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Today is the feast of the Assumption 

when we celebrate that at the end of 

her earthly existence, the Blessed   

Virgin Mary was assumed body and 

soul, into heaven. This is centred on 

the major part Our Lady plays in the 

Incarnation : her faithfulness and trust 

in God enables her to conceive Her 

Lord within her.  

In today’s Gospel, Mary shared her joy 

of being told she was to be mother of 

the Lord by putting herself out and 

journeying a long way to share her amazing news 

with Elizabeth..The spirit of Mary is to put our-

selves out for others and share our joy with 

them. In sharing our joy, we also receive joy in 

turn. Elizabeth  greets Mary by saying “blessed is 

she who believed that the promise made to her 

by the Lord will be fulfilled”.  

Because of our Christian faith, like Mary 

we should persevere and keep trusting 

God when things get tough. Faith impels 

us to struggle on sometimes without the 

hope of a happy outcome. A person with 

faith never gives up.  Mary first and 

foremost is a perfect disciple of the 

Lord.  

The implications of today’s feast are that 

if we model our lives on Mary then 

where she is now, we will follow. Our 

Blessed Lady helps us in our struggle with under-

standing the full meaning of our faith and to live 

a life that is worthy of our dignity. With the grace 

of God and help from Our Lady we can also hope 

to share in her glory and the glory of her Son in 

Heaven.   

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY  

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES—RECENT CHANGES 

We are  continuing the usual parish programme developed since St Mary’s church closed (—update 
on page 2). The plans for the coming week are as follows:  
Monday:   9.30am St John’s    7pm Christ the King 

Tuesday:  9.30am Christ the King 12.00 noon St John’s 
Wednesday:  9.30am Christ the King  7pm  St John’s 
Thursday:    9.30am Christ the King    10.30am at St John’s,  
Friday:   9.30am St John’s  12 Noon Christ the King 
Saturday:  9.30am  Christ the King   
   Vigil Masses:  6.00pm  St John’s  6.30pm Christ the King     
Sunday:   9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King  9.30am**   and   11.00am St John’s 

 **The Sunday 9.30am Mass from St John ’s will be live-streamed.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 
5.30pm to 5.55pm at St John’s church, prior to the Vigil Mass. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Reconciliation every Saturday at Christ the King church from 10.30am to 11.30am. 

Year of St Joseph 

Exposition There will be 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 30 

mins before all  the weekday 

Masses. 

CHURCH STEWARDS 

Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church possible as we continue 
to work at remaining safe whilst in church. Please call Fr David if you would like to 
join this invaluable team. 

Mary has been taken 
up to heaven; 

all the choirs of an-
gels are rejoicing 



Lately Dead:  Sr Francine FMSJ , Delia Veldon, 
Mark Thomas, Marie Greenwood, Velia Peet, 
Amanda Sullivan, Canon Francis Deeney, Stephen 
Slater, Joan Bedford, Mollie Barcroft, David 
Walmsley . 

Anniversary: Denis Smith, Peter Keogh, Agnes 
Coppock, Keith Francis Shackleton, Fr Michael 
Ryan, Tommy Mellody. Bea Mellody, William 
McLaughlin, James Kinsella.  

In Memoriam: Luis Maria 

Tolosa. 

Other Intentions:  

Brian Bennett, Clergy of the Good Samaritan  
parish., in thanksgiving for exam success. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society in the Parish 

Thanks again for your ongoing generosity and support. We have been able to take 

on regular financial support for a second SVP conference in India as well as the one 

we have supported for many years. The SVP conferences in India are able to do so 

much more with this support. 

At home, as Covid-19 restrictions are eased we are hoping that we can resume some home visits to 

people who are housebound. We are also helping a lady with her shopping on a regular basis. We 

encounter people in need, and try to help in any way we can. Worth-

while and rewarding work. 

If you would like to find out more about the SVP and perhaps become a 

member , please speak to Maria Boys, Klaus Lamle, or Lynne Middle-

ton. Most of our current workers are in the St John’s community and we 

would really welcome volunteers from our other parish communities.  

WHICH MASS TO CHOOSE?  

