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In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
meets a leper who goes 
against convention and ap-
proaches Jesus begging 
him to cure him. Jesus 
then does something really 
amazing by reaching out 
his hand and touching the 
leper. This results in him being cured 
at once. This would have been totally 
life-changing for this sick man. Jesus 
tells him to follow the Law and pre-
sent himself as cured to the priest. 
This would enable him to then rejoin 
the community from which he had 
been obliged to live apart because of 
the illness. 
He tells the man not to tell anyone 
about what has happened to him. On 
one level, this alludes to the fact that 

the Lord was avoiding be-
ing mobbed by loads of 
others who wanted to be 
healed. On another level, it 
is also an early example of 
what is known as the 
“Messianic Secret”. This 
refers to the Lord’s desire 

within Mark’s Gospel, to hide his iden-
tity as the Messiah and Son of God 
until after his Death and Resurrec-
tion. 
The episode reminds us that Jesus 
was totally approachable and also com-
passionate towards the sick and the 
outcast. May we also imitate the lord 
and seize the opportunities we get to 
show compassion and welcome to 
those who are suffering the pain and 
humiliation of rejection.  
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LENT 2024 

Lent starts during this coming week with Ash Wednesday. There are addi-
tional Masses that day to allow us to help us to prepare for the holy season.  
There are several provisions to help us continue our journey towards the Lord’s 
passion, death and leading us to the glory of his Resurrection.  

“Walk with Me” Lenten booklets and Calendars  

These resources, available at the back of each church,  lead us through Lent 
with prayers and contemplations, as we help prepare ourselves.  

Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross will be celebrated each week of Lent. The first of these will be at St 
Mary’s at 6.00pm on Monday 19th February. 

Early Morning  Lenten Friday Mass 

As from Friday 16th February, Mass will be celebrated at 6.30am each Friday of Lent at St Mary’s 
followed by breakfast in the parish rooms for those present.  



 

Lately Dead: Elizabeth Ball, John Cavanagh, 
Patrick Ruane, Stephen Hindle, John Teggart, 
Anne Elizabeth Lister, Michael Kilburn, Teresa 
Kilday, Kevin Salmon, Sylvia Ragen, Clare      
Mason,  

Anniversaries: John Ford, James Carter,     

John Cunnie, Christopher and John Nolan, Mi-
chael Horrocks, John Burrow,   

Other Intentions: Tressa  Byrom, 99th Birth-
day, Successful medical treatment. Community 
and staff at the Franiscan convent, Canon David 
Ryder, Geraldine Collins,  

Birthday Memoriam: John Cunnie, Charlotte 
Conlon,  

MASS INTENTIONS 

CAFOD NEWS FEBRUARY 2024  

Family Fast Day: Family Fast Day is on Friday 23rd February. Volunteers from our CAFOD Group 
will make an appeal at each of the Masses on the weekend of 17/18th February and ask 
you to take an envelope home, have a simple meal on Fast Day, make a donation and 
return the envelope the following weekend. This Lent, your donations will help hard-
working people like James, a fisherman in Liberia, with resources, tools and training to 
feed their families for good.  Please join with us in praying that our sisters and brothers 

around the world have what they need to feed their families. 

Soup Lunch: There will be a Mass at 11 am on Friday 23rd February at St John's which 
will be followed by a soup lunch to which everyone is very welcome. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you, or someone you know cannot get to Mass but would like to receive Holy Communion 
in their home, please ask their permission, then talk with Fr David to arrange things. 

PARISH BONUS BALL—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will continue each week. 
The winning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 7th February was number 42 

Congratulations to last week’s winners who are as follows: 

St John’s ~ Eddie, St Mary’s ~  Marie,  Christ the King ~ roll-over, 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

THE GOOD SAMARITAN WHATSAPP+ 
The Good Samaritan WhatsApp is an easy way to share requests, offer help, in general find out 
what's 'appening across the parish! Text Margaret P on 07751 025178 to be added or for any more 
information  

MONDAY MORNINGS AT ST. MARY’S   

Tea and toast will be served in the parish rooms after 9.30am Mass on Mondays. This will 
be organised by the Legion of Mary who will commence their weekly meeting at 10.30am 
in the Newman Room.        All are welcome. 

KNIGHTS OF ST. COLUMBA CONTINUE THEIR WORK 

Although the KSC 100 Club has closed the work of the Knights goes on. They are a group of lay-
men dedicated to support the missions of the Catholic Church, while also putting a strong emphasis 
on Faith, Family and Fraternity. The KSC have raise tens of thousands of pounds for Pro-Life chari-
ties, Hospices and support our own communities, such as raising money to help social events and 
the youth in their spiritual growth. We welcome new members who will join in our work. 
Any further question please email Tom Wilkinson: tpwilkinson@hotmail.co.uk Or why not pop along 
to the next KSC Meeting on Monday 12th February at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Rooms. 

A GENEROUS INVITATION 

Following the closure of KSC 110 Club, neighbours at Burnley Cricket Club have offered sup-
port to all existing 110 club members by offering a free social membership up to April 2025. 
For more details contact: contact@burnleycricketclub.com  or the club Membership Secretary 
Phil Broadhurst on 07891 361 193.  



 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT 

This is a grocery targeted for those 
people who are having difficulties in 
the cost of living crisis. You pay a reg-
istration fee of £5 for the year, and 

can then shop weekly (or more often if need be) for £4 per 
visit — the usual ‘shop’ is equal to about £20/£30 in any oth-
er supermarket. The two shops are 1) in the shopping centre 
square above New Look, and 2) Valley St near the cemetery. 
They’re open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. Just drop 
in, see and buy! 

The people of the parish have given donations 
and goods, through and in addition to the excel-
lent work of Blessed  Trinity College, who have 
raised over £14,000 since they started. You are 

asked to continue to put food into the collection point in 
many supermarkets, as well as using the Blessed Trinity site 
for financial donations at  https://tinyurl.com/
BlessedTrinityJustGiving. St John’s will continue to accept 
money gifts, in an envelope clearly marked dropped into the 
presbytery letterbox.   

Thank you all! 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2024  

Please note the changes this week. 

Monday     Weekday 

   9.30am St Mary’s    

   12.45pm Funeral Mass at St John’s for John Cavanagh RIP 

Tuesday  Weekday  

   9.30am St Mary’s 

    11.00am Funeral Mass at St John’s for Elizabeth Ball RIP 

Thursday  Lent Weekday 

  10.00am St John’s  

  11am Requiem Mass for John Teggart RIP  at St Mary’s 

Friday  Lent Weekday 

    6.30am Lenten Mass at St Mary’s   

   10am Funeral Mass for Michael Kilburn RIP at Christ the King 

   12.00 noon Mass at St Mary’s preceded by Reconciliation and Exposition                                                      
          11.30am to 11.55am 

Saturday   Holy Founders of the Servite Order  

   9.30am St. Mary’s  10.30 to 11.30am Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary’s 

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with  

             Reconciliation and Exposition 

       6.30pm St Mary’s   

Sunday  1st Sunday of Lent  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and  5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website). 

          St John’s:   10.45am 

Exposition  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 minutes before each weekday Mass, Monday to Friday (Except before Funerals) 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES AND DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES 

9.30am St John’s  12.00 noon St Mary’s  7.00pm Christ the King 


