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In today's Gospel, the im-
pending birth of Jesus pre-
sents Joseph with an impos-
sible human dilemma. Mary, o
his betrothed wife, is found
to be with child before they /‘
have lived together. Under »
the Jewish law of Moses this
situation could have led to public dis-
grace or even severe punishment for
Mary. Joseph, however, is a man of integ-
rity and compassion, he proposes a kind
solution to the dilemma. This highlights
the human dimension of the story of the
Incarnation: ordinary people grappling
with difficult and confusing circumstanc-
es.

It is vital for our salvation and fulfilment
of Scripture that Jospeh is on board. It
will enable Jesus to be brought up ina
normal, respectable family. Joseph is a
relative of King David so Jesus can be
rightly called Son of David. As an eternal
king, Jesus will fulfil the prophecy given
to David that one of his relatives will be
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5§ an eternal king. So getting
491 Joseph on board was so cru-
W8 cial to the Incarnation and

p i our salvation.

M Wl It is into this very human

* confusion that God

| "intervenes". An angel
appears to Joseph ina
dream, revealing the divine plan: the
child is conceived by the Holy Spirit and
is the fulfilment of the prophecy that a
virgin shall bear a son, Emmanuel, mean-
ing "God is with us". Joseph's response is
a model of faith and humble obedience.
He doesn't question or object; he simply
acts, immediately and directly, as the an-
gel commanded.

Mary and Joseph are our companions on
this 4th Sunday of Advent. May they al-
ways inspire us to bring to God the situa-
tions in our own lives that are challenging
and unclear, so that his wisdom and grace
may help us and guide us on the right
path to take.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Fr Theo and Fr David thank you for your support and Rindness to us
" o[l year round. We thank you also for you good wishes, cards and gifts

S B for Christmas. May the light of Christ’s birth bring peace to your hearts

| and joy to your homes this Christmas. As we celebrate the arrival of the

Prince of Peace, we pray that God's grace sustains you and your loved ones throughout the

coming year. We looR forward to celebrating the season with you at our upcoming Masses and

services. A very blessed and happy Christmas to all. Fr Theo and Fr David

CHRISTMAS MASSES AND SERVICES IN THE PARISH
The programme of celebrations for each church is on page 4 of the Newsletter.
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‘ MASS INTENTIONS

Lately Dead: Patricia Bradley, Trevor Merrett, Joan
Preston, Gary Townley, Michael Walsh, Sarah Philips,
David Hargreaves, Nora Elaine Scott, Eileen Seddon,

Harker, Francis and Bridie O'Hara, John Entwistle,
deceased members of Fleming family, Geraldine
Tolan, Barty Fleming, Mary and Albert Lawson, Mary
Fleming, Gerard Boland, Michael Boland, Mick
Campion, Myra Walne, Ada and Clifford Walsh,
Rosemary and Eddie Campion, David and John

Wilkinson, Christine Ostle, Frank Donnelly, Joan and
Steve Lawrenson, Deceased family and friends, Mary
Morris, James, Maureen and John Whitehead,
Gonzales and Summers families. Mary and Peter
Coyne, The Whittaker & Robinson families, Paul
Spencer, Sally Lalor, Seamus Lalor,

Christopher McKnight, Eileen Duignan, Michael
Arcangelo

Anniversaries: Jacqui Williamson-Clee, Margaret
Williamson, Patrick Gaughan, Bridie O'Hara, Steve
Lawrenson, Dougie Clegg, Doris Hephrun, John
Cavanagh, Catherine Boland, Stephen Gleeson,

In Memoriam: Anna and Leo Ward , the Murray
family

Birthday Memoriam: Thomas Mulrooney, Martin
Mulrooney, Lilian Robinson, Rosemary Mulrooney, P
Rosemary Camion, Paula Giltrow. Dugie Clegg, @ﬁ?
Other intentions: In thanks for prayers answered,

Marie Evans. Maureen and Seamus,

Christmas Intentions: Thomas McAleese Ellen

Goms LoD Jsus Coms!

GOOD SAMARITAN SVP CONFERENCE

B Christmas greetings from the Good Samaritan SVP Conference. The next meeting will be on Mon-

2 A day January 5th at 1.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms.
=t The Conference has been very busy over the past few weeks. We have bought and filled twenty-
seven large food bags with non perishable items of food and goodies and these have been dis-
tributed around our Parish to the needy families of some of our school children. Another family who re-
quired help and are expecting a baby shortly have been given a pram, Moses basket and stand and
many other needed items donated from St John’s s school. A nearly-new baby carrier was donated from
a parishioner and the Conference has bought the necessary items of clothing, nappies and bedding
needed for a new baby.
The Advent Housebound Mass took place last Saturday December 13th and was a great success and enjoyed
by all who attended. Pie and peas were served afterward followed by Klaus’s famous trifle then mince pies
and Christmas cake and of course there was sherry and a free raffle. Well over a £1.000 has been spent on
these projects.

SAVE YOR STAMPS FOR CHARITY
As the Christmas cards arrive through the door please remember to save your stamps. When you cut them
off leave an inch of space around the stamp. The stamps support a multitude of charities including- Guide &
Support Dogs, Age Uk, Breast Cancer, MND to name but a few. Post them into the envelope at the back of
church. Many Thanks

POPE LEO'S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER
For Christians living in areas of war or conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope

FR THEO’S JOURNEY TO PRIESTHOOD

Fr Theo has an excellent and very readable article on the Diocesan website. It's a lovely insight into how our
new Assistant Priest has followed his vocation. Enjoy and share his journey at:
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/fr-theo-sharrock/

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which
will continue each week. The winning Bonus ball for last Wednesday was number 36. Con-
gratulations to this week’s winners:
St John’s ~ Myles St Mary’s ~ Christ the King ~ Helen
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.




