
 

In today’s Gospel we see Jesus 
calling the fishermen as his dis-
ciples and in doing so he is also 
preparing for the fulfilment of 
his mission as it is on these four 
men and 8 others that God’s res-
cue plan for humanity will be 
founded. Fishermen, perhaps have qualities 
that even on paper measure up to what he 
was looking for to complete his mission. 
They are strong characters, courageous, 
prepared to suffer and naturally be faith-
filled  people who believe and trust in God 
for their very livelihood. So they have a 
lot to offer but they also have a lot to give 
up too.  
Therefore in the calling of the first disci-
ples, we see how He graciously offers an 
invitation to those whom he wants to serve 
him. he offers them a purpose, he promis-
es his faithfulness and he promises them 
salvation. They had plenty to leave behind; 
a livelihood, a business, a family, stability, 

some control over their lives.  How-
ever amazingly they were ready and 
willing to follow this itinerant 
preacher. Maybe they were moved 
to respond because they knew it was 
the work of God.  
We too are called to follow the Lord 

in our own lives. As people of faith, we are 
called to realise and trust that the Lord is 
at work in our lives today and we are con-
stantly in his veiled presence. Just as he 
called the fishermen and used their natu-
ral gifts and qualities, he will use ours too. 
Like them we too must simply each day say 
yes to his invitation to follow him. To fol-
low him means putting into practice his 
teachings and putting service of God and 
one another at the very centre of our be-
ing. It also means putting into God’s hands 
all our gifts, talents, love and time and we 
know that whenever we are generous with 
God he will always give it back to us many 
times over.   

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

25TH JANUARY 2026  YEAR A 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

Churches of:       Christ the King         St Mary of the Assumption            St John the Baptist        BURNLEY 

VISIT TO THE PARISH OF THE FIRST CLASS RELICS OF ST CARLO ACUTIS 

A UNIQUE HONOUR FOR THE PARISH 

We are very privileged as a parish to be asked by the Diocese to act as co-hosts as part 
of the five-day visit to the Diocese of Salford of these holy relics of the recently canon-
ised St Carlo Acutis.  

We are really looking forward to the visit of the relics. Please try to support 
this event by getting involved as best you can. Please welcome visitors to our 
parish some of whom will come from a good distance 

Please see the full programme of Masses and services on page 3. 

CARITAS SUNDAY — THIS WEEKEND 24/25TH JANUARY 

This weekend of 24/25th January celebrates the work of Caritas Salford -our diocesan charity - sup-
porting adults and children experiencing poverty, homelessness, displacement and disadvantage. 
There will be an Appeal for Caritas Sunday after the Saturday Vigil and the Sunday Masses at each 
of our 3 churches, this weekend, to support the work of Caritas within our diocese. 

Last year our parish of The Good Samaritan raised the wonderful amount of £1247.70, helping Cari-
tas to continue providing both financial and practical support for those suffering hardship and dis-
advantage.    Many thanks for your most generous and kind support.' 



 

  Lately Dead: Brian Crook, Fr Simon Bishop SJ, 
John Richmond, Fr Francis Austin, Colin Richard-
son, Owen Watkins, Marie Evans 

Anniversaries:  Michael Horrocks, Mary Alice Pick-
les, Peter Aspden, Catherine Kilday, Kathleen Mar-
shall, Philip Crowne, Joan Crowne, Christine Ostle, 
Ann Conway, Michael Hephrun, Winifred Aunger, 
Thomas Smith, Martin Frazer, Mark Aspinall           

(1st Anniv), Michael Wolsentholme (1st Anniv), Peter 
Macken, Louisa Macken, Rose Duffield, Elizabeth 
(Betty) Ball, 

Other intentions: Sr Maria in Thanksgiving, Mar-
garet Smith, Irene Maguire, a sick sister, Irene 
Maguire,  

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr. David to arrange things. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER 

You can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your 
bank and inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Dioce-
san Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish.  Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640  

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for January 2026 
For Prayer with the Word Of God 

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a 
source of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary 

Church.  

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2026 

Following the parents information meeting held on Thursday 22nd January, the children are having their one 
to one appointments with Fr David or Fr Theo.  Following these one-to-one appointments, Parents will then 
receive full details of all, further meetings and celebrations.  If you have any questions, please contact Fr. 
David. 

SOCIAL EVENTS AFTER 10.45 MASS AT ST JOHN’S 

Sunday refreshments after the 10.45am mass at St Johns are going well in the new venue of the "Upper 
Room" which can be found between the House and the Parish Hall. Our next 'First of the Month' is February 
1st where we move into the Parish Hall. As the weather is still a little chilly we'll have games on the carpet 
with an offering of homemade soup to warm us through!!  

CAFOD NEWS JANUARY 2026 

Please Send a Message to the Foreign Secretary about Sudan 

After 1,000 days of conflict, Sudan has reached breaking point and is now the world’s worst humanitarian 
and displacement crisis. But the world’s governments — including the UK — have failed to respond with the 
urgency, leadership and determination needed.  

CAFOD is working closely with partners to provide emergency food, cash vouchers for vulnerable families to 
buy essentials, water supply planning and repairs to latrines and support for people who have had to flee 
their homes. Alongside 12 other UK aid charities, CAFOD is calling on the Foreign Secretary, Yvette Cooper, 
to take urgent, concrete action to end suffering in Sudan. Please act today and add your voice to CAFOD’s 
petition at https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/183860/petition It only takes a minute of your time. It would be 
great if you are able to ask friends and family to consider signing the petition too. Thank you for all your previ-
ous support. 

