
 

The Parish of the Good Samaritan  

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

29TH DECEMBER 2024  YEAR C 

Today is the feast of the Holy 
Family and we always celebrate 
this feast in the Octave of 
Christmas. At the heart of hu-
man life is the family, and 
through the Holy Family of     
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph all  
family life is highlighted as being 
sacred and paramount.  
In today’s Gospel we hear the ac-
count of  the Finding of the boy 
Jesus in the Temple.. Parents  who will 
have experienced crises connected with 
their children can particularly identify 
with the drama as it unfolds in the story. 
Mary and Joseph would have been out of 
their minds with worry  when their pre-
cious son goes missing for three days. This 
is a rare a glimpse we have into the 
“hidden years” of Nazareth when Jesus 
was growing up experiencing all the usual 
daily routines and rituals that comprise 

daily life. This would  also reveal 
to him all the ups and downs of 
life. The faith of both Mary and 
Joseph was surely strongly test-
ed by such experiences. However 
we know from the events around 
the Christmas story that they 
were both very solid in their 
faith and trust in God. They 
would take a lot of these things 
in their stride..  

On this feast of the Holy Family, let us 
take time today to reflect on our own ex-
periences of family life. Let us treasure all 
the good experiences that we have re-
ceived and with the Holy Family give 
thanks for them. Let us think of the chal-
lenges, misunderstandings and set-backs 
that we faced as a family and be grateful 
for the opportunities that they gave us to 
grow in faith, stature and love.  

Churches of 

 Christ the King     

 St Mary of the          

Assumption  

 St John the Baptist  

Burnley 

THEO’S ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE 
The Parish had the honour of hosting Theos ’ Ordination to the Diaconate, by Bishop 
John, on Saturday 28th December. At the time of writing, we are looking forward 
greatly to this event, and warmly thank everyone who has been involved in the prepa-
ration and has supported Theo in these days of preparation. This Sunday, 29th Decem-
ber, Theo will “deacon” for the first time at 9.15am Mass at Christ the King and 

10.45am Mass at St John ’s. Please continue to keep Theo in your prayers.  

New Year Message 

On behalf of Fr David, Fr Job and Theo we wish all our parishioners and your loved 
ones a peaceful and healthy New Year.  We thank you for all your gifts, cards, love 

and support throughout the year.  

THANK YOU 
The people of the parish thank Fr David, Fr Job and Theo for their preparations for, and celebra-
tion of our Christmas Masses and Services, and all their support and hard work throughout the 

year. We wish them and, their loved ones, peace, health and happiness in 2025 



 

Lately Dead: Peter Docherty, Patrick Gaughan,   
Jessica Walmsley,       

Other Intentions: In thanksgiving, Donor’s Inten-
tions. 

Birthday Memoriam:  Sarah Lalor 

Anniversaries: Margaret Atherton, James Lalor,  
Eileen Conlon, Joan Lawrenson, Steve Lawrenson, 
Joseph Moore, Peggy Guilfoyle, Peter Francis Shack-
leton,  Joan Simm,   Doris Hephrun, Thomas Ralph 
Taylor, Jack Mayor, Mark Manley  

In Memoriam: The Atherton family, The Taylor 
family,  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH BONUS BALL GAME—WINNERS! 

Thanks to all who have supported the bonus Ball game and it will .continue each week. The win-
ning Bonus ball number for Wednesday 18th December was number 31. Congratulations to this 
week’s winners, (which includes the special Christmas Bonus of £50) are as follows: 

St John’s ~  Maureen St Mary’s ~ Brenda  Christ the King ~ Kath 

Please claim your prize from the appropriate sacristy.  

EPIPHANY CAROL SERVICE 

St Catherine’s Church, Todmorden Road, will be holding their usual very popular Epiphany Carol Service at 
6pm on 5th January. Donations will all be for Pendleside Hospice. There will be refreshments at the back of 
church afterwards.  

