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Jesus speaks in the Gospel to-
day of the Word of God being
like a seed falling into the
ground. The growth of the
seed depends very much on
the kind of soil into which it is
sown; if the soil is good, it will
produce a rich harvest.

I am sure we can recall words that have
been said to us perhaps from many
years ago, that touched our hearts and
we can still recall them to this day. Per-
haps words said by someone else or
words that fouched us in prayer, some
words that just come to us, which could
well be from God:

It's the same with the words we hear;
words can be powerful and can bring
comfort, inspire, teach, challenge cor-
rect and change a life... or it can come
to nothing. It is completely dependent
on the attitude of the one who receives
it ~ do they really listen? Having a shal-
low mind or a hard heart, being preoc-
cupied with worldly things, suffering
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persecution are all obstacles
to growth in faith. However,
the Lord will never give up on
us, never give up leading us on
the right path to eternal sal-
vation. Church and school are
places where we first hear the

wwor‘d of God but perhaps the

most fertile ground is the family home.
especially in the day-to-day sacrifices
that are made to us by our parents or
those that bring us up, are the most
powerful way that God's word is spoken
to us.

The Word of God comes to us a friend.
It is a sign of God's love for us.
Through his word, God calls us to a
fuller and more fruitful life. If we re-
fuse to receive God's word or if we re-
ceive it but do not act upon then we are
missing out on something truly good and
wholesome. If we do listen to it then we
will find true fulfilment in this life be-
cause we will be in tune with God's will
for us.

PLANNING MEETING FOR PARISH GARDEN PARTY—THIS WEEK

The next Social and Fundraising Meeting will be at St Mary’s presbytery on Tuesday 14th July at 7pm. At this
meeting we will plan the annual Garden party, for which we will agree a date, collect ideas, decide on what
to offer and arrange to have people in place. The Garden Party has been an enjoyable, sociable day with
fun, laughter and food, and both helpers and party-goers have a good afternoon. All are welcome.

THANK YOU - PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMVE

We send our warmest thanks to Fr Davd, Fr Theo, the catechists, the school staff, and everyone who has
supported our children through this wonderful stage of their spiritual growth. Please keep them all in your

prayers.

STRUNG SUNG SUPPER 20TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT

Thanks to all who came from Burnley to this event in Moston, North Manchester. The atmosphere, the mak-
ing new friends, seeing Fr Job, the dancing, the delicious food, the great singing, and much more
contributed to making it an unforgettable evening. Thanks to all who contributed in anyway to the success of
this most enjoyable event. The band have been invited back to St Dunstan’s next year which is brilliant.




helped with the Parish Sacramental Programme,
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BRASS BAND CONCERT - THANK You

The concert at St Mary’s was a wonderful success, music enjoyed by everyone who came.. Our thanks go to
the band members and everyone who helped organise and run the event. A great musical evening.

CAFOD NEws— VENEZUELA APPEAL
The situation continues to be dreadful, so the need for your donations, if you are able, continues.
Donate online via the CAFOD website at:

https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies/venezuela-earthquake-appeal OR 2) via phone by calling
0303 303 3030 (9.30am-5.30pm, M-F) OR 3) Make a cash donation in an envelope marked “CAFOD Vene-
zuela Earthquake Appeal” and placing it the offertory collection.

Many thanks for all your previous support and God be with the people of Venezuela.

DATES FOR NOTING; DETAILS WILL BE GIVEN NEARER THE TIME.

* Parish hike around Hurstwood and Gorple Moor; this five-mile hike will be held on Sunday 19th
July meeting at 12.45pm at Worsthorne village centre.

. Parish Day Trip to St Annes on sea Tuesday 25th August.

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE CHARITY CYCLE RIDE
The Lourdes Children and Families Trust has over 10 years experience of supporting families to enjoy pil-
grimage holidays in Lourdes. We prioritise families with special needs who travel as part of a pilgrimage
community of families creating memories and friendships that last a lifetime.

to Lourdes. A further 6 will be cycling all the way from Salford Diocese to meet the main pelo-
ton in France. All cyclists are self-funding, have donated their own time and money to the
cause and most will also act as volunteers during the pilgrimage.. (BN« FEe
Any donation you can make towards this cause would be grateful received. To donate please visit https://
www.justgiving.com/page/sam-walsh-4 or scan the QR code

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME— IMPORTANT UPDATE

Thanks to all who support the Bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which will continue each
week. Since changes to the National Lottery, we will use the first of the two draws as our source for
our Bonus Ball. So in the light of the above information, the winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday was
number 37 Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows:
St John’s: ~ Veronica St Mary’s: ~ Lynne Christ the King: ~ Rollover
Please collect your prizes from the appropriate presbytery

KSC EVENTS AT NELSON KSC CLuB
There are some great events on the horizon, and everyone is warmly invited to come along and support the
work of the Knights of St. Columba.
Inter-Parish Quiz Night Friday 24th July starting at 8.00pm.Current champions: Parish of the Good Sa-
maritan. There will be FREE pie and peas for all participants.
British Heart Foundation Charity Afternoon on Sunday 26th July. Entertainment by vocalist Mike
Lester. £3 admission. Have enjoyable afternoon while helping to raise funds for a very worthy cause.

: POPE LEO'S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JuLy 2026
o For Respect for Human Life

¢ Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as
L / a gift from God.
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MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 13TH JULY TO SUNDAY 19TH JuLYy 2026
Please note the changes this week
Monday St Henry
9.30am Mass at St Mary’s School followed by Toast and Drinks for all
NB Only one Mass today

EXPOSITION:

9.15am Mass at Christ the King School the Blessed Sacrament
12.00 noon St John’s starting 30 minutes before

the Masses Monday to Fri-

Wednesday St Bonaventure day. (Except before funerals)

9.30am Christ the King  NB Only one Mass today
11.00am Funeral Service at St Mary’s for Mark Evans RIP
Thursday Our Lady of Mount Carmel
9.15am Mass at St John’s School. NB Only one Mass today
Friday Weekday
12.00 noon St Mary’s preceded by Exposition and Reconciliation from 11.30 to 11.55am
Saturday Weekday
9.30 St Mary's (See item below) 10.45 to 1130am Exposition & Recondiliation at St Mary’s
5.15pm to 5.55pm St John’s Reconciliation and Exposition
Vigil Masses
6.00pm St. John’s
6.30pm St. Mary's

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christ the King: 9.15am 5.00pm
St. Mary’s: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St. John’s: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)
Q&tay with us Kord on our journgy

Fr David’s Anniversary of Ordination: Please remember Fr David in your prayers on the 33rd
anniversary of his ordination. Thank you for all your years of ministry to us and throughout the Diocese.

sPPo, CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER
Yo “ You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank
and inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust:

#r\'®  The Good Samaritan Parish. Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME
If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Commun-
ion in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr. David to arrange things.

WEEKLY COLLECTION: The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the
parish for weekend of 4/5 july for £1617.71, for which many thanks.

o FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES, OLD ENGLISH COINS AND NOTES, MEDALS AND GOLD

> If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back
of each church. Thank you to all those concerned which is greatly appreciated.

Healey Mount Burnley 3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU Bracewell St Burnley

: Clergy Team :
: Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
: Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007 :
: Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com :
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
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