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FR DAVID’S REFLECTION ON THE LITURGY
What Jesus was asking of the four fishermen, whom he calls in the

Gospel today, was for them to completely leave behind all that they
depended on. When they left their boats behind, they were also let-
| ting go of control of their lives and handing over such control to Je-
sus. They would not even know what they would eat that first
night, or where they would sleep. They had complete trust in his

2 : word and in his judgement . They were invited to share in a great
adventure with Jesus that was to take them into new territory. He was to teach them,
mould them and help them grow in intimate friendship with Him. They were going to have
to draw upon all their natural qualities to become “fishers of men.”

They would go on to witness at first hand his miracles, hear his parables for the first time
and hear him preaching the Word of God. This could only have surely strengthened them
and affirmed them in their decision to become his disciples. The fact that we all know about
Jesus and have faith and trust in Him today, is fitting testimony to what an amazing job the
Galilean fishermen and the other apostles did in being faithful to Je-

sus. They established his Church whereby salvation is offered to all Follow me and |
who repent of their sins through faith in Jesus, Our Lord and Master.
After his Resurrection Jesus would send them the Holy Spirit, who
would certainly transform them and equip them fully for their new fishers of men.’
mission to bring the message of repentance
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UPDATE FROM FR DAVID ON COVID IMPLICATIONS

As you may be aware some churches are closing at the moment during the current National lockdown for
various reasons. With support from Bishop John, we continue to follow the “Festina Lente” approach and
monitor how things are progressing as regards keeping our own churches open for Masses and services. We
are very dependent on the health of the priests and significantly the health, safety and generosity of our
wonderful stewards. A few of our stewards have quite understandably asked to step down from the role for
now. We are very grateful to the commitment and dedication they have shown over the last 7 months. This
will have some implications for some of our Masses and Services. Please do continue to update yourself of
any changes in the times of services in the Newsletter and on the Web site. Thanks to those who have re-
cently volunteered to become stewards. If you would like to become a steward please contact Fr David.

PuBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES

We now return to our pre-Christmas programme of public Masses, as follows. The exception is that there
will be no Mass at St Johns on Tues and Thurs because of funeral commitments.

St Mary'’s St John’s Christ the King
M, Tu, W, Th, F, Sat Tues: No Mass Mon 7pm Mass
Mass at 9.30am Wed 7pm Mass Friday Mass 12 Noon
Sunday Mass at 9.30am Thurs 10.30am Sunday Mass 5pm
(Live streamed) Sunday Mass 10.45am

Exposition: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 mins before the weekday Masses.
Exposition and Reconciliation: Every Saturday there will be Exposition and Reconciliation at St
Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. The Reconciliation will take place on the Sacred Heart altar.
Please be guided by the Stewards. Thank you.




“ MASS INTENTIONS “

Lately Dead: David Hartley, Mary Wild, Leanna
Oliver, Cathleen Muldoon, Padraig Noone, Eileen
Howarth, Patrick Fleming, Peggy Guilfoyle, Wyn
Tunley, Jack Smith, Eileen Park, Ian Stewart.
Birthday Remembrance: Michael Des Irvine,
Samuel Irvine, Walter and Norah Morley, Mary
Cox, Kathleen Hargreaves, James Lalor, Winifred
Taylor.

Towneley Chapel Lamps

In Memoriam: Kathleen Gray.

Other Intentions: For good health for Fr David,

A sick relative, In thanksgiving to Parishioners.
Anniversaries: Ann Conway, Alice Dean, Paul
Stoodley, Joan Crowne, Philip Crowne, Christine
Ostle, Malcolm Robinson, Bernard McAuley,
Patricia D'Silva, Kathleen Marshall, Martin Frazer,
Kathleen Kilday, Caroline Park, Andrew Taylor.
Margaret Scobie.
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Stay with us Lord on our journey

David Featherstone Andrew Harrison

CARITAS APPEAL: 'WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR'

Pope Francis reminds us that, before we are anything else, we are brothers and sisters sharing
a common home, and we are called to become neighbours and friends. Covid-19 has seen new
forms of poverty in our society. Through its Appeal, CARITAS is enabled to reach out with love
and support to the most vulnerable and marginalised in our communities. Due to the pandemic
CARITAS is asking people to consider electronic giving. Details of how to donate can be found
at https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/ and further information is available on the parish website
+about the Appeal, including the CARITAS SUNDAY Appeal Prayer.

Cq ritas@

iocese of Salford

CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK ONLINE PRESENTATION—18TH TO 25TH JANUARY

7\ Churches Working Together in Burnley are celebrating Christian Unity Week with a online presenta-
‘\1 ; tions by people from our local churches. This Sunday (24th Jan) our own parish will have the honour

of doing the presentation. It is available from our parish website.

The Year af St]asaf[» “With a Father's Heart”

St Paul VI described St Joseph: ..~ by waking Iis life a sacnificial service to the mystery of the incama-
“%\ tion and its redemptive puvfpose. He employed his (eﬁa( authority over the Holy Family to devote himself
| complete{g to them in s life and work. He tunmed Iis human vocation to domestic love into a super-
B human oblation of hinself, his heart and all Wis abilities, a love placed at the sevvice of the Messialh who
Jz\ was growing to maturity in his home”

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES AND GROWS
Sadly the appeal has to continue. You can drop food off at most Spar stores. You can also contribute online
(via Blessed Trinity at https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. You can donate cash at St John’s Presby-
tery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £115 being donated over the Christmas period.
Congratulations to everyone at Blessed Trinity—their website has burst through the £7,000 marker!!

Thank you all for your great generosity, online, in cash and in kind .

A WORD Peggy Guilfoyle’s family would like

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK Thurs 28 Jan St Thomas

Mon 25 Jan Conversion of St Aquinas or to|§92|nk V?grg:r'ggﬁggzrﬁjohzg’s%”r
Paul Fri29 Jan  Weekday ERRRIS of'feriyngs on the sad loss of
Tues 26 Jan St Titus and Sat 30 Jan  Weekday their beloved Mum. A Mass in
Timothy Sun 31Jan 4" Sunday of s thanksgiving will be offered for
Wed 27 Jan St Angela Merici Ordinary Time : you.

e

“Take care of brothers and sisters who Are weaker ... the elderly, the sicK, the hungry, the homeless
and strangers, because we will be Judged on this.
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Pope Francis

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistants: Fr Damien Louden St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M. St John the Baptist 01282 423824

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
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