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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

5TH MAY 2024   YEAR B 

Christ invites us into a loving 
relationship with him, but 
friendship with Christ is not 
easy, he is a challenging and 
demanding friend. In today’s 
Gospel, the night before he 
dies Jesus calls his disciples “friends”, 
for whom he is prepared to lay down his 
life.  Friendship with him involves opening 
our hearts to the needs of others, taking 
a risk and specially making friends with 
the poor and the vulnerable. This calls us 
to be patient and overlook the faults of 
others and occasions when other people 
take advantage of us. It also means 
transforming such occasions instead into 
opportunities to grow and become a bet-
ter person.                                        
These are the kinds of attitudes and the 

ways of treating people that 
the life of friendship with 
Jesus involves. In fact com-
mitment to our Christian 
faith means that we have to 
take a critical attitude to-

wards the way that love is usually por-
trayed and understood in secular culture. 
When we're open to God's influence, love 
becomes the main principle that gradual-
ly shapes our whole character and af-
fects the way we treat everyone we en-
counter.   

Christ lays down his life for us, by dying 
for us on the Cross. We are his friends 
and he asks us to show this friendship 
with him by showing love; we remember 
love is costly and risky, and so is disciple-
ship.   

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

DIOCESAN SYNOD UPDATE 

Those who are members of the Diocesan Synod will be having their first proper Gathering on Satur-

day 18th May 2024. At the event, the Parish and Deanery  Synod representatives will be given de-

tailed feedback on the emerging themes from the recent Big Listen events . They will then agree 

what the next steps are to be. We will continue to keep you informed. During this time let us con-

tinue to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod and especially our own Synod delegates.  

You are 
my 
friends! 
Remain in 
my Love. 

THIS SUNDAY—CELEBRATION MASS—ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION—CANON TONY MCBRIDE 

Canon McBride is celebrating his Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the sacred priesthood with a 
special Mass this Sunday 5th May at 3pm at St Mary’s, where he was ordained on this very 
day in 1974.This Mass will be followed by tea/coffee and cake in the parish rooms afterwards.  
Thanks to all parishioners those who have kindly offered to bring home made cakes for the re-
freshments afterwards please bring them to the parish rooms between 2pm and 2.30pm.  

Let’s make this a joyful celebration for Canon McBride and thanksgiving for Priesthood 

This weekend we welcoming the Mission 

Possible Team backto update us on 

their work, teaching in Kenya. They 

will be selling handmade produce made in Ken-

ya. They are also hoping to gain sponsors to pay for 

a child’s education for a full year (£200 per child). There 

will be a retiring collection to support a team of 14        

teachers going to Kenya, at half-term, 

to share their expertise with the those 

working in the most challenging of cir-

cumstances. The team will also welcome any dona-

tions of woolly hats, pens, pencils, felt tip pens, new 

underwear (any size) to take with them. We pray that 

their 5th trip will be as successful as previous trips 

COLLECTION THIS  WEEKEND 

 



 

“THE BIG PICTURE” 

The Big Picture is the title of our DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course consists of 
12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month. This will be held in St Mary’s parish 
Rooms at 12.30pm. The next meeting will be on Friday 10th May. 

PARISH IN COUNCIL MEETING  THIS THURSDAY 9TH MAY 

This meeting to be chaired by Fr David, will be held in the parish Rooms at St Mary’s at 7pm on Thursday 9th 
May. This will comprise a review of the past year; a summary  presentation of last years parish accounts and 
sharing a few ideas for the coming year. All parishioners are welcome.  

READER ROTA ST MARY’S 10.00AM MASS 

The new rota started on 28th April. There are copies of the Rota available in the Sacristy at St Mary’s for 
those who have not received them via email. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

The young people who have applied, are currently receiving their preparation sessions, so please keep them, 
their families as well as their catechists in your prayers.  

CAFOD NEWS – 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER – 5TH MAY 2024 

Parish Donation to Sudan Crisis Appeal – CAFOD launched an emergency appeal for the cur-
rent crisis in Sudan on 24th April, as the country entered its second year of war. In response 
to the urgent appeal our parish has donated a very generous £500, and this was sent to 
CAFOD just a few days ago. The parish CAFOD group wish to express our sincere thanks for 

this donation. CAFOD’s local partners in Sudan are some of the few aid agencies still operating in the country 
during the devastating conflict. These funds will be quickly put to life-saving use, providing starving and trau-
matised families with food, water and hygiene kits. The UNHCR estimates that almost 25 million people – 
around half of Sudan’s population – are in urgent need of help. To find out more how CAFOD is helping use 
the following link:  https://cafod.org.uk/news/emergencies-news/sudan-crisis 

DEANERY STRUNG SUNG SUPPER   

We have a limited number of tickets available for our parish for this Deanery event to be held on 
Friday evening 31st May at St Peters church hall, Newchurch in Rossendale. It will feature 
Fr David and a live band, and song sheets for all present. The tickets are £7.50 and includes            
supper.  There will be also be a cash-only licensed bar. To order a ticket please contact Fr David.  

CURRY NIGHT 

Burnley Catenians are holding their Annual Curry Night at the Usha Restaurant on Rossendale Road, Burnley 
at 7.00pm on Wednesday 22nd May and all Parishioners are welcome to join us. The cost is £14.95 per 
person. Names to Mick Armfield  on 07591249211 or e-mail marmfield@hotmail.co.uk before the 15th May.  

MISSIO BOXES COLLECTSION AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 ST JOHN’S: In 2023,the Good Samaritan Parish (St. John's community) raised the magnificent 
sum of £1,325.70 through our Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries. 
Thank you! Our missionary community here at the Good Samaritan Parish  is part of a worldwide 
network of people supporting missionaries overseas through prayer and financial assistance. The 
spring edition of Missio has recently been distributed. Please bring your donations/boxes to St John’s church 
or ring 433832 to be collected/renewed. Thank you.  

