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FR DAVID’S REFLECTION ON THE LITURGY
In today’s second reading, St. Paul explains how to N
make our lives joyful. Among the various suggestions  “T he spirit of the | ord has
he makes, he speaks of the need to take time to think
and reflect. These activities are very pertinent for our
Advent journey, which is a time for quiet and maybe a = forthe |_ord has anointed
time to speak less and listen more. If we stay a little
more quiet that will give us more time to think, to lis-
ten to God and to others and to pray more deeply If i
we are more selective over what we say then we are more likely to speak wisely not
foolishly . Therefore we are more likely to be joy-bringers and bearers of good tid-
ings rather than trouble and woe. If we are less "me-centred” and more “Christ-
centred” we are more alert to notice the needs of others especially those who de-
serve our help and share the joy with them.
Today’s psalm is from the Magnificat. This prayer is said or sung in the Church every

evening at Evening Prayer (Vespers): “My soul glorifies the lord, my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour “. These are the words of Mary to Elizabeth at the encounter and
welcome she received, at being greeted as the mother of the
Lord who is inside of her. In doing the will of God in all things
like Mary then we will find true and lasting joy.

In these Advent days let us like Mary decide each day to be
happy at all times; pray constantly, be more grateful and think
before we do anything.

been given to me,

me.”

BOOKING TO GO TO MASS AT CHRISTMAS TIME

We are following the Bishop’s guidance asking people to attend Mass over
the Octave of Christmas. We have worked out a programme. The system
for reserving a place at Mass is on page 4 . Pre-booking is essential,

A Warm Welcome to the Parish af the Good Samaritan!

We welcome Fr Clement Kafor C.M. who arrived on Monday at St John’s presbytery where he will
reside with Fr Emmanuel. We look forward to getting to know him and enjoying his ministry with us
in the parish.

PRAYER FOR ADVENT—A NEW CHRISTMAS TRADITION

Churches Together in Burnley have arranged for local people create and read their own

Advent Prayer on You-Tube —a new one or two -every day during Advent, from this \\ u
Sunday 29th November—starting with a contribution from one of our own pa- -l-
rishioners. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzZEYUESU8C_mF-hZQ7gehwg/ \ )
videos

You can also access them through our own parish website. Christmas is going to be ‘strange’ for us
all, but we can focus on Advent prayerfully with a focus on the real message of the season.




Birthday memories: John and Mary Coupe,
MASS INTENTIONS \ Paula Helm, Sam Slattery
In Memoriam: John and Mary Coupe, Paula

Lately Dead: Barbara Cross, Phyllis Dixon, Helm, Sam Slattery

Joseph Ronan, Frank Donnelly Intentions for Christmas: Sr Maureen and the
Anniversaries: Fr Anthony Sudlow, John leadership team, for a sick relative, Tricia and
Duerden, Susan Kirkham, Philip Guilfoyle, Rob Barry and family

Andrew McNamara Towneley Chapel Lamps

Other Intentions: Fr David Featherstone, Shei-  Joseph Balshaw Andrew Harrison Mary Kay

la Ainsworth, Monica Burrow, Dr Healy, Dr Ali
and the Molinari family,

NEW OUTDOOR CRIB SCENE AT ST MARY'’S

Next Sunday 20" December, we will be assembling our new parish outdoor crib which will be on
our land in front of St Mary’s church on Yorkshire St. This has been made by a team of talented
men from the parish and we are very proud of what they have produced. The crib figures were
originally used for many years at St Mary’s church in the centre of Oldham and needed a little bit of
restoring, again, done by our team.
The lovely idea of having an outdoor was given us by Fr Martin Morris from
Newcastle who is kindly and appropriately coming to bless the crib for us. It
is providential that we should be starting such a venture during the Pandemic
as there is something particularly poignant about this concurrence. Under the | |
current restrictions we cannot make this blessing public, however our live- '
streaming team will record the blessing service and make it available on our
parish web-site from Sunday evening. We are sure that the new crib scene
will bring much joy and delight to the people of Burnley over the Christmas season.

With grateful thanks to all who have been involved in its creation.

"Vt co not enough to say we ane (nis- Stay with us Lord ow oun jouruey

. We beve the s ot PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION DECEMBER 2020

For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal

Pope Francis

relationship with Jesus
y Christ be nourished by the

£ BLESSED TRINITY THEME OF THE WEEK
AN Miss Wilkinson organises spiritual and thoughtful in-

s PUt ON changing themes each week on the parish
e \F/)veb5|te Thgy agre based around scripture. Fl’gupns | Vord of God and a life of
from the College and our priests contribute. prayer.
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
As Masses have recommenced you may leave your donation envelopes in the boxes at the 9 P o,
back of the churches. You can also make your donations online through the parish website. Q your %
Open the Home page and on the right there is an icon (aside). Click on it and follow the in- m
structions. Please Gift Aid if appropriate. It's fully recognised that some people will now be in & °
a worsened financial position and less able to give at the moment so please do not feel obligated. q r\’

Thank you.

CAFOD NEws UPDATE

c AF( D With Christmas around the corner you can find the perfect, unique, ethical gift for some-
) one special in your life, by giving one of CAFOD’s World Gifts. To see the new look se-

Jwtoeworld lection of life-changing gifts use the following link: https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/
World-Gifts

Don't forget to check out the CAFOD webpage on the parish website for more detailed news.

The Diocesan Almanac s avarlable at the back of all of our churches —£3.50 each




PuBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES
Public Masses and other services have now resumed as follows:

St Mary’s St John’s Christ the King
Mon to Sat Mass at 9.30am Tues 12 Noon Mass Mon 7pm Mass
Sunday Mass at 9.30am (Live Wed 7pm Mass Friday Mass 12 Noon
streamed) Thurs 10.30am Mass Sunday Mass 5pm
Sunday Mass 10.45am

Exposition: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes before all of
the weekday Masses.

