standing Order, et
kindly contact your bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as fol- & <«
lows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. e

Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640 Thank you.

SINGING GROUPS AT SUNDAY MASSES AT ST JOHN’'S

Enjoy singing? Read on! No auditions, you don't need to read music, and all levels of #4775 sme
talent welcome! @,:;;% e O
11.00am Mass The '11.00 o'dlock Sunday Singers’From this Sunday you are welcome to %ep Dipelis

gather in the benches at the back of church to singalong with the organ melodies and the recorded music!

9.30am Mass: The St Mary’s Music Group will continue to sing at this Mass They too will welcome
new singers, espedally if you can come to their practices 6.00 - 7.00pm on Thursdays. Please call 07930 508 209
if you want more information.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistant: Fr Damien Louden St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk  website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
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