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FR DAVID’S REFLECTION ON THE LITURGY

. .ﬁ Life is God’s gift to us and how we live our life is our gift to
4 God. In our lives we are given many gifts by God and we
4 + are asked to use them for the benefit of one another and for
: the greater glory of God. Sometimes the gifts that we have
> : ~ are very obvious, for example: it is usually easy to spot from
- —~— « .. ayoung age those who are good at music, art or sport.

B B However our gifts need to be not just recognised by our-
selves but acknowledged, encouraged and appreciated by others. For many of us,
our real gifts do not emerge until we are older and can then have the confidence to
work on them and enhance them.

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells the parable of the Talents, whereby three people are en-
trusted with talents. At the end of the parable the master asks each of them to show
what they have done with what they were given. Two of them had used them well
and were pleasing to the Master but the third one was not, because he had simply
buried his in the ground and had nothing to show for it. The Master was understand-
ably unhappy with this man who had squandered his potential.

At the end of our lives we will each be asked to
give an account to God of what we have made of
our lives. The way that we can be most pleasing to 8. VM sy e ars Christians
God is to live a life of loving service to one another |/ Iﬁp&,/ e b 1
by using our gifts and talents for the benefit of oth- =~ S omurie

ers. The most important thing we want to be able @, ot only with our words, but itk
to tell the Lord is that we have tried to make a dif- g sions
ference with the gift of our lives.
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LOCKDOWN CHANGES
We're in the second week of the Government Lockdown and we have had to completely revise all
of the church openings as we are not allowed to have Masses or any other services. We can open
for private prayer and exposition.
Full details of the plans for opening the churches across the parish are on page 3.

Removal of Obligation to attend Mass: Because of the position the Church still finds herself
in, the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on Sunday and on a Holy day of Obligation

remains lifted until further notice.

Message from Pope Francis about Reconciliation: These words from the Holy Father should help
us while some of us cannot go to the Sacrament:

"Do what the catechism says. It's very clear. If you don't find a priest to go to confession, speak to
God. He's your Father. Tell Him the truth: 'Lord. I did this and this and this. Pardon me.’ Ask His
forgiveness with all your heart with an act of contrition, and promise Him, ‘afterwards I will go to
confession.” "You will return to God's grace immediately. You yourself can draw near, as the Catechism teaches
us to God'’s forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.”




Atherton, Louisa Cook, Harry Backhouse, Mary

MASS INTENTIONS Backhouse, Noel Backhouse, Phillip Backhouse,
Ronald Whittaker’

In Memoriam: Holy Souls, Fr John Christopher
John Rogers.
Birthday Memoriam: Douglas Clegg, Cyril
Minihan, Malcolm Robinson, Irene Moore
Other Intentions: Eileen Dickman.

Towneley Chapel Lamp
Andrew Harrison.

Lately Dead: Dorothy Pilkington, Derek Gill,
Christopher Henry, Barbara Kowalska,

Alf Duffield, Christopher Vasey,

Michael Reynolds, Michael Reeves.
Anniversaries: Mary Coupe, Ken Gorton, Eileen
Gorton, Ann Gorton, Joan Thomas, Monica

Advent PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION Nov 2020 BLESSED TRINITY THEME OF THE WEEK
“Walk with me” Artificial Intelligence Miss Wilkinson is again organising input
booklets are We pray that the progress of robotics ~ ©ON the parish website. Each week there [——7
now available at and artificial intelligence >4 SO t'heme' S
g ‘1 2l scripture. Pupils from the College and Jmetod
the back of each may always serve human- L? i  Fr David contribute thoughtful items, v
church. Thanks kind. ' ¥ giving spiritual insight and inspiration.

PRAYER FOR ADVENT—TAKE A PART

Churches Together in Burnley plan to have local people create and read their own
Advent Prayer to appear on You-Tube during Advent. You are invited to join in.
You will be asked to use your phone video to introduce yourself, your parish and
then read your the prayer. About 90 seconds is the target time in total. It will then
be shown on one day in Advent, and a booklet will be produced of all the prayers.
Fr David is very keen for our parish to be represented, and there are only limited places available,
so please respond as soon as you can. You will have a few days to compose your prayer (and your-

self!1). So if you would like to contribute please contact Karen who will give you full details on tel
01282 431723

Fr David continues to improve, please keep him your prayers for his full recovery

Here’s one of the Quotes sent from a parishioner on the website. There are many more—and Quips!
Have a laugh! Enjoy the wisdom! Send us one your own favourites! ‘website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk’

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS

The new regulations means that there are on longer opportunities to make our weekly offerings. oPPo,
However, you can make your donations online through the parish website. Open the Home page @, ., Y
and on the right there is an icon (aside). Click on it and follow the instructions. Please Gift Aid if 6 ’0
appropriate. It’s fully recognised that some people will now be in a worsened financial position and

less able to give at the moment so please do not feel obligated. Thank you.

KEEP IN TOUCH—USE OUR WEBSITE FOR THE NEWS

As we're back in strict lockdown because of Covid, please keep in touch with your friends—
especially those who may be lonely. A good source of chat is the website—so much information and
inspiration! The new Quotes and Quips offerings are worth passing on! Our clergy offer an excellent
‘Thought for the Day every day, and there is news there, as it arises. It's a good read, even if you
don't pass it on! Go to: http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

FEAST DAYS FOR THIS WEEK

Mon 16th Nov St Edmund of Abingdon Thurs 19th Nov  Weekday
Tues 17th Nov St Elizabeth of Hungary Fri 20h Nov Weekday
Weds 18th Nov  Dedication of the Basilica of Sat 21st Nov Presentation of BVM

Ss Peter and Paul Sun 22nd Nov Our Lord Jesus Christ,




LOoCKDOWN BIG CHANGES
In the light of the latest Government National Lockdown, churches are not allowed to open for
Masses and services other than funerals and for private prayer. Therefore our temporary pro-
gramme of Masses and other services will have to be suspended for the time being but we hope to
return to it as soon as we are permitted to do so. Here is what we plan:
Masses in the Parish

Live Stream: We will continue to live-stream the Mass at 9.30am on Sunday from St Mary’s. It will
be celebrated in private, with no members of the public present. It will be recorded and available to
view later on Sunday. Thanks to everyone involved in streaming.