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which 
will continue each week. The winning Bonus ball for last Wednesday was number 19.   
  Congratulations to this week’s winners:   

St John’s ~ Roy St Mary’s ~ Finlay Christ the King ~ Mary  

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  



 

NOTICE FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS—VOLUNTEER REGISTER—ACTION REQUIRED 
It has been two years since the last survey, and it is now time to update our volunteer 
register, for all three churches. Forms are available at the back of each church. If you 
are involved in any activities or Ministries, kindly take a form, fill it out, and place it in 

the designated box at the back of the church.     Thank you. 

VISIT TO THE DIOCESE OF THE FIRST-CLASS RELICS OF ST CARLO ACUTIS 

Please set aside some time to take advantage of this unique experience 

We are very privileged as a parish to be asked by the Diocese to act as co-hosts of the holy 
relics of the recently canonised St Carlo Acutis, as part of a five-day visit to the Diocese of 
Salford. We are now pleased to share the timetable for this visit.  

Wednesday 28th January 

10:00am – Opening Liturgy to Welcome the Relics, including explanation of the    
       relics. 

After this time the Church will be open to the faithful for veneration 

2:30pm – Talk on Eucharistic Adoration and Miracles: “The Eucharist is my highway to Heaven.” 

3:00pm – Adoration and open visits 

6:00pm-6:30pm – Talk: “St Carlo Acutis: An Ordinary Life Becomes Extraordinary" 

6:30pm – Meditated Rosary with Sayings of Saint Carlo Acutis 

7:00pm – Welcome Mass for the Relics with Bishop John Arnold 

8:00pm – Church closes 

Thursday 29th January 

9:30am-3:30pm – Closed for School Visits 

3:30pm – Open visits 

4:30pm – Talk on the Eucharist : “The Eucharist is truly the Heart of Jesus.” 

5;00pm -  Adoration  

6:00pm – Talk on Miracles and Graces of Saint Carlo Acutis:  

      “I will give you signs that I am with God.” 

6:30pm – Meditated Rosary with Sayings of Saint Carlo Acutis 

7:00pm – Thanksgiving Mass 

8:00pm – Church closes 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available during the times of public visiting. Following 
the Thanksgiving Mass the relics of St Carlo will be transferred to St Patrick’s, Collyhurst where 
there will be further talks and Masses, the details of which can be found on the Diocesan Website 

ST CARLO ACUTIS—THE MILLENIAL SAINT 

St Carlo was born and baptised in London in 1991 to an Italian family of largely secular 
practices. They moved to Milan where he grew up. He developed a faith, with particular 
devotion to the Eucharist. Carlo had the range of ’normal’ boyhood interests like football 
and computer games. He also focused on developing his faith in a modern-day society. He 
led members of his family back into practice of the faith, and helped others to convert to 
Catholicism by his work  as a Catechist. He had great interest in computers and IT and 

used this in many local projects. Later, he researched and created a website of Eucharistic miracles 
and Marian apparitions. He used his skills to communicate on faith matters with other young people 
in ‘their’ medium. He died in 2006 from leukaemia aged 15. He has had two miraculous cures      
attributed to him, as part of the canonisation process, and he was canonised in 2025. He has quick-
ly become known and loved by many people, and is patron saint of the internet.  

CALLING ALL GARDENERS (OR WOULD-BE) GARDENERS FOR ST MARY’S GROUNDS 

To keep the grounds around St Mary’s tidy and well maintained, the current team of gar-
deners would appreciate some help and support. This can be on a regular basis, whenever 
you have time or for a specific project. The work is varied and no pre-knowledge is re-
quired. Tools and advice are always available. Do you enjoy outdoor activities, or want to 
learn more about gardening, or add you current skills to the team please contact Gunther 
Schmitgen (07776155230) or talk to him after Sunday Mass at St Mary‘s.  



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 26TH JANUARY TO SUNDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2026 

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Weekday  

   9.30am St Mary’s 

Tuesday  St Angela Merici 

   9.30am St Mary’s  12.00 noon St John’s 

Friday  Weekday 

   12 Noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition from 11.30 to 11.55am  

Saturday   St John Bosco 

   9.30am St. Mary’s followed by Exposition with Reconciliation from 10.30am to 11.30am 

  Vigil Masses  

   6.00pm St. John’s preceded by Reconciliation with Exposition from 5.15 to 5.55pm  

   6.30m St. Mary’s 

Sunday  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Christ the King:  9.15am and    5.00pm     

          St. Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

         St. John’s:   10.45am 

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  

Stay with us Lord on our journey. 

St Carlo pray for us and especially for all our young people. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock    St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007  

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com            Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk     Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  Burnley 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount Burnley 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for weekend    
of 17  and 18 Jan  was £1305.21, for which, many thanks. 

EXPOSITION:  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes before the Masses on 
Mon, Tues and Friday. As part of the devotions during the presence of the Sacred Relics: 

Wednesday 3.00pm until 6.30pm  

Thursday 4.30pm  until 6.00pm 

On Wednesday and Thursday  the parish hosts the                                  
Relics of St Carlo Acutis in St Mary’s Church 

There is a full programme of services talks and Masses, (shown in full on Page 3), 
and you are invited and encouraged to participate in this programme to the fullest 
extent of your availability. The Masses in those days are as follows: 

Wednesday:  7.00pm: Opening Mass with Bishop John at St Mary’s with relics of St  St 
Thomas Aquinas Carlo Acutis        NB One Mass only today 

Thursday:  7.00pm  Closing Mass at St Mary’s with relics of St  Carlo Acutis 

Weekday            NB One Mass only today  

 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

