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FR DAVID’'S REFLECTION ON THE WEEKEND LITURGY

Easter is all about the triumph |
of life over death. At times
Death can seem to be the most
powerful force at work in our
lives, to the point that we can
let it overshadow everything
else in life. We often think of
our own mortality and the death of our
loved ones as final and devastating. With
our Easter faith we should see beyond our
current reality and be open fo what is yet
to come.

You would like to think that all the apostles
who had witnessed at close hand the minis-
try of Jesus with his teaching, his mira-
cles, and parables would be flawless in
their faith in him. However it's human to
forget and like Thomas we can often for-
get all the blessings that can come our way.
We should nevertheless be grateful to
Thomas for having the honesty and integri-
ty to say that he was not convinced. When
Jesus appears to him 8 days later he gets
his chance and he takes it. Thomas then

“My:Lord and ‘fny God!”

has his questions and doubts an-
#A swered by the Risen Lord, who is
W& completely patient, understanding,
gentle and kind with him. We have
to remember that for the apos-
tles Good Friday was a very dark
and bleak day. For them their
hopes were shattered; all they had experi-
enced for the previous three years seemed
to all go down the drain. It was obviously a
big stumbling block for Thomas to get
through. He then goes on o make an enor-
mous leap of faith declaring Jesus to be
his Lord and his God.

On this Divine Mercy Sunday, may we allow
the Lord to be gentle and merciful with us.
May we let him gently lead us beyond our
questions and doubts into confidently pro-
claiming with Thomas that Jesus is Our
Lord and Our God.

Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

THANK YOU AND HAPPY EASTER TO OUR PRIESTS
We have benefitted from a series of excellent uplifting services over the Triduum and Easter.
We, the parish, send our enormous thanks to Fr David and Fr Damien for all their devotion and
hard work in preparation and the celebration of the services. We are blessed to have such
dedicated and supportive priests. Thank you for all your hard work

DEANERY WALK IN THE EASTER SEASON

Priests and people from the parishes of our deanery are walking to St Mary’s, Burnley on Saturday
afternoon 14™ May. Our role in the event be will greet them with light refreshments from 2pm in

the parish room and then Fr David will lead us in a short liturgy in St Mary’s church at 3.30pm.
Please volunteer to help with refreshments and hospitality by contacting Fr David tel
422007

Thank You!

CHURCH STEWARDS: Huge thanks to our stewards for their continuing support for our attendance at

the parish masses and services




Anniversaries: John Bainbridge, Winniefred
Towler (Nee Gilbert), Dougie Clegg, Maureen
MASS INTENTIONS Tiernan, Mary Fleming.

Other intentions: for someone undergoing
Lately Dead: Fr Pat Quinlan, Geoff

cancer treatment,
Knowles, Dorothy Wilson, Elsie Long, In Memoriam: Deceased members of
Michael Hynes, Teresa Sagar, Irene

Fleming and Murray families,
Higson, Michael Horrocks, Haris Dean Birthday memorial: Marie Greenwood,
(aged 5yrs), Margaret Hope, Deacon

Joe Lord
Jack Foxall, Jack Devine,

SUNDAY SINGERS AT ST JOHN'Ss 10.45 MAss
The Good Samaritan 10.45am Sunday Singers are on the move - to the FRONT of
church and if you enjoy singing you are very welcome to move closer. Our aim is to S
begin singing, hopefully in the right key, along with the live and recorded music to help k“i T i
all to be able to join in! There's also vacancies for any musical instruments you may

like to bring along. We also have a pool of parish instruments available - recorders, keyboard, guitar
and even a cello!!

— Pope Francis' Prayer for April Stay with
a ﬁ@ Health Care Workers ws Lora

A A We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the -

e " elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately .

T supported by governments and local communities. el

APF RED BOXES
ST JoHN’s: Can you please bring your Red Boxes or donations, clearly marked, to church and pass
them to any of the stewards.. Thank you.
CHRIST THE KING Please call Stephen and Francesca on 07593 854661 or 07874 882132 to ar-

range collection, or bring your boxes to Church if possible. Last year you donated a total of £2,200 to this
wonderful cause - a magnificent achievement!

ST MARY’s GIFT-AID AND NON-GIFT AID ENVELOPES
~ The envelopes will be available for collection on 24™ April and the following week-

.-.» end at the 10am Mass after St Mary’s. It does not matter if your weekly envelopes are a

—— bit late, please be assured that your donations will still be gratefully received.
Tax-payers should consider using Gift Aid envelopes which are numbered 1 to 50: non-tax-payers need to
kindly use the envelopes numbered 51 to 80. Please ensure that if you take Gift Aid envelopes, that you also
collect, complete and return to the presbytery a gift aid declaration form which is required before we can re-
claim the tax. For more information please contact Maureen on 07971 806 157. Thank you.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank and inform
them that payment should now be made as follows:

QVDO‘
Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. “m”z‘:"a‘
Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640 Thank you. o e

CovID GUIDANCE IN OUR CHURCHES
In accordance with Advice from the Bishops of England and Wales we have very recently introduced
some relaxations to Covid regulations in the parish:
~ We continue to request that adults wear face coverings and sanitize their hands before entering
church.
~ Holy Communion can again be received in the hand or in the mouth.
~ Qur stewards will continue to welcome us and cleanse the church.
~ The Distribution of Holy Communion will revert to how it was pre-Pandemic (i.e. Processing from
the front and unsupervised by the stewards)
~ Please say ‘Amen’ when receiving Holy Communion.




