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The third Sunday of IRy 2dd up to what we say
Advent is traditionally [FESSEVE WA“n we are. The Kingdom of

called "Gaudete Sun- God is not established
day," a time of rejoic- = through power, money,
ing because the birth @ « Ui or impressive displays
of Christ is near, and K wi\ of our talents, but

the pink/rose coloured candle is lit ‘rhrough the ordinariness of life, if
on the Advent wreath to symbolise  we have eyes of faith to see it. We
this joy. We are encouraged to dis- are always in the presence of God,
cover joy not by waiting for a per-  and so we are invited to slow down
fect world to appear, but by recog- and recognise His presence. Our Advent

nising God's presence and promise in the journey should slow us down to a

here and now. speed which allows God to "catch up"
In today's Gospel, Jesus responds to Wwith us in our fast-paced world.
the messengers sent by John the So let us look for the joy in our lives

Baptist's by pointing to his actions:  on this third week of Advent. This
"The blind receive their sight, the  should be a challenge that leads to
lame walk... the poor have the good  an adventure whereby we strive to
news preached to them.". We are see the joy even in the midst of
called to judge and recognise Jesus challenging circumstances and

not by his words alone, but by the  setbacks. When we discover the joy
good things he does. We are all on these occasions we are surely
called therefore to let our actions  very close to the Lord himself.

PARISH CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025
‘ Masses for Christmas in the parish will be as follows: ‘
O Hely First Mass of Christmas O Fuly

Vgt CHRISTMAS EVE Wednesday 24th December Vot
6.00pm St John’s All of these Masses will be preceded with a
7.00pm St Mary'’s Service of Carols and Readings starting
12.00 Midnight Mass Christ the King 30 minutes before the start of Mass.

CHRISTMAS DAY Masses Thursday 25th December
9.15am Christ the King 10.00am St Mary’s 10.45am St John’s




Patricia D'Silva, Terry Bates

MASS INTENTIONS | Birthday Memoriam: John Coupe, Mary

: : Coupe, Sam Slattery

Lately Dead: Christopher McKnight, Fr John  other intentions: Sister Maureen Maguire, Mrs
McClusky MHM, Patricia Bradley, Trevor Merrett, jyne Berry, Donor’s ints,

J(_)an Preston, Gary Townley, Eileen Duignan, Christmas Memoriam: Joan and Steve Lawrenson,
Eileen Seddon, Stansfield and MacMahon families, Terry MacMahon,
Anniversaries: Andrew McNamara, Frederick 1y Memoriam; Bob and Kathleen Beckett,

Aloysius Pickles, Bashir Variyam, Terry Manley, e ———

John Duerden, Philip Guilfoyle, Mary Atkinson, T

“ALL CHANGE” MORNING AT ST JOHN's— THIS SuNDAY

It's all change from Sunday December 14th expanding our regular Sunday mornings after the 10.45 Mass,
into the "Upper Room" of the parish hall. Our set up is run on donations and help yourself to whatever you
like. There's tea, coffee, soft drinks, cakes, smiles, chat and all out of the wind and rain - marvellous!!

¢  The Christmas Raffle continues with first prize of a hamper to be drawn on Sunday 21st - be in it
to win it!

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY AND CONCERT

On Wednesday 17th December, St John the Baptist Primary School will hold its annual
Parish Christmas Tea Party. Tickets are available from the school office or from Michael
Mulrooney. The concert starts at 1.30pm and includes an afternoon tea.

There is no charge for this event. Everyone Welcome

SAVE YOUR STAMPS FOR CHARITY
As the Christmas cards arrive through the door please remember to save your stamps. When you cut them
off leave an inch of space around the stamp. The stamps support a multitude of charities including- Guide &
Support Dogs, Age Uk, Breast Cancer, MND to name but a few. Post them into the envelope at the back of
church. Many Thanks

POPE LEO’S OBSERVATIONS ON ADVENT WHILST IN THE MIDDLE EAST
“If we truly want to help the people we meet let us ‘keep watch’ over
ourselves, as the Gospel recommends , by cultivating our faith with prayer,
with the sacraments, living it consistently in charity and casting off the
works of darkness and putting on the armour of light.

“How urgent this call for peace is, for us today,” How great the need for peace, unity
and reconciliation around us, within us and among us.

What can our contribution be in response?”

POPE LEO'S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER
For Christians living in areas of war or conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope

FR THEO’S JOURNEY TO PRIESTHOOD

Fr Theo has an excellent and very readable article on the Diocesan website. It's a lovely insight into how our
new Assistant Priest has followed his vocation. Enjoy and share his journey at:
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/fr-theo-sharrock/

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS!

ﬁ» Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game in each of the three churches, which
Y o will continue each week. The winning Bonus ball for last Wednesday was number 38. Con-
gratulations to this week’s winners:
St John’s ~ Rollover St Mary’s ~ Margaret Christ the King ~ Rollover
Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.




CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS:
ACTION NEEDED — AND— THANK YOU CELEBRATION

Thank you for your continued hard work, support and dedication!
We are reaching out to all volunteers for two purposes! If you do
any ministry or voluntary work for the parish please read on.

s

Calling All Volunteers!

[-3

VOLUNTER REGISTER—ACTION
It has been two years since the last survey, and it is now time to update our volunteer register,
for all three churches. Forms are available at the back of each church. If you are involved in any
activities or Ministries, kindly take a form, fill it out, and place it in the designated box at the
back of the church.

PARISH THANKSGIVING MASS FOR VOLUNTEERS —3RD JANUARY 2026
Next year’s parish Mass of Thanksgiving for all those who have a role or a ministry in the parish
will be celebrated at 12 Noon in the Christmas Season, at St Mary’s church on Saturday
3rd January followed by a lunch in the parish rooms for all present. To help us with catering
purposes, if you have a ministry or a role and intend to be present, please place your name on
the list at the back of each of the three churches by no later than Sunday 28th December.

CHRISTMAS DECORATION VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED AT ST MARY'S

The annual Christmas Decorating of St. Mary's Church will be carried out from on Sun-
day 21st December 2025 and volunteers are required to assist with this effort. Due to
health reasons the group responsible for this in previous years have limited ability to do
the same again this year. Meet up in the parish rooms at 11.45am. Further infor-
mation from John Edmondson via email: teetal958@gmail.com

CAFOD NEws DECEMBER 2025

Our CAFOD group wish all our parishioners a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and
c AF D express their thanks for the wonderful support in donations, campaigns and pray-
CxtiohcAB0afor ers throughout the year.

Overseas Development | Your support enables CAFOD's local partners to get to work all over the world.
They don't tell people what they need - they are led by the communities they
work with, and by the local partners already present and trusted in the area. It is those local part-
ners who have the best possible understanding of the challenges and opportunities of their commu-
nities. By supporting them, as they share their expertise and empower the skills of their communi-
ties, CAFOD knows your gifts are being put to the best possible use. CAFOD works with people from
all backgrounds and of all faiths, and none, so that everyone has the opportunity to flourish.

ADVENT TALKS: REFLECTING ON DILEXI TE
During Advent, we are pleased to present a series of talks reflecting on Pope Leo's Apostolic Exhor-
tation Dilexi Te. Join us every Tuesday between 25 November and 16 December. The venue will be
Our Lady and Lancashire Martyrs Church Hall, M38 ODL, (Little Hulton) between 10:30am -
12:30pm. Please email joankfmsj@gmail.com or phone 07934 816796 to register your interest.

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMA: WEEKLY QUIz

Our next quiz night will be Monday 15th Dec at 8pm in St Mary’s parish rooms. This will
> be our last one of the year so we will have a Christmas theme and we will be serving
7 free festive sandwiches and mince pies. Quiz Master will be Fr David. All are welcome.

HoLy COMMUNION AT HOME

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr. David to arrange things.

FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES, OLD ENGLISH COINS AND NOTES, MEDALS AND GOLD

L "‘ If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at
the back of each church. Thank you to all those concerned which is greatly appreciated.




MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2025
Please note the changes this week

Monday Advent Weekday
9.30am St Mary’s
Tuesday Advent Weekday

9.30am St Mary’s
1.00pm Funeral Mass at St John's for Patricia Bradley RIP
Wednesday Advent Weekday

9.30am Christ the King 7.00pm St John's
Thursday Advent Weekaay

9.30am St Mary’s 10.00am St John's
Friday Advent Weekaday

10am Funeral Mass at St Mary's for Joan Preston RIP
followed by Exposition and Reconciliation from 11.30 to 12 Noon.
Saturday Advent Weekday
9.30am St. Mary's, Exposition with Reconciliation from 10.30am to 11.30am
Vigil Masses
6.00pm St. John’s preceded by Reconciliation with Exposition from 5.15 to 5.55pm
6.30m St. Mary’s

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christ the King: 9.15am and 5.00pm
St. Mary’s: 10.00am (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*).
St. John's: 10.45am

weekday Mass (except before Funerals)

EXPOSITION:
w There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes before each
‘ ml’

(*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)

Stay withv us Lord on owr journey.

WALK WITH ME BOOKLETS AND CALENDARS FOR ADVENT
These are now available at the back of all three churches.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER
99 °

=y % YOU Can make your contributions to the parish online by Standing Order; Please contact your
-, .= bank and inform them that payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Di-
ocesan Trust: The Good Samaritan Parish. Sort Code: 205558 Account number: 50404640

WEEKLY COLLECTION

The offertory collection, not including standing orders, from the three churches in the parish for
weekend of 6/7 December was £1471.52, for which, many thanks.

.. .................................................... e gy e e n
: Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
: Assistant Priest Fr Theo Sharrock St Mary of the Assumption 01282 422007
§Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com
: Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk Website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk
Christ the King St Mary of the Assumption St John the Baptist

Healey Mount Burnley 3 Todmorden Road Burnley BB10 4AU Bracewell St Burnley


http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