KSC QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS—THIS MONDAY 

Our next quiz will be at 8pm on Monday 6th May and be led by Fr David. There will be an entrance fee 
of £2 per person which includes free coffee/ tea and biscuits. Glasses will be provided for those who 
want to bring their own beer or wine. All are welcome. 

PARISH PENTECOST VIGIL  

In order to prepare for the great feast of Pentecost and to mark the end of the season of 
Easter, we are organising a Pentecost Vigil on Saturday 18th May, the eve of Pentecost. It will 
also be a good opportunity to pray for the work of the Diocesan Synod who have their first 
Gathering  that same day. The event will start at 3pm and conclude with the 6pm Vigil Mass 
at St John’s church followed by refreshments in the parish rooms. The event will also include 
Prayer, Workshops, Exposition, Reconciliation, Evening Prayer and Praise. Further details of the event will be 
published next week. All are welcome.  



 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Lately Dead: Margaret Pickup, Fr Billy Molloy, 
Don Blake, Peter Robinson, Joe Melvin, Grace 
Nyabongoye 

Anniversaries: Francis Carter, Ella Heap, Chris-
tine Gregory, Richard Wilson, Imelda (Nee 

McNamara) Hinz, Ken Gorton,  

Other Intentions: John Tricket, Helen Conway, 
Sr Sarah’s ints,  

Birthday memorial: Kathleen Kinsella,  Rita 
Lyons. 

 

 

PARISH BONUS BALL—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 17th April was number 36 Yes, same as last week! 

Congratulations to this week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Rollover  St Mary’s ~ Dave  Christ the King ~ Anne 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

GIFT AID AND NON-GIFT AID ENVELOPES 

We apologise for delay in getting these out this year. They are available to collect at  each of the churches 
after the Masses . Thanks for your patience and understanding about this. 

RIGHT TO LIFE SPONSORED WALK 2024 

The local Knights of St Columba and Catenians are organising the Walk once more this year, in 
conjunction with Right to Life. It will be on Bank Holiday Monday 27th May leaving St Mary’s car 
park at 1.00pm. It covers 10k, (6.25 miles) with refreshments provided afterwards. It has been a 
relaxed, fun event so pop the date in your diary. More details nearer the time. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER: You can make your contributions to the parish online by 
Standing Order; Please contact your bank and inform them that  payment should now be made as follows: 
Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 
50404640            Thank you. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three churches 
in  the parish  for weekend of 27/28 April was £1196.59, for which many thanks. 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHARITY COLLECTION 

Did you know that charities can benefit from selling used stamps by weight?  It’s about £20 per kilo.  It’s a 
challenge for an individual, but if we all collected them we could raise the money much more quickly. If you 
would like to help then please leave your stamps at the back of Christ the King Church. Please cut the stamp 
off the envelope. When cutting, leave approximately 1cm of envelope bordering each stamp. The organiser 
plans to ’sell’ to different charities—including though not limited to: Age UK, RNIB, Against Breast Cancer, 
Parkinson’s UK, Kidney Care UK. 

HOUSEBOUND MASS—SATURDAY 11TH MAY 2024.  

The SVP will be holding a Housebound Mass on Saturday May 11th at 12 noon in St John’s parish hall with 
Fr David as celebrant. This will be followed by a light lunch. As previously, this is an open invitation across 
the parish for anyone who would love to attend but especially the housebound and people with mobility is-
sues. We hire black cabs for wheelchair users and use our own cars for transport should they be required. 
Please contact Maria on 07929256406 should you have any questions or require  transport  

Small things done with great love will change the world. St Teresa of Kolkata 

BRASS BAND CONCERT AT ST MARY’S — SUNDAY 12TH MAY AT AT 2.00PM—FREE ADMISSION! 

The concert features the BMP Goodshaw Brass Band, which wowed us all when they last performed for us, 
and features St Mary’s organist, Francis on trombone. Their music programme is mixed, with 
something for all tastes, from: 

marches to musicals, sacred to swing  Beatles to Bach  and more! Fun for the ears! 

Entry is free, and there will be a collection and raffle. There will be drinks and cakes available. 
So time for a chat as well as a good afternoon’s entertainment. Come and Enjoy! 



 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery store targeted for those 
people who are having difficulties in the cost 
of living crisis. You pay a registration fee of 

£5 for the year, and can then shop weekly (or more often if 
need be) for £4 per visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about 
£20/£30 in any other supermarket. The two shops are 1) in 
the shopping centre square above New Look, and 2) Valley 
St near the cemetery. They’re open Monday to Friday 
9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are 

asked to continue to put food into the collection point in 
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site 
for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept 
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the 
presbytery letterbox.   

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: 6TH MAY TO SUNDAY 12TH MAY 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s  NB: Only one Mass today. 

Tuesday  Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St John’s,  

   1.00 pm Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for Joseph Melvin RIP  

Wednesday Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s,  

   10.15am Funeral Mass at Christ the King for Margaret Pickup RIP  

   7.00pm St John’s 

Friday  St John of Avila  

   12.00noon St Mary’s preceded from 11.30 to 11.55. by Reconciliation and  Exposition   

Saturday   Easter Weekday 

   9.30am St. Mary’s followed 10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation. 
   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

               Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

   Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

(*A recording of the Mass will be available later from Sunday afternoon) 

Exposition  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes before each 
weekday Mass, Monday to Friday (Except before Funerals and on the Holyday)  

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Thursday  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD  Holyday of Obligation  

    9.30am Mass at St John’s   12 Noon Mass at St Mary’s 

   6pm Mass at Christ the King 