UPDATE ON ST MARY’S REPAIRS: ‘RETURN’ MASS AND REFRESHMENTS AND PLEA FOR HELP

At the time of writing we have every confidence that the work at st Mary’s is on schedule, and will
re-open for the Mass this weekend—10.00am on 24th April.

First Mass: We hope to have the first Mass since the closure, in St Mary’s church at 10am
on Sunday 24" April. This Mass will be followed by refreshments in the parish rooms for those
present: these will be donated by the Catenians. As promised, we will continue to keep you posted.

Cleaning Help: If you're reading this on Friday, we would like a team of parishioners to be availa-
ble to clean the church from 10.30am on Saturday 23" April in order to be ready to reopen
the following day. We envisage this cleaning to only take up to two hours.

PARISH BEREAVEMENT MASS
It's been over 2years now since we have gathered together in prayer and sympathy with -
those who have previously suffered the loss of a Loved one. Sadly, over this time our num- =&
bers have grown as time and Covid have called many to the Lord. Happily on Saturday
30th April at 12noon in St John's Church we will once again come together to cele-
brate Mass and pray for our departed loved one and for consolation. Please share this infor-
mation with those you know who would like to join us. Mass with be in St John's church, where
there are and facilities for any-one in a wheel chair etc. Following Mass we will have refreshments
and companionship in the parish hall. Every one is most welcome to join us.

SERVICE FOR PEACE

You are invited to come together to pray for peace across our world. The Service will )
take place at Christ the King church on Sunday 1% May from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. It will //j
include: 5(3 =
~ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament ~ Short, thoughtful readings ~ _

~ Relevant quotations from the Gospel ~ Time for personal prayer. Y

All are welcome.

KSC CHARITY CONCERT

 As the Knights continue to raise monies for charities they now present a Fundraising
> Concert. It will featuring the top vocal star Alex Gardner on Friday 20th May at

- 8.00pm The KSC 110 Club, Yorkshire St, Bumley Tickets £6.00 (ind light refreshments).
Contact Pat for tickets (07947 151 931)

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGES

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham: will be on Saturday 7" May. For information please contact our
Deanery organiser: Andrea Braithwaite 07956218632

Young persons pilgrimage to Walsingham: will be on 6th to 7th May. This costs £50 and is for young
people in Years 7, 8 and 9. The price includes travel and overnight accommodation and joining the Dioce-
san Pilgrimage on the Saturday. Please see flier at the back of church and for more information please con-
tact Lorraine at the Diocesan Youth Office

The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace

Daily Prayer for Peace in Ukraine through worldly means. A parishioner has sug-

As the days and weeks pass it is clear that the
need for peace in the world is great, and at the

same time there is little sign that it will happen

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME
Following the end of “lockdown”, Eucharistic Ministers are now once more able to visit people in
their own home in order to give Holy Communion to anyone who is unable to come to church. All
our ministers have been DBS checked and will have taken precautions to ensure they do not car-
ry the COVID virus. If you know of anyone who would like to receive Holy Communion, please
ask the person’s permission and then give their name, address and phone number to either of
our priests. We will then make contact by phone to arrange when we can visit.

gested that we each ask God’s help for the situ-
ation in Ukraine by saying te Our Father at
9.00pm every evening. Until the war ends.




MASSES AND SERVICES IN THE COMING WEEK
St Mary’s will reopen for services during the coming week. This means that there are significant
changes to the location and timing of the Masses and services. Please check carefully .
Monday St Mark, Evangelist
25th April 11.00am Funeral Mass for Elsie Long RIP at St Mary's
7.00pm Christ the King
Tuesday St George, Martyr and Patron of England

26th April 10.00am Funeral Mass for Charles Collins RIP at St Mary’s “The Eucharist
12.00 Noon Mass at St John’s is the source and

Wednesday Easter Wee!(day . il oftﬁ .

27th April 9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John's . ,
10.00am Funeral Mass for Margaret Gaughan at St Mary’s Christian life “

Thursday: St Peter Chanel Pope John-Paul II

28th April 9.30am St Mary'’s 10.00am St John’s

Friday St Catherine of Siena

29th April 9.30am Christ the King 12.00 Noon St Mary's

Saturday St Pius V

30th April 9.30am St Mary’s Bereavement Mass at 12.00 noon at St John’s
Vigil Masses: 6.00pm St John's 6.30pm St Mary’s**

Sunday: 1st May: Third Sunday of Easter
9.15 and 5.00pm Christ the King 9.30am and 10.45am St John’s** St Mary’s 10.00am**
2.30pm Service for Peace at Christ the King

** Key changes which following from the reopening of St Mary’s and will become part
of the ‘new’ routine for the parish.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
There will be Exposition as follows: The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
¢+  Weekdays: For 30 minutes before weekday || available as follows:
Mass (Mon —Fri), except before Funerals. Friday: 11.30—11.55am at St Mary’s
. Saturdays at St Mary’s 10.30am to 11.30am || ¢ Saturday: 10.30—11.30am at St Mary’s
(at the same time as Reconciliation) . Saturday: 5.15pm—5.55pm at St John's

FOODBANK—GIVING IN CASH OR IN KIND!

Sadly the need for the Foodbank is likely to grow, so the appeal has to continue. There are lots of
places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-perishables please unless it's oranges. All the
‘big” supermarkets and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do Barclays, Lloyds, and Nationwide
banks in the town centre. Why not choose a few extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you can
afford, and help families in great need.

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving by making
one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving webpage has passed
the £11.600 marker!! Well done young'uns!! You can donate cash at St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a
clearly marked envelope. This led to £70.00 being donated during February.

Thank you all for your great and continuing generosity.

Clergy Team
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Assistant: Fr Damien Louden St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk  Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
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