
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

12TH JANUARY 2025  YEAR C 

2025 JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 

Today we mark the feast 
of the Baptism of The 
Lord and  we hear of one 
of the key moments in 
the life of Jesus.        
Obviously during the hid-
den years in Nazareth with Mary and 
Joseph, he worked out who he was 
and what he had to do with his life. 
He had heard what John was doing 
with his preaching and preparing 
people to repent of their sins and to 
baptise them in the Jordan. So he 
took his place in the queue and wait-
ed for John to baptise him and from 
this moment the direction of his life 
would change. This would mark the 
start of his public life . 

As he emerged from the waters,     
wonderous signs were witnessed by 
those present at the river that day. 
We hear the  voice of the Father: 
“You are My Beloved Son: with you I 
am well pleased.”. This would have 

been very  affirming for 
Jesus for who he was and 
what he is called to. It 
would also be amazing for 
the onlookers. We are al-
so told the Spirit like a 

dove descended upon Jesus.  We are 
told he was led by the Spirit after 
his baptism to go into the wilderness 
to fast and pray in preparation for 
his ministry of preaching, teaching 
and healing.  

As we recall today the day of our 
own baptism let us remind ourselves 
of the promise of eternal life made 
to us today if we keep the flame of 
faith alive in our hearts, as was said 
that day about us. Let us ask our-
selves how strong that flame of 
faith is burning in our lives. Also we 
question if we are still being true to 
the direction in life in which we were 
pointed on the day of our baptism.  

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

DEACON THEO 
If anyone would like to invite Deacon Theo to carry out a blessing of their home please arrange a 

convenient time by getting in touch with him on 01282 422007 or by emailing him on 
theo.sharrock@dioceseofsalford.org.uk    

PARISH MASS OF THANKSGIVING—LAST WEEKEND TO PUT YOUR NAME DOWN! 

This year’s parish Mass of thanksgiving for all those who have a role or a ministry in the parish will 
be celebrated at 12 Noon at St Mary’s on Saturday 18th January followed by a pie and peas 
lunch in the parish rooms for all present. For catering purposes it would be helpful if you could 
kindly add your name to the lists which are now at the back of each of the three churches.  

  



 

Lately Dead: Gerard Hardy, Agnes Dooley, Sr 
Anne Bross FMSJ, Marko Egan, Michael Lord, 
Mark Manley, Andrew Tootle, Shaun Patrick 
O’Brien, Keith Kershaw. 

Birthday Memoriam: Winifred Aunger  

Anniversaries: Myra Campion, Bridget Hope, 
Thomas Walne, Arturo Bartolata, Sybil Bacchaus. 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 8th January was number 21. Congratulations to this 
week’s winners are as follows: 

St John’s ~  Rollover St Mary’s ~ Joseph  Christ the King ~ Rollover 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion in their 
home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2025 

We are now able to proceed with the Parish Sacramental Programme for the baptised RC children currently 
in Year 3 or above. The initial information meeting will be held at St Mary’s church at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 16th January 2024. During this information meeting, we will outline your child’s Sacramental 
journey which will lead to the children being prepared to celebrate Reconciliation and First Holy Commun-
ion.. This meeting will also allow parents/carers to book their time slot for the next meeting which will be a 
“1 to 1” appointment for the child and their parents/carers with a priest and a catechist. The dates set aside 
for these early evening appointments are as follows: 

23rd January – St Mary’s children       28th January – St John’s children    

4th and 13th February – Christ the King children 

Following these “1 to 1” appointments, parents will then receive full details of all further meetings and cele-
brations. If you have any questions please contact Fr David. 

"Beautiful Christmas Gifts"  

Whilst all gifts are appreciated but some come in multiples, or perhaps the wrong colour, or maybe they are 
just too small.....! There is a box at the back of St John’s where such gifts can be donated and then will be 
used for future Parish fund raising. All gifts are welcome and "Thanks". 

OLD MOBILE PHONES WANTED  

Father Emmanuel, who was a priest at St John’s a few years ago, is asking for mobile phones (even if not in 
working condition) for a charity in  Nigeria. There will be a box in three churches where they can be left.  

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION JANUARY 2025 

For the Right to an Education  

For the right to an education. Let us pray for migrants, refugees and those affected by war, 
that their right to an education, which is necessary to build a better world, might always be 

respected.  

Lord make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred let me bring love. Where 
there is offence, let me bring pardon, Where there is discord let me bring union. Where there is error 
let me bring truth, Where is doubt, let me bring hope. Where there is darkness let me bring your light. 

Where there is sadness, let me bring joy 

A Prayer for the New Year                  

May God make our New Year a happy one, 

by strengthening us to bear it as it comes; 

by making us patient to travel any path;    

by taking fear from our heart; 

by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows;   

by showing us when people need us most, 

and by making us willing to be there to help. 

We pray for God's love, peace, hope, and joy 

to us for the year ahead.   Amen.  



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 13TH JANUARY 2025 TO SUNDAY 19H JANUARY 2025  

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Weekday  

   9.30am St. Mary’s 

Tuesday  St Hilary 

   9.30am St Mary’s   12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King 

   1.30pm Funeral Service at St Mary’s for Joseph Zephir RIP 

   7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s  10.00am St John’s 

   11:45 Funeral Service at St Mary’s for Mark Manley RIP  

Friday  St Anthony 

   12.00 noon St. Mary’s preceded by Exposition and Reconciliation 11.30 to 11.55am 

Saturday   Weekday 

   12 Noon Thanksgiving Mass at St Mary’s, preceded by Reconciliation with 
   Exposition from 10.30 to 11.30am  

 Vigil Masses:   

   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition 

   6.30pm St Mary’s  

Sunday  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and    5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

         St John’s:    10.45am 

   (*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  
 

  Stay with us Lord on our journey. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra     St John the Baptist 

Deacon   Rev. Theo Sharrock   St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com            Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk     Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH 

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three church-
es in the parish for weekend of 4/5 January was £637.56, for which many thanks.  

FOREIGN CURRENCIES, PENNIES, MEDALS AND GOLD 

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back of 
each church.  The parish has received over £500 from what has already been raised.   Thank you.   

Exposition  

There will be Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 

starting 30 minutes before 
each weekday Mass, Mon-

day to Friday (Except     
before Funerals) 

KSC QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS 

The weekly KSC quiz resumes this Monday, 13th January, at 8pm. Returning and new 
quizzers are most welcome. £2 entry including tea/coffee and biscuits.  

The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
best time you will spend on earth.     St Teresa of Kolkata 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

