
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

3RD MARCH 2024   YEAR B 

In overturning the tables 
of the money changers in 
the temple in today’s gos-
pel, Jesus was asking for 
an end to the old accept-
ed order and to welcome 
the ushering in of a new 
order. As Christians, we 
believe that in the 
cleansing of the temple, it was God 
entering his own house and demon-
strating in a very powerful and dra-
matic way that things needed to rad-
ically change.  
Lent is a time to change the priori-
ties of our own lives. It’s a time for a 
spring cleaning of our hearts and 
souls  for a cleansing and ridding us 
of all that is not pleasing to Christ. 
We are temples of the Holy Spirit 
through our baptism when we wel-
comed the Holy Spirit of Jesus into 
our bodies. I believe that Jesus is 
asking us to allow the Holy Spirit to 
overturn the accepted order in our 
own lives  where, through the chal-
lenges of daily life, selfishness and 
sin have been in control of the tem-

ple of our lives. We need to 
allow the Holy Spirit to drive 
out all that is not holy, all 
that is not of God, or life-
giving from our own selves 
and our own lives. What will 
remain will be a new order 
where Christ himself is in 
control of our lives. The Holy 

Spirit should create in us a zeal and 
enthusiasm to live the new command-
ments of Christ: the commandments 
of love; to bring his Gospel alive by 
being “Spiritually poor, pure in heart 
and genuine peacemakers.” 

Lent is a time for a change of heart, 
for repentance and for conversion 
and contrition. It is not easy to know 
ourselves so much that we are confi-
dent at spotting the areas of our 
lives that need to change and to be 
cleansed of all that is unholy, unclean 
and unhealthy for our souls. It takes 
time, patience and courage. Half the 
battle is just allowing the Holy Spirit 
to shine his light of truth upon all 
the unclean areas of lives that are 
just lingering in the darkness. 

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

CARITAS PARISH APPEAL—THANK YOU 
Very many thanks for the wonderful response to the Caritas Sunday Appeal.  Your most generous donations will 
be used across the Diocese of Salford to support the vital work which Caritas carries out in our communities. 
The link on the Caritas page on the parish website takes you to the Caritas home page with current information 
about Caritas Salford, including the 'Every Step Challenge for 2024'. 

COFFEE MORNING AT ST MARY’S—CANCELLED SUNDAY 3RD MARCH 
We’ve had to cancel the Coffee Morning because of the BFC match at 1.00pm, and the congestion 
on the car park. Apologies.  Back to usual next weekend. 



 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your bank 
and inform them that  payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Diocesan Trust: 
The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640      Thank you. 

AFTERNOON TEA WITH A TOUCH OF GREEN!  

The Tea will be in St Mary’s Parish Rooms at 12.30pm on Wednesday 20th March, with a theme of 
St Patrick’s Day, so show a touch of green on the day. Cost is £8 per person. It’s a highly rated   
afternoon, and very popular—good food and company— so book early please. There will be a list at 
the back of St Mary’s church, or you can call Elaine on 413127. 

MONDAY MORNING MASS AT ST. MARY’S  

We’re back to normal—tea and toast after the 9.30am Mass. Enjoy! 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation will be celebrated by each Deanery throughout the Diocese.     
Bishop John will celebrate the Sacrament for St John Vianney Deanery at St. 
Mary’s church, Burnley on Tuesday 25th June. Young people living in the parish, 
who are in school year 8, or older, and who have been through the parish    
Sacramental Programme are eligible to be prepared to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. If you are interested please contact Fr David by 24th 
March , who will give you a letter providing details of the programme of cat-

echesis as well as an Application Form. We will also be promoting the Sacrament through Blessed  
Trinity Catholic College.  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

LENT 2024 

During Lent we are called to prepare ourselves for Our Lord’s passion, death 
and Resurrection. We focus on the three Lenten areas of prayer, self sacrifice 
and giving as we prepare. The parish offers a number of support opportunities 
to help us on our journey. 

LENTEN DEANERY STATION MASSES 

The remaining two Masses will be celebrated at 7pm on Thursdays of Lent as follows:  

7th March at St James the Less, Rawtenstall;   14th March Sacred Heart, Colne.                         
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available from 6.15pm.  

Please support Fr David as our Dean and our Parish Priest. 

“Walk with Me” Lenten booklets and Calendars  

These resources, available at the back of each church,  lead us through Lent 
with prayers and contemplations, as we help prepare ourselves.  

Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross will be celebrated in a different church in the parish each week of Lent. 
The next of these will be at St John’s at 6.00pm on Monday 4th March. 

Early Morning  Lenten Friday Mass 

As from Friday 16th February, Mass will be celebrated at 6.30am each Friday of Lent at St Mary’s 
followed by breakfast in the parish rooms for those present.  

LENTEN MASS AT BLESSED TRINITY COLLEGE 

Blessed Trinity College is having a Lenten Mass every Monday at 8.00am.  Everyone welcome. 