I and K O’Sullivan,  

Paula Giltrow Helm,  

Harry Giltrow,  

Catherine O’Sullivan, 

Timothy O’Sullivan, 

Keith Robinson, 

Dougie Clegg, 

Kathleen Worden, 

James Worden,  

Margaret Williams, 

Francis Carter,  

Catherine Carter,  

Esther Worden, 
John Worden,  

Margaret Carroll,  

Winifred Maguire, 

Kenneth Catterall,  

Jimmy Carter,  

Josephine Carter, 

The Gonzales family,  

The Summers family,  

Mary Fleming,  

The Fleming family, 

Alf Duffield,  

Rose Duffield,  

Peter Macken, 
Macken family,  

The Duffield family,  

Albert Fell,  

The Fell family,  

The Wilkinson family,  

John, Simm,  

Joan Simm,  

Paul Simm,  

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2025 

We are now able to proceed with the Parish Sacramental Programme for the baptised RC children currently 
in Year 3 or above. The initial information meeting will be held at St Mary’s church at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 16th January 2024. During this information meeting, we will outline your child’s Sacramental 
journey which will lead to the children being prepared to celebrate Reconciliation and First Holy Commun-
ion.. This meeting will also allow parents/carers to book their time slot for the next meeting which will be a 
“1 to 1” appointment for the child and their parents/carers with a priest and a catechist. The dates set aside 
for these early evening appointments are as follows: 

23rd January – St Mary’s children     28th January – St John’s children    

4th and 13th February – Christ the King children 

Following these “1 to 1” appointments, parents will then receive full details of all further meetings and cele-
brations. If you have any questions please contact Fr David 

PARISH MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

Next year ’s parish Mass of thanksgiving for all those who have a role or a ministry in the parish 
will be celebrated at 12 Noon at St Mary ’s on Saturday 18th January  followed by a lunch 
in the parish rooms for all present. For catering purposes it would be helpful if you could kindly 
add your name to the list which will shortly be placed at the back of each of the three churches.  

Christmas Masses  

GAMES ON THE LAWN AT ST. JOHN’S   

Games on the Lawn" is on Sunday January 5th after the 10.45am Mass at St Johns. All are welcome 
to join in the fun. Refreshments are in the Parish hall at the same time - and if it's a little chilly the 
games may well be on the carpet!! 

OLD MOBILE PHONES WANTED  

Father Emmanuel, who was a priest at St John’s a few years ago, is asking for mobile phones (even if not in 
working condition) for a charity in  Nigeria. There will be a box in three churches where they can be left.  



 

MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES: MONDAY 30TH DECEMBER  2024 TO SUNDAY 5TH JANUARY 2025  

Please note the changes this week 

Monday     Christmas Weekday  

   9.30am St. Mary’s 

Tuesday  St Sylvester 

   9.30am Christ the King  12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday Holy Mother of God  New Year’s Day 

1st Jan 2025 10.00am St Mary’s  11.00am St John’s 

Thursday  Ss Basil and Gregory 

   9.30 St John’s   

   10.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for Patrick Gaughan 

Friday  Holy Name Of Jesus 

   12.00 noon St. Mary’s preceded by Exposition and Reconciliation 11.30 to 11.55am 

Saturday   Christmas Weekday 
   9.30am Mass St Mary’s, followed by Reconciliation with Exposition from 10.30 to 11.30am  

 Vigil Masses:   

   6.00pm St John’s preceded at 5.15pm until 5.55pm with Reconciliation and Exposition 

   6.30pm St Mary’s  

Sunday  Feast of the Epiphany  

   Christ the King:  9.15am and    5.00pm     

          St Mary’s:    10.00am  (This Mass will be live-streamed on the parish website*). 

         St John’s:    10.45am 

   (*A recording of the Mass should be available later from Sunday afternoon)  
  

 Stay with us Lord on our journey. 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant Priest Fr Job Zirra       

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com               Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH 

WEEKLY COLLECTION The offertory collection , not including standing orders, from the three churches in the 
parish for weekend of 21/22dec was £1458.49 for which many thanks.  

FOREIGN CURRENCIES, PENNIES, MEDALS AND GOLD 

If you have any of these items please bring them to church and place them at a box at the back of each 
church.  The parish has received over £500 from what has already been raised..       Thank you.   

Exposition  

There will be Exposi-
tion of the Blessed 

Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before each 
weekday Mass, Mon-
day to Friday (Except 

before Funerals) 

KSC QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MARY’S PARISH ROOMS 

Thanks to all who have supported the quiz in its new home at St Mary’s this last year, we will take 
a break during the Christmas season and resume on 13th January at 8pm.  

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION DECEMBER 2024  

For Pilgrims of Hope  

As the late morning dawns in this winter month, I pray: “May I live this day in your light and 

spread the light which enlightens all, to those I meet... 

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen 
Christ in our daily lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.  

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