CHRISTMAS DECORATION VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED AT ST MARY's—COME AND JOIN THE FUN!D
THIS SUNDAY AT 11.45AM (TODAY!)
Come and shake out the tinsel, set the stars on the tree, and the angels amid the holly! Our
usual team is down in numbers so we do need your help please! Why not pop into the
Parish Rooms for a brew and a biscuit after Mass then come and help create the bright and
cheery decorations in our beautiful church amongst friends. Thank you!

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS:
¥ ; \| ACTION NEEDED — AND— THANK YOU CELEBRATION
¥ j\t“w Thanlf you for your continued hard work, support and dedicatior!! )Ne are
» reaching out to all volunteers for two purposes! If you do any ministry or

Calling All Volunteerst \,o1untary work for the parish please read on.

VOLUNTER REGISTER—ACTION
It has been two years since the last survey, and it is nhow time to update our volunteer register, for all
three churches. Forms are available at the back of each church. If you are involved in any activities or
Ministries, kindly take a form, fill it out, and place it in the designated box at the back of the church.

Thank you.

PARISH THANKSGIVING MASS FOR VOLUNTTEERS—3RD JANUARY 2026
Next year’s parish Mass of Thanksgiving for all those who have a role or a ministry in the parish will be
celebrated at 12 Noon in the Christmas Season, at St Mary’s church on Saturday 3rd January
followed by a lunch in the parish rooms for all present. To help us with catering purposes, if you have a
ministry or a role and intend to be present, please place your name on the list at the back of each of the
three churches by no later than Sunday 28th December.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2026
We are now able to proceed with the Parish Sacramental Programme for the Baptised RC children currently
in year 3 or above. The initial meeting for parents/carers only, will be held at St. Mary's Church
at 6.30pm on Thursday 22nd January 2026. During this information meeting, we will outline your
child's Sacramental journey which will lead to the children being prepared to celebrate Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion. This meeting will also allow Parents/Carers to book their time slots for the next
meeting, which will be a one-to-one appointment for the child and their Parents/Carers with a Priest and a
Catechist.
The dates set aside for these early evening appointments are as follows: 26th January St Mary's children,
3rd February St John's children, 9th & 10th February Christ the King children. Following these one-to-one
appointments, Parents will then receive full details of all, further meetings and celebrations. If you have any
questions, please contact Fr.David.

A THoOUusAND KSC THANK You's

The Grand Knight (Tom Wilkinson) and all Brothers of KSC Council 110 would just like to
@ say a huge thank you to everyone of you for you amazing support over the last 12months.
Also a special thank you for your most recent support at the Christmas Cracker where we
managed to raise £700 and the Christmas Draw where we raised over £550!

Without your continued support none of this could have been done, so Thank you..

CAFOD NEws DECEMBER 2025

CAF D | Our CAFOD group wish all our parishioners a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and express their
et | thanks for the wonderful support in donations, campaigns and prayers throughout the year.
Your support enables CAFOD's local partners to get to work all over the world. They don't tell
people what they need - they are led by the communities they work with, and by the local partners already
present and trusted in the area. It is those local partners who have the best possible understanding of the
challenges and opportunities of their communities. By supporting them, as they share their expertise and
empower the skills of their communities, CAFOD knows your gifts are being put to the best possible use.
CAFOD works with people from all backgrounds and of all faiths, and none, so that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to flourish.

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion in their
home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr. David to arrange things.




MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2025
Please note the changes this week

Monday Advent Weekaday

9.30am Funeral Mass at St Mary'’s for Eileen Seddon Rip
Tuesday Advent Weekday

9.30am St Mary’s 11.45am Mass St John's

1.00pm Funeral Service at St John’s for Trevor Merrett RIP
Wednesday Advent weekday 9.30am Mass at Christ the King

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Wednesday 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE
First Mass of Christmas A M el ol
, asses will be preceded with a
g =l Service of Carols and Readings starting
7.00pm St Mary’s 30 minutes before the start of Mass.
12.00 Midnight Mass Christ the King St John’s 5.30pm St Mary’s 6.30pm
11.30pm Christ the King
Thursday 25th December CHRISTMAS DAY
9.15am Christ the King 10.00am St Mary’s 10.45am St John’s
Friday St Stephen
11.00am St Mary’s NB: NO Exposition and Reconciliation today

Saturday St John the Evangelist
9.30am St. Mary's, Exposition with Reconciliation from 10.30am to 11.30am
Vigil Masses
6.00pm St. John's preceded by Reconciliation with Exposition from 5.15 to 5.55pm
6.30m St. Mary’s

Sunday Holy Family of Jesus , Mary and Joseph
Christ the King: 9.15am and 5.00pm
St. Mary's: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website.
St. John's: 10.45am

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

B ¥ EXPOSITION:
w é "fs There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes
g “3".“ 4 before the Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday Saturday.

WEEKLY COLLECTION

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for
weekend of 13/14th December was £1449.74, for which, many thanks.

Clergy Team

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
: Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
: Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

: Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk

Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist
Healey Mount Burnley 3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU Bracewell St Burnley


http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