Exposition and Reconciliation: Every Saturday there will be Exposition and Reconciliation
at St Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. The Reconciliation will take place on the Sacred

Heart altar. Please be guided by the Stewards.
Live Stream: We will continue to live-stream the Mass at 9.30am from St Mary’s every Sunday. It
will be recorded and available to view later on Sunday. Thanks to everyone involved in streaming.
Private Celebrations of Mass: To enable you to be in continuous Spiritual Communion, Fr Em-
manuel will celebrate a private Mass at 9am at St John’s on Mondays.

Covid 19: For your Spiritual Support
Daily Streamed Masses: Please follow daily Mass from the National Shrine in Walsingham;
www.walsingham.org.uk or the live streaming from The Good Shepherd parish in Colne;
www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk.
The Lord’s Day at Home: These sheets available on the Web site and are great for providing sa-
cred time at home if you are unable to come to church.

CARITAS SALFORD -1 % : =
., DUE to the pandemic restrictions we at { The Almighty works b
Caritas CARITAS have launched an online Advent = 4 Is . b
s Appeal for all its services and to thank all 4 sl gl i &
its supporters, especially in these difficult times. We 7 L
would like as many people as possible to watch the Sl Holy is His name! &
film (on the link below) to see the impact of their sup- - §
port: : :
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service-view/advent j, His mercy is from age 3
-appeal-2020 =4 et b
To encourage groups and individuals to set a personal 4 g €
challenge and raise money for the appeal, CARITAS ; &
have a Just Giving page: https://www.justgiving.com/ -/ On those who fear him” ¢
campaign/AdventAppeal2020 S Magnificat’ X -

Fr David continues to improve, please keep him your prayers for his full recovery

FOODBANK—KEEP IT UP!

Sadly, the need continues for us to support the Foodbank. Here’s how: Every local Spar shop
should have a collection point for non-perishable food. There are two ways to make monetary
donations: Online Donations: Blessed Trinity are supporting the Foodbank. Here is the website https://
tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. They have raised £4,946 so far! Well done them!

Cash Donations (at St John'’s on/y). You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly
marked envelope) at the presbytery. We will pass them on to the Foodbank via the
Football in the Community website—last week St John’s sent £165. Great stuff! -

Thanks and God bless to everyone who helps with this vital work

FEAST DAYS FOR THIS WEEK

Mon 14th Dec St John of the Cross Fri 18th Dec Advent II Weekday
Tues 15th Dec Advent weekday Sat 19th Dec Advent II Weekday
Weds 16th Dec  Advent Weekday Sun 20th Dec 4th Sunday of Advent

Thurs 17th De Advent II Weekday



PROGRAMME OF MASSES DURING THE CHRISTMAS OCTAVE
You will recall in his recent Pastoral letter that because of the limitations imposed on us by the Pan-
demic, Bishop John asked this Christmas that we to try to come to Mass during the Christmas Oc-
tave which runs from Thursday 24" December Christmas Eve to the Feast of Mary Mother of God
on Friday 1st January. This sacred period includes a number of feasts that celebrate a particular
aspect of Christmas. If everyone does this then there should be sufficient space in our churches to
allow us to safely celebrate this sacred season. For this period only it will therefore be essential to
reserve in advance your place(s) at all the Masses during this period. Details of how and when you
can make reservations are set out below.
We thank you for your understanding and cooperation during this period. To assist you in planning
your choice of Mass, we list below our plan for Masses for the Christmas Octave this year:

Christmas Eve Thursday 24t Dec 5pm Christ the King

First Mass of Christmas Holy Innocents ~ Mon 28th Dec

5.45pm Christ the King 9.30am Mass St Mary’s

6.30pm St Mary’s 7pm Christ the King

7.15pm St John’s Octave of Christmas ~ Tues 29th Dec

Christmas Day Friday 25t Dec 9.30am Mass St Mary’s

8.30am: St Mary’s 12 Noon Mass St John’s

9.15: Christ the King Octave of Christmas ~ Wed 30t Dec

10.15: St Mary’s (Live streamed) 9.30am Mass St Mary’s

10.45am St John's 7pm Mass St John's

St Stephen’s Day Sat 26th Dec New Year’s Eve Octave of Christmas ~ Thurs 31st Dec
9.30am: Mass St Mary’s 9.30am Mass St Mary’s

Holy Family ~ Sunday 27th Dec 10.30am Mass St Johns

9.30am Mass St Mary's (Live streamed) Mary Mother of God ~ New Year’s Day ~ Friday 1st Jan
10.45am St John’s 10am Mass St Mary’s 11am St John’s, 12 Noon Christ the King

BOOKING DETAILS FOR MASSES FOR THE CHRISTMAS OCTAVE
PARISH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Our Seminarian, Mark McGeehan has very kindly agreed to facilitate the bookings for the Masses
for the Christmas Octave for all three churches in the parish. Mark will begin taking bookings as
from 12 Noon on Saturday 11" December. It is preferable to book by email: mjmchall@aol.com.
However if you need to book by phone, please only ring Mark between the hours of 12 Noon and
6pm. Mark’s telephone number is; 07980 038627

When booking please clearly state the following

a) Your name b) A contact phone number c) The name of the church
d) The day and time of the Mass(es) you request e) The number of people in your group/
party

A booking is only considered firm after you have received a confirmation email from Mark or spoken
to him in person.

Please note you will need to arrive at least ten minutes before the start of Mass in order to assist
the stewards in safely allocating you to your place in church.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistants: Fr Damien Louden St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M. St John the Baptist 01282 423824

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist
Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St
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