 

Lately Dead: John Cavanagh, Terry Long, Joe 
and Dorothy McKean,  Marcella Varey, Michael 
Kilburn, Anne Elizabeth Lister, John Fahey,  
Christine Isobel Chadwick.  

Anniversaries: Peter Coyne, Teresa Carter, Al-
bert Fell, Agnes Fletcher, John Bainbridge, Mar-

garet Melling,  

Other Intentions: Mary Parkinson, Sr Mary 
Magdalene, (Platinum jubilee), Very special in-
tention, For a successful operation. 

In Memoriam: George and Elizabeth Lister, 
Kathleen and Bob Beckett,  Jack Beckett and 
family,  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH BONUS BALLGAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. 
The winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 7th February was number 51 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Veronica St Mary’s ~ Tony Christ the King ~ roll over 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK, IRELAND 

Sunday 7th April (from Liverpool airport) to Friday 12th April 2024. 

Package includes: Flight with 10kg Check In Hold Luggage; 5 night’s Dinner Bed & Breakfast basis 
in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport. Lunch on 3 Days. All entertainment, excursions and guided tours. 

Cost: £899 pp (sharing) Single room supplement on enquiry. Contact: Patricia Tel: 01268 762 278 

Mob: 07740 175 557 knockpilgrimages@gmail.com. 

“THE BIG PICTURE” 

The Big Picture is the title of our new DVD course which is an Inspirational Bible Course. The course 
consists of 12 sessions, which will take place on the 2nd Friday of each month. This will be held in St 
Mary’s parish Rooms at 12.30pm. The next meeting will be THIS Friday 8th March. 

CAFOD NEWS FEBRUARY 2024  

Family Fast Day 

Thank you to Fr David and Fr Job for celebrating the CAFOD Mass on Family Fast Day. 
The soup lunch was well attended and raised a wonderful £137.50 for CAFOD. Thank 
you to all those who took part. 

SAFEGUARDING AT ST MARY’S 

The new Safeguarding Representatives for St Mary’s are Diane Orrell and Carol Biddulph.  Both 
are working hard to ensure every volunteer with a role who requires a DBS within St Mary’s has 
an existing DBS or needs a DBS renewal. There will be a sheet at the back of Church over the 
next couple of weeks. If you currently have a role at St Mary’s whatever the role is 
please could you kindly provide your name and the role you undertake so we can ensure each 
volunteer has a DBS if required for your role.  If your role requires a DBS and you do not have one we 
shall be in contact over the next coming weeks.     Thank you for your assistance.  

UPCOMING PARISH CELEBRATIONS!! 

Easter Eggtravaganza Sunday April 7th we're thinking muffins and bacon / sausage butties, 
tombola mini auction,  and an Easter Bonnet parade - aimed at the "younger end" however do re-
member we are all "Children of God"  - there will be prizes!! 

The Summer Sizzler this year is Sunday July 7th - where we ask anyone who can entertain 
us, paint faces, run raffles...... actually just about everything is welcome......! 

Both celebrations are based at St Johns beginning after Sunday Mass with the aim to bring our 
whole parish community together socially whilst raising funds. Both celebrations are at the early 
planning stage and if you would like to offer anything—especially time—please let Margaret P 07751 
025178 know.           Thanks! 



 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery store targeted for 
those people who are having difficul-
ties in the cost of living crisis. You pay 
a registration fee of £5 for the year, 

and can then shop weekly (or more often if need be) for £4 
per visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about £20/£30 in any 
other supermarket. The two shops are 1) in the shopping 
centre square above New Look, and 2) Valley St near the 
cemetery. They’re open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 
4.30pm. Just drop in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are 

asked to continue to put food into the collection point in 
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site 
for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept 
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the 
presbytery letterbox.   

Thank you all! 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 4TH MARCH  TO SUNDAY 10TH MARCH 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     St Casimir 

   9.30am St Mary’s  NB: Only one Mass today. 

   6.00pm Stations of the Cross at St John’s    

Tuesday  Lent Weekday  

   12.00 noon St John’s  NB: Only one Mass today.  

Wednesday Lent Weekday  

   9.30am Christ the King NB: Only one Mass today.  

Thursday  Ss Perpetua and Felicity  

  10.00am St John’s   NB: Only one Mass today. 

  7.00pm Deanery Lenten Station Mass St James the Less Rawtenstall 

Friday  St John of God  

    6.30am Lenten Mass at St Mary’s  

   10.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for Terry Long RIP 

   NB: there will be no Reconciliation and Exposition at St Mary’s today. 

Saturday   Lenten Weekday 

   9.30am St. Mary’s  10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  4th Sunday of Lent  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and 5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

Please support Fr David, as both our Parish Priest and our Dean, by attending the     
Lenten Station Mass on Thursday in Rawtenstall if you can. Thank you. 

Though we see that waves of violence succeed in drowning the fire of Christian love, love must 

win out; it is the only thing that can. Let us not tire of preaching love.  

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before each 
weekday Mass, Mon-
day to Friday (Except 

before Funerals) 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

St Oscar Romero 