At the moment the demand for the Vigil Masses is less than those on Sunday mornings, so it may 
ease the continuing stewarding and social distancing considerations if you choose to attend either of 
the two Vigil Masses. Midweek Masses are more lightly attended, and can be used unless your only 
option is at the weekend. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

FOOTBALL CAR PARK VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

Our wonderful team of volunteers which runs the car park  at St Mary’s during 
Burnley FC matches needs strengthening. This is an important fundraiser for the 
parish and a good service to the wider community. If you are willing to give 90 
minutes of your time once a month, please contact Danny  07485 002 097 or Fr 
David. Thank you.  Please Volunteer! 

Papal Intention for August 
The Church 

Let us pray for the Church, 
that she may receive from 
the Holy Spirit 
the grace and 
strength to re-
form herself in 
the light of the 
Gospel.  

Stay 

with us 

Lord  

on our 

journey 

“It is not enough to say we 

are Christians. We must live 

the faith, not only with our 

words, but with our actions”.   
Pope Francis 

ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 

St Mary’s church is still unfortunately currently temporarily closed until further no-
tice as it needs essential repair. As well as internal problems with the ceiling, they 
have discovered that extensive  external repairs to the roof are needed. We will 
continue to keep you informed through the Newsletter and through the Web site.   

 
“Taken up into 
Heaven, Mary 

shows us the 
way to God, the 

way   to     
Heaven, the 
way to Life” 

Mary, Queen 
assumed into 

Heaven obtain 
peace and salva-

tion through 
your prayers; for 
you have given 
birth to Christ 
Our Lord Amen 

Pope St John Paul II 

Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 

The parish, together celebrates one of its Patronal Feast Days  

 



LIVE STREAMING—CAN YOU HELP ONCE A FORTNIGHT! 

Our live stream is a vital, and sometimes the only connection for many of the people 
in the parish, who , for whatever reason cannot get to Mass on Sundays. We need 
someone to help out on the live stream team for an hour or two every other Sun-
day. Full training and lots of support given. It's not too hard and it's a new skill, a 
new insight into how we live stream services. In addition, from time to time we 

need help with week-day services, (eg funeral Masses, weddings, etc) which is again an invaluable 
service to many at home and abroad - even if you cannot commit to a Sunday, are you sometimes 
available during the week on an ad hoc basis? 

 If you think you may be interested and would like to know more, please contact Mike Morris on 
07929 451 566 or email him at website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 CAFOD 
"Many thanks for further donation amounting to £117.00, plus £110 from the Summer 
celebration sponsorship. Our thanks to all who so generously support the work of 
CAFOD" 

Monday       St Stephen of Hungary 

Tuesday      Weekday  

Wednesday   Weekday  

Thursday       St John Eudes 

Friday  St Bernard of Clairvaux 

Saturday    St Pius X 

Sunday   Twenty-first Sunday in      
   Ordinary Time 

FEAST DAYS WEEK COMMENCING 16TH AUGUST 

FOODBANK—PLEASE KEEP GIVING 

Sadly the appeal has to continue. However there are many ways you can support this 
work. You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving  by making one-off or monthly payments. You can donate 
cash at St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £155 
being donated during July.   

There are lots of places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-perishables 
please unless it’s oranges. All the supermarket  and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do Bar-
clays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in the town centre. Why not choose a few extra pieces with 
your weekly       shopping and help families in real need. 

Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving webpage is rapidly approaching the 
£9,500 marker!! Help them get to £10,000!           Thank you all for your great generosity. 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                         Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

COVID UPDATE FOR THE PARISH 
Following the lifting of Government restrictions in England on 19th July, we would like to clarify our 
approach in the parish. In the spirit of “Festina Lente” and encouraged by Bishop John, the parish 
clergy team plan to continue to seek the help of our wonderful stewards at Masses and services in 
the parish.  To enable people to continue to feel safe in church, we will retain the current layout of 
our seating, continuing to enable social distancing. We also request that adults continue to wear 
face coverings and sanitize their hands before entering church.  We will continue with these 
measures until the end of August when we will review them.  