Private Celebrations of Mass: To enable you to be in Spiritual Communion, please know that
the clergy will celebrate a private Mass each day at 9.30am at St Mary’s and 9am at St John'’s.
Private Prayer and Exposition

We are not permitted to hold services but we can open to allow private prayer. We plan the follow-
ing opportunities:
St Mary’s St John’s Christ the King
Monday to Friday from Tues, Wed, Thurs Mon 6.30pm to 7.30pm
10.15am to 11.15am from 2
Saturday and Sunday from 11.30am to 12.30pm P a7 23
10.30 to 11.30am /E -

We are very grateful to the stewards who have been so faithful and committed through this Pan-
demic and on whom we totally rely to be able to continue to keep the churches open. We will re-
view this programme as we proceed and keep you informed through the website and through the
Newsletter.

CAFOD NEews
The CAFOD NW Group e-Newsletter is on their website. Here are

c AF D three items in addition to the news.

. 1) The current online campaign'’s petition asking our Prime
8?,222;5A§:\?e%;%em Minister to stop the UK Government investing in fossil fuel projects
in developing countries. To sign the petition, click on the link:

https://e-activist.com/page/53571/petition/1
2) A date for your diary — the next online assemblies for schools (but well worth watching if
you're no longer at school) will take place on 10" December. Join with students around England and
Wales as we pray and reflect together in our next national assembly: Light of the
world. Primary assembly - 9.30am and Secondary assembly - 10am. Our assemblies are
always available for teachers to view a day or two in advance, via the Vimeo link in the text below
the YouTube video. For further details click on https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/National-assembly
3) November is the month of remembrance and CAFOD has many ways in which to remember
our loved ones who are sadly no longer with us. For further details click on the link below:

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayers-of-remembrance
Thank you for all your support devoted to those most in need in our world.

FOODBANK—KEEP IT UP!
Sadly, the need continues for us to support the Foodbank. Here’s how: Every local Spar shop
should have a collection point for non-perishable food. There are two ways to make monetary
donations: Online Donations: Blessed Trinity are supporting the Foodbank. Here is the website https://
tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. They have raised £4,826 so far! Well done them! -
Cash Donations (at St John’s on/y). You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly
marked envelope) at the presbytery or contact David H on 07434 763822 and we
will see if we can collect. We will pass these on to the Foodbank via the Blessed J
Trinity website (above)—£25 was sent this week.

Thanks and God bless to everyone who helps with this vital work




CoviD 19—KEEP SAFE

The Government has introduced a new Lockdown until, at least, 2nd December.
It applies to everybody, and it is our responsibility, as individuals, to do all we
can to act in support of the restrictions. Every day we hear people wanting to
avoid the rules or seek exemption from the rules. An alternative approach,
which sits more comfortably within a Christian approach, should be to say:
what should I do to keep myself, my family friends and community safe? Take
as few risks as you can—every trip to the shops or other non-essential outing is
a risk—potentially in everything you touch, and even the air you breathe!

As humans we don't like to be in isolation, and it is hard. You are encouraged to take exercise if you
can, so a walk might help. Within the ruIes you can walk with a friend provided you remain two
meters apart. So you win on both exercise and having company for a while.

Clearly, the spread of the virus continues to increase relentlessly, and we must make responsible,
Christian decisions to help the health of our families and our friends and our communities. Although
the exact instructions may be confusing and they are likely to change, the core directions for stay-
ing safe are the same:

Hands* The virus travels through touching things that an in-
o m fected person has touched or coughed / sneezed over. If you

HM Government

then touch your nose, mouth or eyes, you may transfer the vi-
rus into your own body. So wash your hands, for 20 seconds,

every time you have had any contact outside your home.
HANDS . .
Face* You are legally obliged to cover your face in all shops,

hospitals, church and other places. It prevents you spreading
O FACE the virus to others, with some exceptions.
Space* When a person coughs or sneezes it is though that
the miniscule droplets travel up to two meters. So you keep
@ SPACE safe by keeping apart from others. Unfortunately, there are
many people who seem to disregard this, so they offer a risk to
others, especially indoors.
So, please keep safe, and protect your loved ones and all those
around you. Remember, this virus kills people, and others have be-
come seriously ill, often with long-term adverse impact on their lives.
A local GP has told us of a website which has a large nhumber of infor-
mation sheets about Covid. They're written by doctors, and are both very informative and easy to

read and understand. They are available in a huge number of languages, and may help if friends
and neighbours need help and guidance. Go to https://covid19graphics.info/.

MAILING THE NEWSLETTER
Until we get back to normal activities, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr David tel
422007 with your name and address. He is happy to forward it to you. If you would like to include an item, or
make a Mass Offering, please email (itemsforfrank@gmail.com) your request before midday on Thursday.
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
The parish clergy team will once again provide a ‘Thought’ on the parish web site each day which is
always a good read.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistants: Fr Damien Louden St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M. St John the Baptist 01282 423824

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist
Healey Mount 3 Todmorden Road Bracewell St

BURNLEY BB11 2QJ Burnley BB10 4AU Burnley BB10 1TB



